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Quote of the day

“You educate a man; you educate a man. 

You educate a woman; you educate a generation.”



News-1
Allahabad Museum to showcase gallery on 

Azad
Context:-
In the 75th year of Independence, the Allahabad Museum is all set 
to showcase the Azad Gallery to its patrons.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
❖ He was an Indian independence activist, Islamic theologian, 

writer and a senior leader of the Indian National Congress.

❖ He was  the leader of the Khilafat Movement, during which he 
came into close contact with the Indian leader Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

❖ Azad became an enthusiastic supporter of Gandhi's ideas of 
non-violent civil disobedience, and worked to organize the 
non-co-operation movement in protest of the 1919 Rowlett Act.



Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

❖ Azad was elected as a member of foundation committee to 
establish Jamia Millia Islamia at Aligarh in U. P. without taking 
help from British. He assisted in shifting the campus of the 
university from Aligarh to New Delhi in 1934.

❖ Azad was one of the main organizers of the Dharasana
Satyagraha in 1931 (Gujurat)

❖ In 1923, at an age of 35, he became the youngest person to 
serve as the President of the Indian National Congress.

❖ He served as Congress president from 1940 to 1945, during 
which the Quit India rebellion was launched. 

❖ Azad was imprisoned, together with the entire Congress 
leadership. 

❖ He also worked for Hindu–Muslim unity through the Al-Hilal
newspaper

❖ He was born on 11 November 1888 in Mecca, then a part of the 
Ottoman Empire, now a part of Saudi Arabia.

❖ Azad started a new journal, the Al-Balagh, which also got 
banned in 1916 under the Defence of India Regulations Act and 
he was arrested.

❖ Azad organized the Flag Satyagraha in Nagpur.

❖ He was the first education minister of Independent India.

❖ His birthday, 11 November is celebrated as National Education 
Day in India



News-2
Why the rupee is under pressure

Context:-
Amid the geopolitical tensions and increases by the Fed to 
combat U.S. inflation, the rupee has been on a downward spiral.

Abouts:-

1. Several currencies have taken a beating in the wake of a long-
drawn war in Ukraine and the steep hike in interest rates by 
the U.S. Fed to rein in inflation.

2. The rupee slid past the 80 mark earlier this month and has 
weakened by about 7.5% so far in 2022. Historically strong 
currencies such as the pound and the euro have also 
depreciated by more than 11%. Several Asian currencies such 
as the Korean won, the Philippine peso, and the Thai baht have 
weakened by more than 10% this year.

Cause of Rupee Weakening:-

1. Persistent outflows :- When the Fed raises its rates, overseas 
investors withdraw from riskier emerging markets and opt for 
safe-haven asset.

2. So far, in 2022, FPIs have dumped Indian equities worth a net 
amount of $28.4 billion.

3. Widening gap:- rising crude and commodity prices since the 
war in Ukraine, imports have become costlier. This has further 
widened the trade deficit that peaked at a record high of 
$26.18 billion in June 2022.

4. Deteriorating CAD:- In FY22, India incurred a CAD of $38.7 
billion, or 1.2% of the GDP. It is expected to rise further this fiscal 
on the back of record-high trade deficits in May and June.



5. Muted exports:- A weak currency bodes well for exports as it 
makes them more competitive. However, exports are also 
dependent on global demand which has been slowing.

6. Rising import bill:- While, in general, a weak currency helps 
boost exports, it also makes imports expensive. India’s imports 
expanded primarily on account of crude, coal, fertilizers and gold 
which make up almost half of India’s import bill. 

These four are price inelastic (i.e. goods for which demand 
remains largely unchanged despite price rise). So even though 
prices of these goods remained elevated, rigid demand in India 
inflated the import bill.

7. Import cover:- To prevent a runway depreciation of the rupee, 
the RBI deployed dollars to prop up the local currency. The 
drawdown of dollars to sell in the forex market has whittled 
reserves. From a high of $642 bn in Oct. 2021, reserves fell to $573 
bn in July 2022. With the fifth largest forex reserves, RBI is well 
positioned to defend the rupee against undue volatility.

Conclusion:-

Amid the geopolitical tensions and increases by the Fed to 
combat U.S. inflation, the rupee has been on a downward spiral.

Due to concerns over rising local inflation and a deteriorating 
current account deficit, foreign portfolio investors have pulled out 
of Indian equities. 

Slowing exports and an inflated import bill have also weighed 
down the local currency. 

In order to iron out sharp volatility in the rupee, the RBI has dipped 
into its reserves, which however has led to a fall in import cover



News-3
Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill 2022

Context:-
The Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill 2022 seeks to enable 
India to reach its climate targets under the Paris Climate 
Agreement before 2030.

Energy Conservation Act, 2001:-

❖ Currently, the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 (amended in 
2010) governs the domain in India. 

❖ The Act established the Bureau of Energy Efficiency. The 2010 
amendment extended the tenure of the Director General of the 
Bureau of Energy Efficiency from three to five years.

❖ According to the Act, the Centre can issue energy savings 
certificates to those industries which consume less than their 
maximum allotted energy. 

❖ However, this certificate can be sold to customers who 
consume higher than their maximum allowed energy threshold 
– providing for a framework for energy trading.

What are the proposed changes?

o The main objective of these proposed amendments is to 
reduce India’s power consumption via fossil fuels and 
thereby minimize the nation’s carbon footprint.

o The Centre aims to develop India’s Carbon market and 
boost the adoption of clean technology. India aims to meet 
its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), as 
mentioned in the Paris Climate Agreement, before its 2030 
target date

o Facilitating the promotion of green Hydrogen as an 
alternative to the fossil fuels used by industries

o Incentivizing efforts to use clean energy by issuing carbon 
saving certificates

o Including larger residential buildings under energy 
conservation standards to promote sustainable habitats. 
Currently, only large industries and their buildings come 
under the ambit of the Act.



What are India’s climate change commitments?

❑ India has committed to reducing the carbon intensity of its 
economy by 33-35 per cent by 2030 from its 2005 levels as part 
of its NDCs under the Paris Climate Agreement. 

❑ The nation has also promised to achieve over 40 per cent of its 
power generation from non-fossil-fuel energy resources by 
2030.

❑ India has committed to creating an additional carbon sink for 
2.5 -3 billion tonnes of CO2 by increasing its tree and forest 
cover.

However, with Prime Minister expressing confidence that India will 
meet its climate targets before 2030, he revised India’s NDCs at the 
COP26 Summit held in Glasgow on November 1, 2021. 

India’s five new climate targets are:

1. To increase its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030

2. To meet 50 per cent of India’s power demand via renewable 
energy sources

3. To reduce the carbon intensity of the Indian economy by 45 per 
cent

4. To reduce India’s total projected carbon emissions by one 
billion tonnes from 2021 to 2030

5. To achieve a target net zero (for carbon emissions) by 2070



News-4
International North-South Transport Corridor

INSTC
Context :-
❑ Chabahar Port’s link in Iran with the International North-South 

Transport Corridor will enhance connectivity with Central Asian 
countries, drive investment and deepen cultural and political 
ties.

❑ The International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is 
India’s vision and initiative to reduce the time taken for EXIM 
shipments to reach Russia and Europe, and enter the Central 
Asian markets. 

❑ The Chabahar Port, which has been developed through Indian 
assistance, is the commercial transit centre for region, 
especially Central Asia.

❑ India is participating in the development of the first phase of 
the Shahid Beheshti Terminal at Chabahar Port in cooperation 
with the Iranian government.

INSTC



What is INSTC?

❑ INSTC is a 7,200 km-long transportation network offering the 
shortest connectivity route to its member states. It was 
established on September 12, 2000, by Iran, Russia and India. 
The corridor encompasses sea, road and rail routes.

❑ The main purpose of the corridor was to reduce carriage costs 
and transit time between India and Russia. The transit time is 
expected to reduce to almost half, once the corridor becomes 
fully functional.

❑ The agreement has been ratified by 13 countries namely, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bulgaria, Armenia, India, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkey, 
and Ukraine

❑ INSTC links the Indian Ocean to the Caspian Sea via the 
Persian Gulf.

❑ India’s investment in the INSTC is exemplified by its 
involvement in Iran’s Chabahar port and the construction of a 
500-km Chabahar-Zahedan railway line. 

❑ Once completed, this infrastructure will allow India access to 
Afghanistan and central Asia, a prospect strengthened by the 
Taliban government’s support for the project.

❑ For India, the INSTC achieves several things all at once. Firstly, 
India can now bypass Pakistan to access Afghanistan, 
central Asia and beyond.

❑ Second, the INSTC can shape a north-south transport corridor 
that can complement the east-west axis of the China-led Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI).



News-5
History of Section 295 (A)-Blasphemy

❖ As far as laws in India go, there isn’t formal legislation against 
blasphemy. 

❖ The closest equivalent to a blasphemy law is Section 295(A) of 
the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which punishes any speech, 
writings, or signs that “with premeditated and malicious 
intent” insult citizens’ religion or religious beliefs with a fine and 
imprisonment for up to three years.

❖ The history of Section 295(A) of the IPC can be traced back to 
95 years. In 1927, a satire was published which had obscene 
parallels to the Prophet's personal life. It was indeed very 
offensive to the Muslim community but the erstwhile High Court 
of Lahore observed that the author of this cannot be 
prosecuted as the writing did not cause animosity or hostility 
between any communities. Thus, the offense did not fall under 
Section 153(A), which dealt with maintaining public 
tranquility/order. However, this incident gave rise to a demand 
that there be a law to protect the sanctity of religions, and thus, 
Section 295(A) was introduced.

❖ The legality of Section 295(A), which had been challenged in 
the Ramji Lal Modi case (1957), was affirmed by a five-judge 
Bench of the Supreme Court. 

❖ The apex court reasoned that while Article 19(2) allows 
reasonable limits on freedom of speech and expression for the 
sake of public order, the punishment under Section 295(A) 
deals with aggravated form of blasphemy which is committed 
with the malicious aim of offending the religious sensibilities of 
any class.

Blasphemy:- Blasphemy, in a religious sense, refers to 
great disrespect shown to God or to something holy, or 
to something said or done that shows this kind of 
disrespect.



News-5
Arunachal to probe issuance of residential 

papers to refugees

Context:- Apprehensive of unrest, the Arunachal Pradesh 
government has decided to form a committee, to probe the 
issuance of residential proof certificates (RPCs) to the Chakma 
and Hajong people in the State’s Changlang district. The 
government has also decided to “suspend” the RPCs that have 
been issued to individuals of the two refugee communities.

❖ Largely displaced by a dam ( Kaptai dam on the Karnaphuli
River) in the erstwhile East Pakistan and religious persecution, 
the Buddhist Chakmas and Hindu Hajongs were settled in 
Arunachal Pradesh by the Centre in the 1960s. 

❖ The indigenous communities of the State have been against 
the settlement of the refugees.



One Liner Current Affairs

1. According to data published in Lok Sabha, in 10 states
(Haryana, Odisha, Punjab, West Bengal) there are ZERO ST
judges in district and sub-ordinate courts.

2. Representation of women in lower courts in Gujarat is poorest
( < 20%)

3. India and Oman will carry out a nearly two-week military
exercise beginning Monday, with a focus on counter-terror
cooperation. The exercise is named as 'AL NAJAH-IV’.
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