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Awesome 
words

The question isn’t 

who is going to let 

me; it’s who is going 

to stop me.

Ayn Rand
Writer and Philosopher



❑ It is the highest-ranking visit by an American politician to the 
island in 25 years.

❑ China sees Taiwan as a breakaway province that will
eventually be under Beijing's control again. However, Taiwan
sees itself as an independent country, with its own
constitution and democratically-elected leaders.

Where is Taiwan?
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China has condemned US Speaker Nancy Pelosi's 
visit to Taiwan, calling it "extremely dangerous."



History of Taiwan?

❑ Historical sources suggest that the island first came under
full Chinese control in the 17th Century when the Qing
dynasty began administering it. Then, in 1895, they gave up
the island to Japan after losing the first Sino Japanese war.

❑ China took the island again in 1945 after Japan lost World
War Two.

❑ But a civil war erupted in mainland China between
nationalist government forces led by Chiang Kai-shek and
Mao Zedong's Communist Party.

❑ The communists won in 1949 and took control in Beijing.

❑ Chiang Kai-shek and what was left of the nationalist party -
known as the Kuomintang - fled to Taiwan, where they ruled
for the next several decades.

❑ China points to this history to say that Taiwan was originally
a Chinese province. But the Taiwanese point to the same
history to argue that they were never part of the modern
Chinese state that was first formed after the revolution in
1911 - or the People's Republic of China that was established
under Mao in 1949.

❑ Currently, only 13 countries (plus the Vatican) recognize
Taiwan as a sovereign country.
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USA’s stand on Taiwan >>

❑ Until now, Washington's policy of "strategic ambiguity" has 
meant the US has been deliberately unclear about whether 
or how it would defend Taiwan in the event of an attack..

❑ Diplomatically, the US currently sticks to the "One-China" 
policy, which recognizes only one Chinese government - in 
Beijing - and has formal ties with China rather than Taiwan

❑ But a civil war erupted in mainland China between 
nationalist government forces led by Chiang Kai-shek and 
Mao Zedong's Communist Party.

❑ But recently, US president Joe Biden appeared to harden 
Washington's position. Asked whether the US would defend 
Taiwan militarily, Mr Biden replied: "Yes." 

Why is Taiwan important for the rest of the world?

❑Much of the world's everyday electronic equipment - from 
phones to laptops, watches and games consoles - is 
powered by computer chips made in Taiwan

❑ A single Taiwanese company - the Taiwan Semiconductor
Manufacturing Company or TSMC - has over half of the 
world's market. 

❑ In total Taiwan controls 65% of world’s semiconductor 
production.
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❑ Supreme Court urged the Centre to bring a new law to 
simplify and streamline the process of bail, referring to the 
Bail Act of the U.K.

What did the court observe? 

❑ The Court observed that arrest is a “draconian” measure 
that should be used “sparingly”. 

❑ It held that bail continues to be the rule and jail an exception, 
the touchstone of Article 21, and highlighted the presumption 
of innocence until proven guilty.

What is the present law?  

❑ Though there isn’t any separate law in the Indian legal 
system that defines bail, related provisions are mentioned in 
the CrPC and punishments under the IPC. 

❑ The CrPC categorizes offences as bailable and non-bailable

❑ As per Section 436, bail is a right in bailable offences and 
the police or court, whoever has custody, is bound to release 
the accused following furnishing of a bail bond, with or 
without surety.

❑ For a non-bailable offence, an accused cannot claim bail 
as a right. The discretion lies with the courts. In such cases, 
Section 437 empowers the Magistrate to deal with pleas, 
except for offences ‘punishable with death or imprisonment 
for life’
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Why is the Supreme Court seeking a separate bail 
law?



Roots of Naga Tribes >>

❑ The Naga tribes are said to have migrated from southwest 
China to Burma (now Myanmar) and Thailand, eventually 
settling in North East India and North West Myanmar. 

❑ The term Naga was created by the British for administrative 
convenience to refer to a group of tribes with similar origins 
but distinct cultures, dialects, and customs. 

❑ Nagas did not consider themselves a part of British India. 

❑ The colonial government declared the Naga hills an 
“excluded area” in the Assam province in 1935.

Formation of NNC >>

❑ At the time of the withdrawal of the British, insecurity grew 
among the Naga tribes about the future of their cultural 
autonomy after India’s independence, which was 
accompanied by the fear of the entry of ‘plains people’ or 
‘outsiders’ into their territory. 

❑ These gave rise to the formation of the Naga Hills District 
Tribal Council in 1945, which was renamed the Naga 
National Council (NNC) in 1946

❑ Amid uncertainties over the post-independence future of the 
Nagas, a section of the NNC, led by Naga leader A.Z. Phizo
declared the independence of the Nagas on August 14, 1947, 
a day before India’s.
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What is the NSCN and where do the Naga peace 
talks stand now?



Naga Federal Government (NFG) >>

❑ Underground insurgency began in the early 1950s when Mr. 
Phizo founded the Naga Federal Government (NFG) and its 
armed wing, the Naga Federal Army (NFA). 

❑ The Central Government sent the armed forces into Naga 
areas to curb the insurgency and imposed the Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act (AFSPA), which is still in place in parts of 
Nagaland.

❑ The Nagas, led by Mr. Phizo, demanding an independent 
state outside of India, boycotted the 1952 and 1957 general 
elections and armed clashes grew. 

❑ Unlike multiple other areas in the North East, where groups 
were accepting some form of autonomy by forming district 
and hill councils under the sixth schedule of the Constitution, 
Nagas rejected this in favor of sovereignty.

❑ Eventually signed the Shillong Accord of 1975, agreeing to 
surrender arms and accept the Constitution.

When did the NSCN come into the picture?

❑ Three NNC leaders- Thuingaleng Muivah of the Tangkhul 
Naga tribe of Manipur's Ukhrul district, Isak Chishi Swu of the 
Sema tribe, and S S Khaplang from Myanmar’s Hemis tribe, 
formed the National Socialist Council Of Nagaland (NSCN) to 
continue the armed movement.
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❑ The motto of the NSCN was to create a People's Republic of
Nagaland free of Indian rule and based on the principle of
socialism as an economic solution and Christianity as
religious affiliation.

❑With an initial cadre of 150, the NSCN soon had 3,000 recruits
mainly from the Konyak and Tangkhul Naga tribes.

❑ In 1988, after years of infighting and violent clashes along
tribal lines and over the main cause of the movement, the
NSCN split into two factions.

❑ One, led by Mr. Muiwah and Isak called the NSCN-IM and the
other, led by Mr. Khaplang called the NSCN-K.

❑ The NSCN-IM demanded and continues to demand ‘Greater
Nagaland’ or Nagalim — it wants to extend Nagaland’s
borders by including Naga-dominated areas in
neighbouring Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh, to
unite 1.2 million Nagas.

❑ After the death of Mr. Phizo in 1990 and the split of the NNC,
the NSCN-IM became the most powerful insurgent group,
also playing a role in the creation of smaller groups in other
states. Its armed operations intensified along with illegal
activities like tax extortion, smuggling of weapons and so on

❑ Three NNC leaders- Thuingaleng Muivah of the Tangkhul 
Naga tribe of Manipur's Ukhrul district, Isak Chishi Swu of the 
Sema tribe, and S S Khaplang from Myanmar’s Hemis tribe, 
formed the National Socialist Council Of Nagaland (NSCN) to 
continue the armed movement.
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❑ In 1997, the Government of India got the NSCN-IM to sign a
ceasefire agreement to begin the holding of talks with the
aim of signing a Naga Peace Accord.

Where do the peace talks stand now?

❑ After the 1997 ceasefire with NSCN-IM, there have been over
a hundred rounds of talks spanning over 25 years between
the Centre and the insurgent group, while a solution is still
awaited.

❑ The NSCN-K which initially refused to take part in any
ceasefire agreement or talks with the Centre later agreed to
a two-month ceasefire in 1998, which was followed by
countless ceasefire extensions over the years. In 2015, the
NSCN-K violated its ceasefire agreement, later signing an
extension.
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Pingali Venkayya>>

❑ Pingali Venkayya was born on 2nd August 1876 in Andhra 
Pradesh.

❑ During his stay in South Africa at the time of the Anglo Boer 
war, Venkaya served as a British army soldier.

❑ In 1916, he published a booklet on flags. The booklet was titled 
‘A National Flag for India.’ It contained twenty-four designs 
of flags.

❑ In 1921, when he met Gandhi in Vijayawada, he showed him 
the booklet. Gandhi was pleased to see the design and 
acknowledged the need for a national flag, so he asked 
Venkayya to design a fresh one at the National Congress 
Meeting, held in 1921.

❑ Initially, Venkayya came up with saffron and green colours, 
but it later evolved with a spinning wheel at the centre and a 
third colour-white. (LALA HANS RAJ SONDHI SUGGESTED 
ADDING A SPINNING WHEEL

❑ After undergoing several changes, the Tricolour was adopted 
as our national flag at a Congress Committee meeting in 
Karachi in 1931.

❑ The Indian flag was adopted in its present form during a 
meeting of the Constituent Assembly held on July 22, 1947.
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Pingali Venkayya – The Flag Man
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