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“If you cannot do great things, 

do small things in a great way”

Napoleon Hill

Writer and Philosopher
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Details >>

❑ Gandhi did not attend the first Independence celebrations
on August 15, 1947

❑ According to historians, the first national flag in India was
hoisted on August 7, 1906, in Parsee Bagan Square (Green
Park) in Calcutta, now Kolkata. The flag was composed of
three horizontal stripes of red, yellow and green, while Vande
Mataram was scripted on the middle strip.

❑ In 1931, a resolution was passed adopting a tricolour flag as
the national flag. The flag, forebear of the present one, was
saffron, white, and green, with Mahatma Gandhi’s spinning
wheel at the centre. On July 22, 1947, the Constituent
Assembly adopted the Tricolour as the Free India National
Flag. However, it replaced the spinning wheel on the flag with
the Dharmachakra as the emblem. The first variant of the
current national flag was designed by Pingali Venkayya in
1921.

❑ Although the Indian Independence Act was approved on
July 18, 1947, Lord Mountbatten chose August 15 as the date
of India’s Independence as it coincided with the date of
Japan’s surrender to the Allied Forces after World War II on
August 15, 1945.

❑ The demarcation line drawn by Sir Cyril Radcliffe to depict
the Pakistani and Indian portions of Punjab and Bengal, also
known as the Radcliffe line , was completed on August 3,
1947. But it was officially published only on August 17, 1947,
two days after India got Independence.
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❑ The demarcation line drawn by Sir Cyril Radcliffe to depict
the Pakistani and Indian portions of Punjab and Bengal, also
known as the Radcliffe line , was completed on August 3,
1947. But it was officially published only on August 17, 1947,
two days after India got Independence.

❑ Sikkim became the 22nd state of India on May 16, 1975, after
then President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed signed the 36th
Constitutional Amendment Bill, which was introduced in Lok
Sabha on April 23, 1975, and May 15. The amendment Bill was
introduced after 97.5% of the people voted to go with India in
the referendum held on April 14, 1975.
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Details >>

❑ It was a wet and windy September in London. The year was
1931.

❑ M.K. Gandhi, almost 62 years old then, was there to attend
the Second Round Table Conference (RTC) as the sole
representative of the Indian National Congress.

❑ Called by the British government to discuss the prospect of
political changes in India, the conclave was showing up the
fissures in India’s polity. In two other Indian barristers — M.A.
Jinnah, leading the Muslims at the Conference, and B.R.
Ambedkar, the clear leader of the Depressed Classes — the
divides stood out.
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❑ The only political change Gandhi and the Indian National
Congress required was complete independence. Jinnah,
Ambedkar and representatives of India’s princes, Sikhs,
zamindars and other ‘minority interests’ sought to tear up
Gandhi’s claim that the Congress represented an inclusive
India which wanted nothing more and could do with nothing
less than Swaraj for all Indians, in equality.

❑ India is a majority of minorities. India is not about Hindu
India and non-Hindu India. It is about the aspirations of
peninsular India, Himalayan India, forest India, desert
India, littoral India, coastal India.

❑ cd
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Context >>

❑ The meanings of caste have transformed — as a system 
regulating life chances, as a mode of political mobilisation, 
or as a socio-cultural identity.

Important Points >>

❑ Caste today is active in three main ways. 

❑ First, it is a system that regulates the distribution of material 
opportunity or life chances, and hence it is a source of 
enduring inequalities. 

❑ Second, it remains one of the primary modes of political 
mobilisation, even though caste politics is now far more 
disaggregated, complex and uncertain than it used to be.

❑ Third, and perhaps most elusive, for everyone except a small 
upper-class, upper-caste elite caste continues to be a form 
of community offering a sense of kinship, belonging and 
identity. The contexts of caste have changed in ways that 
affect all three modalities.

A rise and fall >>

❑ In its original form, ‘reservation’ was a pre-Independence 
idea emerging from the Poona Pact of 1932 and codified in 
the Government of India Act of 1935.
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❑ It was intended to be an antidote for caste discrimination
rather than a remedy for backwardness. But, by the time the
Constitution of the new Republic was adopted in January
1950, the idea had changed fundamentally.

❑ The contexts of caste have changed a lot in the last 75 
years, transforming its meanings, whether as a system 
regulating life chances, a mode of political mobilisation, or a 
form of socio-cultural identity.

❑ cd
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❑ Government lost ₹8,000 crore due to five cases: NITI Aayog

❑ Angry China stages new military drills near Taiwan as U.S. 
lawmakers visit.

❑ How Old Delhi sweet shops played a role in country’s 
freedom struggle
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