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1) “Buddhism developed into a great religious movement in India, changed its outlook almost 

completely, declined, and finally sank back into Hinduism from which it has emerged but only 

after spreading its messages throughout Asia”. Elucidate. 

Answer Approach:- 

 You have to justify the statement. 

a. First, briefly mention why Buddhism developed – against the orthodoxy of the then 

“Brahminism”. 

b. Then show how it became a great religious movement in India –  

i. It tried to bring humanism to the centre stage of this lands’ religious 

philosophy 

ii. Gave “middle path” approach which resonated well with the masses, hence 

got popular support 

iii. Many Kings gave this religion the royal patronage. Budhha himself was of 

“royal” lineage, hence was able to get the patronage at  larger scale .And 

Ashoka made it popular and helped Buddhism  to breach the geographical 

barriers, thus helping it to reach east and west of the land 

iv. To justify “great” , you have to cite examples of the greatness of this religion 

and its broader religious philosophy of humanism and advocacy of 

simplicity. It asked people to liberate themselves from Trishna – excessive 

desire. 

c. Then justify the sentence on how it changed its outlook – this part should deal with 

the evolution of Buddhism. For instance, it did not allow women into Sangha in the 

beginning but changed it afterwards. The religion divided further into many forms 

such as – Mahayana, Hinayana, Vajrayana etc. Also show how it changed tenets of 

Hinduism. 

d. Then briefly describe how and why it declined :-  

i. It path of its evolution , Buddhism , changed its outlook 

ii. Budhha , instead of a moral preacher became a religious figure- image 

worship started 

iii. Sanghas got richer and life of luxury crept in. 

iv. Finally, Buddhism became what it was opposed to and stated against. The 

practices of Hinduism in Buddhism are evident to it. 

v. Revival of Hinduism and rise of Bhakti also caused its decline and Bhakti 

gained momentum 
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vi. Age of Gupta and their patronage to Hinduism also contributed to its decline 

 

e. Although it lost its sheen in the land of its origin, it spread beyond India and still 

commands a great number of devotees outside India. For instance- Srilanka, 

Bhutan,China,Japan etc still have ardent Buddhist followers. 

 

2) Discuss the developments in science and technology during ancient age in India. 

Answer Script:- 

Astronomy:- 

 Arya Bhatta’s Aryabhattiya is concise text containing 121 verses. Explained Sonar and Lunar 

eclipse. 

 Varahamihira in Panch Siddhantika  gives the summary of five schools of astronomy present 

in his time 

Mathematics:- 

 The town planning of Harappa shows that the people possessed a good knowledge of 

measurement and geometry. By third century AD mathematics developed as a separate 

stream of study. Indian mathematics is supposed to have originated from the Sulvasutras. 

 Apastamba in second century BC, introduced practical geometry involving acute angle, 

obtuse angle and right angle. This knowledge helped in the construction of fire altars where 

the kings offered sacrifices 

 The three main contributions in the field of mathematics were the notation system, the 

decimal system and the use of zero 

 Brahmagupta’s Brahmasputa Siddhanta is the very first book that mentioned ‘zero’ as a 

number, hence, Brahmagupta is 

considered as the man who found zero 

 Aryabhatta discovered algebra and also formulated the area of a triangle, which led to the 

origin of Trignometry. 

 Brahmagupta the great 7th century mathematician has given a description of negative 

numbers as debts and positive numbers as fortunes, which shows that ancient Bharatiyas 

knew the utility of mathematics for practical trade. 

Medicine:- 

 Diseases, cure and medicines were mentioned for the first time in the Atharva Veda. 

 Takshila and Varanasi emerged as centres of medicine and learning. 
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 The two important texts in this field are Charaksamhita by Charak and Sushrutsamhita by 

Sushruta. 

 Sushruta was a pioneer of this surgery.The surgeons in ancient India were familiar with 

plastic surgery (repair of noses, ears and lips). 

 

Metallurgy:- 

 The glazed potteries and bronze and copper artefacts found in the Indus valley excavations 

point towards a highly developed metallurgy. 

 The vedic people were aware of fermenting grain and fruits, tanning leather and the process 

of dyeing. 

 The iron pillar in the Qutub Minar complex is indicative of the high quality of alloying that 

was being done. 

 Textile dyeing was popular. The Ajanta frescoes reflect on the quality of colour. These 

paintings have survived till date. 

Geography:- 

 Lothal, a site in Gujarat has the remains of a dockyard proving that trade flourished in those 

days by sea. 

 In the early medieval period with the development of the concept of tirtha and tirtha yatra, 

a vast mass of geographical information was accumulated. 

 They were finally compiled as parts of Puranas. In many cases separate sthala purana was 

also compiled. 

 

3) Compare and contrast various features of different school of art prevalent in India during post-

Mauryan age. 

Answer Script:-  

The answer script is exhaustive. 

MATHURA SCHOOL OF ARTS, GANDHARA SCHOOL OF ARTS, AMARAVATI SCHOOL OF 
ARTS 

Mathura School of art 

 At Sanchi, Barhut or Gaya, Buddha was never depicted in a human form but was 
represented only as a symbol of either two footprints or wheel. 
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 Artisans from Mathura initially continued the Mauryan sculptural forms of the 
Yaksha and Yakshi, until a human image of Buddha appeared, which was 
independent of other schools of art, but later influenced by the Gandhara School. 

 The representations of the Buddha in Mathura, in central northern India, are 
generally dated slightly later than those of Gandhara. 

Period and Center of Production 

 Mathura School of art is purely indigenous style. Mathura art developed during post 
Maurya peiod (mainly during Shunga period) and reached its peak during the Gupta 
period (AD 325 to 600). 

 The traditional centre, Mathura, remained the main art production site whereas 
Sarnath and Kosambi also emerged as important centres of art production. Spotted 
red sandstone has been used in this school. 

Type of Sculpture: 

 The Mathura School of Art, noted for its vitality and assimilative character, was a 
result of the religious zeal of Brahmanism, Jainism and Buddhism. Images of 
Vaishnava and Shaiva faiths are also found at Mathura but Buddhist images are 
found in large numbers. The images of Vishnu and Shiva are represented by their 
weapons. Images of the Buddha, Yakshas, Yakshinis, Shaivite and Vaishnavite deities 

and portrait statues are profusely sculpted.  
 Theme may vary from Buddhist to Brahmanical to sometimes secular. Several 

Brahmanical Deities were first crystallized by this school. 
 In these sculptures, Buddha was depicted as Human and the main theme was 

Buddha and Bodhisattavas. Both sitting and standing posture of Buddha’s statues 
were carved out in the Mathura school. Buddha image at Mathura is modelled on 
the lines of earlier Yaksha images whereas in Gandhara it has Hellenistic features.  
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A Bodhisattva, 2nd century, Mathura 

 The Jina Image and Indigenous style of Buddhas image was a remarkable features of 
Mathura art. The Sarvatobhadrika image of 4 jain Jinas standing back to back belongs 
to the Mathura school.  

Jain sarvatobhadra 

 The Standing Buddhas of the Sravasthi ,Sarnath and Kausambhi belong to the 
Mathura School.  

Standing Buddha, Sarnath 

 The sitting Buddha of Mathura School is in padmasana and soles of the feet have 
been decorated with Tri ratna and Dharmachakra signs.  
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Buddha attended by 2 Bodhisattvas. Mathura, 
2nd century CE 

 The presences of the two attendants by the side of Buddha who hold Chanwars is a 
feature of the Mathura school and this figure has been later inspired the images of 
Indian Deities. 

 The art of Mathura features frequent sexual imagery. Female images with bare 
breasts, nude below the waist, displaying labia and female genitalia are common.  

The Buddha, Kushana period, 2nd century A.D., Katra 
mound, Mathura region 
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Sculpture Features and Its Evolution 

 More stress is given to the inner beauty and facial emotions rather than bodily 
gesture. 

 There is boldness in carving the large images. The first Mathura image makers never 
intended to sculpt an anatomically correct human Buddha. Their images were a 
composite of 32 major and 80 minor laksana, or marks. Later, the Human Buddha 
images evolved associated with humanly beauty and heroic ideals. 

 The early images of the Buddha and the Bodhisattva are happy, fleshy figures with 
little spirituality about them. The block like compactness and smooth close-fitting 
robe, almost entirely devoid of folds, are replicated in the earliest standing Buddha 
image that belongs to the Mathura school. 

 The volume of the images is projected out of the picture plane, the faces are round 
and smiling, heaviness in the sculptural volume is reduced to relaxed flesh. The 
garments of the body are clearly visible and they cover the left shoulder. 

 However, in the second century AD, images got sensual with increased rotundness 
and became flashier. 

 The extreme fleshiness was reduced by the third century AD and the surface features 
also got refined. 

 The trend continued in the fourth century AD but later, the massiveness and 
fleshiness was reduced further and the flesh became more tightened. The halo 
around the head of Buddha was profusely decorated. 

Gandhara School of Art / Greco-Buddhist art 

 Greco-Buddhist art is the artistic manifestation of Greco-Buddhism, a cultural 
syncretism between the Classical Greek culture and Buddhism, which developed 
over a period of close to thousand years in Central Asia, between the conquests of 
Alexander the Great in the 4th century BC, and the Islamic conquests of the 7th 
century AD. 

Origin Place and Period of Development 

 The origins of Greco-Buddhist art are to be found in the Hellenistic Greco-Bactrian 
kingdom (250 BC- 130 BC), located in today’s Afghanistan, from which Hellenistic 
culture radiated into the Indian subcontinent with the establishment of the Indo-
Greek kingdom (180 BC-10 BC). 

 Under the Indo-Greeks and the Kushans, the interaction of Greek and Buddhist 
culture flourished in the area of Gandhara, in today’s northern Pakistan, before 
spreading further into India, influencing the art of Mathura, and then the Hindu art 
of the Gupta empire, which was to extend to the rest of South-East Asia. 

 The influence of Greco-Buddhist art also spread northward towards Central Asia, 
strongly affecting the art of the Tarim Basin, and ultimately the arts of China, Korea, 
and Japan. 

 



UPSCTREE [UTM 06 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

http://upsctree.com Page 8 
 

Salient Features 

 Gandhara style of art that developed in sculpture was a fusion of Greco-Roman and 
Indian styles. Gandhara school was heavily influenced by Greek methodologies, the 
figures were more spiritual and sculpted mainly in grey, and great detail was paid to 
exact depiction of body parts. 

 It is also known as Graeco-Buddhist School of art. 
 The Gandharan Buddha image was inspired by Hellenistic realism, tempered by 

Persian, Scythian, and Parthian models. 
 Theme is mainly Buddhist, depicting various stories from the life of Buddha.Sculptors 

constructed Buddhist images with anatomical accuracy, spatial depth, and 
foreshortening. 

 The images of Buddha resembled Greek God Apollo. Buddha’s curls were altered 
into wavy hair. The Buddha of Gandhar art is sometimes very thin, which is opposite 
in Mathura art. 

 More stress is given to the bodily features and external beauty. 

 



UPSCTREE [UTM 06 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

http://upsctree.com Page 9 
 

Gandhara Style, Afghanistan,4th-5th C.  

 It looks like the Mathura, Gandhara arts cross-fertilized in due course of time, and 
the bulky Mathura Buddha gradually gave way to the slender elegance of the 
Gandharan image. The result of this synthesis ennobled, refined, and purified the 
Buddha image that appeared in the Gupta period. This Gupta style became the 
model for Southeast Asian Buddha images. 

 Some Greco-Buddhist friezes represent groups of donors or devotees, giving 
interesting insights into the cultural identity of those who participated in the 
Buddhist cult. 

Material Used 

 Grey sandstone is used in Gandhara School of Art. The Bamyan Buddha of 
Afghanistan were the example of the Gandhara School. 

 The other materials used were Mud, Lime, Stucco. However, Marble was not used in 
Gandhara art. 

 Terracotta was used rarely. 
 Stucco provided the artist with a medium of great plasticity, enabling a high degree 

of expressiveness to be given to the sculpture. 

The Various Mudras of Buddha in Gandhara Art 

 In all the Buddha depicted in the Gandhara Art is shown making four types of hand 
gestures and this is a remarkable feature in this art. The gestures are as follows: 
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1. Abhayamudra : Don’t fear  
2. Dhyanamudra : meditation  

Buddha in Dhyanamudra, Swat Valley, 
Pakistan(Buddha when meditating under the pipal tree before his Enlightenment) 
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3. Dharmachakramudra: a preaching mudra 
Seated in dhyanasana with his arms crossed before his chest in the gesture of 
teaching, Dharmachakra Mudra. This mudra symbolizes one of the most important 
moments in the life of Buddha, the occasion when he preached to his companions 
the first sermon after his Enlightenment in the Deer Park at Sarnath. 

4. Bhumisparshamudra: Touching the earth  

“The 
Enlightenment : After meditating for forty days beneath a pipal tree, the Buddha 
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approached the moment of omniscience. Evil demons have failed to distract him, 
and he calmly touches the earth to witness his attainment of enlightenment. 

Under Kushana 

 In India, first time the Gandhara art flourished during the Kushana rule in India. 
Particularly Kanishka, the greatest of the Kushanas was a great patron of art and 
architecture. It was during his reign that Gandhara School of art flourished. 

 The Kushans, at the centre of the Silk Road enthusiastically gathered works of art 
from all the quarters of the ancient world, as suggested by the hoards found in their 
northern capital in the archeological site of Begram, Afghanistan.The Kushans 
sponsored Buddhism together with other Iranian and Hindu faiths. 

 Particularly under the Kushans, there are also numerous representations of richly 
adorned Bodhisattvas, all in a very realistic Greco-Buddhist style. The Bodhisattvas, 
characteristic of the Mahayana form of Buddhism, are represented under the traits 
of Kushan princes. 

 Their coins, however, suggest a lack of artistic sophistication: the representations of 
their kings, such as Kanishka, tend to be crude (lack of proportion, rough drawing), 
and the image of the Buddha is an assemblage of a Hellenistic Buddha statue with 
feet grossly represented and spread apart in the same fashion as the Kushan king.  

Kanishka, 1st century A.D. Mathura Region 

 This tends to indicate that the Hellenistic Greco-Buddhist statues were used as 
models, and a subsequent corruption by Kushan artists.  
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An early Mahayana 
Buddhist triad. From left to right, a Kushan devotee, the Bodhisattva Maitreya, the 
Buddha, the Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, and a Buddhist monk. 2nd-3rd century AD, 
Gandhara. 

The “Kanishka casket,”(made in gilded 
copper) with the Buddha surrounded by Brahma and Indra, and Kanishka on the lower part, 
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AD 127. Maitreya, with Kushan devotees, 

left and right. 2nd century Gandhara Kushans 
worshipping the Buddha’s bowl. 2nd century Gandhara.  

Influence of Gandhara Arts on other Indian Arts 

Influence on Mathura Art 

 Many Mathura sculptures incorporate many Hellenistic elements, such as the 
general idealistic realism, and key design elements such as the curly hair, and folded 
garment. 

 Specific Mathuran adaptations tend to reflect warmer climatic conditions, as they 
consist in a higher fluidity of the clothing, which progressively tend to cover only one 
shoulder instead of both. Also, facial types also tend to become more Indianized. 
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 The mixed character of the Mathura School in which we find on the one hand, a 
direct continuation of the old Indian art of Bharut and Sanchi and on the other hand, 
the classical influence derived from Gandhara. 

Influence on Amaravati Art 

 The influence of Greek art can be felt beyond Mathura, as far as Amaravati on the 
East coast of India, as shown by the usage of Greek scrolls in combination with 
Indian deities. Other motifs such as Greek chariots pulled by four horses can also be 
found in the same area. 

Greek scroll supported by Indian Yaksas, Amaravati, 
3rd century AD  

Influence on Gupta Art 

 The art of Mathura acquired progressively more Indian elements and reached a very 
high sophistication during the Gupta Empire, between the 4th and the 6th century 
AD. The art of the Gupta is considered as the pinnacle of Indian Buddhist art. 

 Hellenistic elements are still clearly visible in the purity of the statuary and the folds 
of the clothing, but are improved upon with a very delicate rendering of the draping.  
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Buddha of the Gupta period, 5th century, Mathura. 

 Artistic details tend to be less realistic, as seen in the symbolic shell-like curls used to 
render the hairstyle of the Buddha.  

Head of a Buddha, Gupta period, 6th century. 

Main Differences between Mathura School of Arts and Gandhara School of Arts 

(1) Origin 

 Mathura School: No foreign Influence, however, later it cross fertilized with the 
Gandhara School. Its development took place indigenously. 

 Gandhara School: Strong Greek influence.  Was based on Greco-Roman norms 
encapsulating foreign techniques and an alien spirit. It is also known as Graeco-
Buddhist School of art. Initially inspired by Yaksha Images Assimilating various traits 
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of Acamenian, Parthian and Bactrian traditions into the local tradition is a hallmark 
of the Gandhara style. Initially inspired by Hellenistic features. 

(2) Material Used 

 Mathura School: Spotted Red Sandstone 
 Gandhara School: Blue-grey Mica schist / Grey Sandstone 

(3) Image Features 

 Mathura School: Early period: Light volume having fleshy body. Later Period: 
Flashiness reduced. Buddha carved out in various Mudras. Not much attention to 
detailed sculpting. Buddha is stout. 

 Gandhara School: Finer details and realistic images. Buddha carved out in various 
Mudras. Curly hair, anatomical accuracy, spatial depth, and foreshortening. Buddha 
is sometimes thin. 

(4) Halo 

o Mathura School: The halo around the head of Buddha was profusely 
decorated. Images are less expressive.  

Buddha with decorated Halo 

 Gandhara School: Not decorated, generally.The images are very expressive. 

Amaravati School of Art 

 In Amaravati, situated in the eastern Deccan, Andhra Pradesh, a different type of art 
form evolved and flourished for nearly six centuries commencing from 200-100 BC. 
Patronized first by the Satavahanas and later by the Ikshvakus and also by other 
groups 

 The Amaravati school of art occupies a pre-eminent position in the history of Indian 
Art. With its beginning in 3rd century BC the Amaravati unfolds its chapters through 
the galaxy of sculptural wealth that designed the Mahachaityas. 
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 The lotus and the purnakumbha motifs are typical of Amaravati Art expressing 
auspiciousness and abundance. 

 White Marble was used in this art and the themes were Buddha’s life and Jatakas 
tales. The curly hairs of Buddha is a feature that is influenced by the Greeks. 

 In this school, the Kings, Princes, Palaces etc. have got prominence. 
 Among the events of Buddha’s life, the most popular to be depicted, are his descent 

from heaven in the form of a white elephant, queen Maya’s conception, the casting 
of his horoscope after his birth, the great renunciation, the transportation of 
Gautam’s head-dress to heaven, the scene of temptation, the Naga- Muchalinda 
protecting the Buddha from rain with broadhood, the first sermon, and the 
mahaparinirvana represented by the stupa. 

A drum slab carved in 
limestone with the four events related to the Buddha’s birth: Mayadevi’s Dream (top 
right); the Interpretation of the Dream attended by the dikpala-s (top left); the Birth 
of the Buddha attended again by the dikpala-s (bottom right); the Presentation of 
the Buddha to the caitya of the Sakyas (bottom left).  
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Depicts a scene from the 
Buddha’s life when he was prince Siddhartha, before his renunciation of his princely 
status and his subsequent quest for enlightenment. He is surrounded by palace 
women 

Four Different Periods 

First Period (200-100 BC) 

 Through the successive stages, one may observe an advance in technique and 
refinement. The first period is evidenced at Jagayyapeta, where a few slabs on 
decorative pieces at the base of the stupa have been found. These slabs depict 
pilasters at intervals with animals above bell-shaped capitals and devotees adoring 
the Buddha, who is symbolically represented. 

Second Period (100 BC to AD 100) 

 The casing slabs above the platform are to be attributed to the second period.These 
slabs contain superposed panels depicting the Buddha in preaching form. The figures 
are more graceful and natural than those of the first period. 

 They depict the principal scenes of Buddha’s life, the Buddha almost always being 
represented by a symbol, though in two or three places he is personified, the earliest 
cases of his personification on record. 

 The sculpture showing Siddhartha leaving his palace on his journey, is typical of 
symbolic representation. 
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Third Period (AD 150) 

 The railing round the stupa was carved. An inscription informs that in Vasisthiputra 
Sri Pulamavi’s reign (of Satavahana), additions were made to the stupa and the 
Tibetan tradition associated the Buddhist Acharya Nagarjuna with the construction 
of the rail. 

 The sculptures form the high watermark of this school and the most outstanding in 
the whole of India. A new feature, absent in the earlier sculptures of Amaravati, is 
the delineation of different planes. The figures of the first plane are carved in deep 
relief, and the depth of cutting gradually diminishes with the successive planes. 

 Most remarkable of all is the skill displayed in representation of scenes of action. 
 The sculptures of Nagarjunikonda on the light- green limestone were a sequel to the 

Amaravati School and had their beginning contemporary with the third period of 
Amaravati art. The panels on the carved vertical slabs contained scenes illustrating 
the Jatakas. 

Fourth Period (AD 200-) 

 The casing slabs of the fourth period show richer and elaborate carvings than the 
rail. The figures in the sculptures of this period tend to grow taller and slimmer. Also, 
one sees the finest miniature sculptures on the small circular bosses, in the friezes 
and on the casing slabs. 

 The statues of the Buddha dating from the third century AD are magnificient and 
powerful creations. The features are full and the body is far from slender, the 
expression aristocratic and benign. The head is crowned with short curly hair. 

  

 

4) From National flag to National Emblem, From Preamble of constitution to Fundamental duties –

India has imprints of Ashoka all over it. He was relevant then, he is relevant now .Elucidate. 

Answer Script:- 

From national flag to national emblem:- 

 The "Ashoka Chakra" in the centre of the national flag  is the wheel of the law of 

dharma. Truth or satya, dharma or virtue ought to be the controlling principle of 

those who work under this flag. Again, the wheel denotes motion. There is death in 

stagnation. There is life in movement. India should no more resist change, it must 

move and go forward. The wheel represents the dynamism of a peaceful change 

 It resonates with the Dhamma concept of Ashoka 

 The National Emblem of India is a replica of the Lion of Sarnath, near Varanasi in 

Uttar Pradesh. The Lion Capital was erected in the third century BC by Emperor 

Ashoka to mark the spot where Buddha first proclaimed his gospel of peace and 

emancipation to the four quarters of the universe. The National emblem is thus 
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symbolic of contemporary India's reaffirmation of its ancient commitment to world 

peace and goodwill.   

From Preamble of constitution to Fundamental duties:- 

 Secularism – “There should not be honour of one’s own (religious) sect and condemnation of 

others without any grounds”.( Rock Edicts XII) 

 According to the edicts, Ashoka took great care of the welfare of his subjects (human and 

animal), and those beyond his borders, spreading the use of medicinal treatments, 

improving roadside facilities for more comfortable travel, and establishing "officers of the 

faith" throughout his territories to survey the welfare of the population and the propagation 

of the Dharma.(Welfarist approach of Ashoka and Social justice) 

 Rock edict VII – Requests for tolerance for all religions 

 Pillar Edit III- Abolishes sins of harshness, cruelty, anger, pride etc 

 

 Ashoka showed great concern for fairness in the exercise of justice, caution and tolerance in 

the application of sentences, and regularly pardoned prisoners. 

o “It is my desire that there should be uniformity in law and uniformity in sentencing. I 

even go this far, to grant a three-day stay for those in prison who have been tried 

and sentenced to death. During this time their relatives can make appeals to have 

the prisoners' lives spared. If there is none to appeal on their behalf, the prisoners 

can give gifts in order to make merit for the next world, or observe fasts”. Pilar Edict 

Nb4 

 Major Rock Edict I – Prohibits animal slaughter (resonates well with fundamental duties) 

 Major Rock Edict II - Provides for care for man and animals 

 Major Rock Edict V - Concerns about the policy towards slaves. 

 Dharma is good, but what constitutes Dharma? (It includes) lesser evil and greater good, 

kindness, generosity, truthfulness and purity. Pilar Edict Nb2 

Ashoka’s principles had deep impact on Indian minds and reverberated in  constitution. He was 

relevant then and his concepts are relevant now. 
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5) The Indo-Islamic architecture was as much Indian as it was Persian. 

Answer Script:- 

By the twelfth century India was already familiar with monumental constructions in grandiose 

settings. Certain techniques and embellishments were prevalent and popular, such as trabeation, 

brackets, and multiple pillars to support a flat roof or a small shallow dome.  

While arches were shaped in wood and stone, these were unable to bear the weight of the top 

structure. Now, however, the archuate form of construction was introduced gradually in which 

arches could support the weight of the domes. Such arches needed to be constructed with voussoirs 

(series of interlocking blocks) and fitted with keystones.  

The domes, resting on pendentives and squinches enabled spanning of large spaces leaving the 

interiors free of pillars. A noteworthy aspect of these migrations and conquests was that Muslims 

absorbed many features of local cultures and traditions and combined them with their own 

architectural practices. Thus, in the field of architecture, a mix of many structural techniques, 

stylised shapes, and surface decorations came about through constant interventions of acceptance, 

rejection or modification of architectural elements.  

These architectural entities or categories showcasing multiple styles are known as Indo-Saracenic or 

Indo-Islamic architecture.  

According to E. B. Havell, Hindus conceived manifestations of god everywhere in multiple forms as 

part of their religious faith whereas a Muslim thought of only one with Muhammad as His Prophet. 

Hence, Hindus adorned all surfaces with sculptures and paintings. Muslims forbidden to replicate 

living forms on any surface, developed their religious art and architecture consisting of the arts of 

arabesque, geometrical patterns and calligraphy on plaster and stone.  

Architectural edifices in the Indian sub-continent, as elsewhere in the world, were constructed by 

wealthy people. They were, in descending order, rulers and nobles and their families, merchants, 

merchant guilds, rural elite and devotees of a cult. In spite of the obvious Saracenic, Persian and 

Turkish influences, Indo-Islamic structures were heavily influenced by prevailing sensibilities of 

Indian architectural and decorative forms. A lot depended on the availability of materials, limitations 

of resources and skills and the sense of aesthetics of the patrons. Although religion and religiosity 

were very important to people of medieval India, as elsewhere, they borrowed architectural 

elements liberally.  

Example:- 

Gol Gumbad is a fine convergence of many styles located in medieval India. Monumentality, majesty 

and grandeur, integral aspects of the architectural experience in India, are associated with buildings 

of Bijapur. While its structural particularities of dome, arches, geometric proportions and load 

bearing techniques suggest Timurid and Persian styles, it is made of local material and is decorated 

with surface embellishments popular in the Deccan.  
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Chand Minar, built in the fifteenth century, is a 210- feet-high tapering tower divided into four 

storeys. Painted peach now, its façade once boasted of chevron patterning on the encaustic tile 

work and bold bands of Quranic verses. Although it looked like an Iranian monument, it was the 

combined handiwork of local architects with those from Delhi and Iran. 

 

6) Discuss various reasons for the rise of extremism in Indian politics at the turn of 20th century. 

Answer Script:-  

The closing decade of the nineteenth century and early years of the twentieth century witnessed the 

emergence of a new and younger group within the Indian National Congress, which was sharply 

critical of the ideology and the methods of the moderates. 

These “angry young men” advocated the adoption of Swaraj as the goal of the Congress to be 

achieved by more self-reliant and independent methods. The new group came to be called the 

Extremist party in contrast to the older one, which began to be referred to as the Moderate party. 

Causes of rise of Extremism: 

1. The refusal to meet the political and economic demands by the government and its 

repressive measures against the growing national movement shook the faith of an increasing 

number of Indians in the ideology and technique of liberal nationalism. Leadership of 

moderates had failed to deliver any fruit to India and so young nationalist leaders started to 

acquire dominant position gradually. 

2. Act of 1892 dissatisfied the congress leaders and so they choose to resort to legal and 

nationalist policies for their demands. 

3. Now they recognised the true nature of the British rule which moderates failed to and had 

belief in its being just. 

4. Education gave them a new vision and they got inspiration from India history. Western 

thinkers also influenced them. 

5. Increasing westernisation of India by British led them to think that they will destroy Indian 

traditions, customs and culture and so they grew against British. 

6. Lord Curzon’s reactionary policy was also responsible for the growth of extremism. He spoke 

derogatorily of Indian character in general which hurt pride of Indians.At Calcutta University 

Convocation, he said,” Undoubtedly truth took a high place in th codes of the west before it 

had been similarly honoured in the East.” The Calcutta Corporation Act, Official Secret Act, 

Indian University Act of 1904 created great resentment in India. The Delhi Durbar held n 

1903 when India had not fully recovered from famine of 1899-1900 was interpreted as a “a 

pompous pageant to a starving population”. 

7. Much more was the dissatisfaction with achievements of moderates which pave a way to 

extremists in Indian politics. 
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8. The rise of the extremism in the national movement was a reaction against the attempts of 

the Western reformists to reconstruct India in the image of the West. They were greatly 

influenced by the growth and development of spiritual nationalism in India. 

9. Contemporary International influences: Abyssinia’s repulsion of Italian Army in 1896, and 

Japan’s victory over Russia in 1905 broke the spell of European invincibility. Nationalistic 

movements in Egypt, Persia, Turkey and Russia also influenced extremism, Also humiliating 

treatment of Indians in British colonies like South Africa helped extremism. 

10. Partition of Bengal was one of the most important reason of emergence of extremism. 

11. Most of the limitations of moderates were cause of birth of extremism. 

 

7) Sardar Patel accomplished a silent revolution by ensuring the absorption and assimilation of 

multitude principalities without shedding even a drop of blood. 

Answer Script:- 

On the eve of their departure, the British government announced that its paramountcy would lapse 

not only over the British territory but even over the native States . This meant that as many as 625 

small and big native States would become independent like India and Pakistan. Consequently, the 

country would be divided into a number of small and big units.  

    Before embarking on this mammoth task, Sardar sought to ensure the stability of administration 

by forging a bridge of faith and confidence with the "Steel Frame". Most of the I.C.S. officers 

suspected that the Congress leaders, particularly Sardar in view of his past experiences with them, 

would have no faith in the I.C.S. But Sardar rose to the occasion and reposed total trust in their 

capability to serve the nation. He was, thus, able to win their unstinted support in the endeavour of 

nation building.  

    Attempts were afoot for finalising the standstill agreement with the States. It provided that the 

Central Government will be vested with powers of defence, foreign policy and communications even 

over the States. Travancore, Hyderabad and some other States declared themselves sovereign States 

and created hurdles in the agreement. On the other end, Jinnah with a view to tempt Jodhpur, 

Jaisalmer and other border States made them an unconditional offer to align with Pakistan on their 

terms.  

To find an amicable solution to this complicated situation, Sardar issued a statement to the princes 

wherein he appealed to their sense of patriotism and reiterated that the new States department in 

no way, desire to have supremacy over them. "If at all, any sense of supremacy is required, it would 

be with common understanding and for common good. We are at a momentous stage in the history 

of India. By common endeavour, we can raise the country to new greatness, while lack of unity will 

expose us to unexpected calamities. I hope the Indian States will realise fully that if we do not 

cooperate and work together in the general interest, anarchy and chaos will overwhelm us all great 

and small, and lead us to total ruin". The statement which amply reflected his statesmanship and 

political sagacity, removed whatever doubts lurked in the minds of the princes.  
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    There was a popular agitation in Travancore and the State acceded to India. The Nawab of Bhopal 

could not take all this but when he realised that there was no alternative; he sent the instrument of 

accession duly signed to Sardar.  

    A man of iron will and absolute fearlessness, Sardar Patel tackled the question of 550 and odd 

State territories and principalities in such a strategic manner which left even his wildest critics in 

complete amazement. Almost within a year he redrew the map of India with every princely State 

joining the Indian union and thus, forming part of the political stream of life that was endowed with 

cultural unity and harmony. 

The intricacy of the situation can perhaps be gauged by the fact that there were 26 small States in 

Orissa and 15 in the Chattisgarh area of present Madhya Pradesh. It required skilful diplomacy on 

the part of Sardar Patel to persuade them to merge into bigger, more viable units. Even more ticklish 

was the case of Saurashtra where there were 14 big States, 119 small States and other units under 

different administrations totalling 860.  

    The herculean task of merging all of them into the Saurashtra union was also accomplished by 

Sardar Patel. Soon, State after State started acceding to the Indian Union. One after the other, 

Gwalior, Indore, Dhar, Dewas all accepted the advice of Sardar. Rajputana States followed the same. 

The Sikhs of Punjab also cooperated with the merger.  

    Even by August 15, Hyderabad kept aloof. Hence, Lord Mountbatten himself started negotiations. 

At one stage, it appeared that there was a settlement but Nizam found himself helpless against the 

pressures of Razakars. The Razakars started harassing the local public. Thus, when the situation went 

out of control, Sardar with the consent of the Governor General initiated police action. In 108 hours, 

the Nizam surrendered and Hyderabad acceded and merged with India. The Nawab of Junagadh 

accepted an accession with Pakistan. Sardar solved this complex problem in his own inimitable way 

and the Nawab and his Diwan left Junagadh for Pakistan.  

    Thus, the idea for establishment of a united India undertaken by Sardar was completed with the 

merger of Hyderabad. Politically, India became one and united. In the history of India stretched over 

ages, India became one and united for the first time and that too without shedding a drop of blood. 

That was the marvel of the personality of Sardar. The sterling qualities of leadership he had shown 

as leader of Satyagraha, flowered in greater way in the administration of the country, maintenance 

of law and order and ensuring stability of the country and making it invulnerable.  

8) Discuss the source and various aspects of Gandhiji’s political thinking. 

Answer Script:- 

Here are the major political thoughts of Gandhi and their sources:- 

Gandhi drew upon many people and personalities and synthesized their thoughts and inculcated 

them in his life. 

1) Ahimsha – This was an article of faith for Gandhi. His idea of Ahimsa encompassed not only non 

violence in physical actions but also in thoughts, speech etc. He suggested incorporating this concept 

not only in political sphere but also in social, economic and other spheres. Gandhi’s idea of Ahimsa 
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was inspired by his understanding of religions like Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Christianity, Islam 

etc  

2) Swarajya – For Gandhi, Swarajya was important at the level of an individual. He believed that if 

man develops soul force and has control over his actions, there is no need of any external authority 

like the state for him. This influence on Gandhi is from Leo Tolstoy’s book “Kingdom of God within 

you”. In his book Hind Swarajya, Gandhi mentions that Swarajya is not simply liberation from foreign 

rule but ensuring a life of dignity and equality of opportunity for all individuals which is possible in 

Ram Rajya. Gandhian idea of Swarajya is influenced by Upanishads, Ramcharitmanas and also by 

ideas of Aurobindo Ghosh.  

3) Satyagraha – Satyagraha for Gandhi meant a fight for truth. Since the fight is for truth the 

methodology employed must also be noble. Gandhi believed that Satyagraha is a long drawn out 

process, inspired by the ideals of Swami Vivekananda who exhorted individuals to rise up, awake and 

not stop until the goal is achieved. The tools of Gandhian Satyagraha was Non Cooperation, Civil 

Disobedience which was inspired by HD Thoreau’s idea of “right of individuals to resist if the state 

does wrong”  

4) Views on state – Gandhi was an anarchist believing that state is unnecessary evil, incompatible 

with the idea of non violence. Even medium state according to him needed some s)ort of coercion 

and policing. State according to him is incompatible with the idea of Swarajya  

5) Sarvodaya – This is Gandhian alternative to Marxist Socialism. Gandhi believed in the idea of class 

cooperation in place of class conflict. He gave the concept of Bread LAbour and Trusteeship theory 

to ensure that fruits of development are well dispersed. Gandhian idea of Sarvodaya is inspired by 

John Ruskin’s book “Unto this Last” Gandhian political philosophies had a profound influence on 

India’s freedom struggle and led to its independence in what Bipan Chandra calls the “largest, 

greatest, one of a kind, non violent freedom struggle”  

6) Vegetarianism: - Henry Salt’s acclaimed work, A Plea for Vegetarianism ,which spoke of kindness 

to animals and cogently argued in favour of vegetarian diet , appealed to Gandhi instantly and made 

him turn to vegetarianism 

7) Hind Swaraj :- Edward Carpenter’s book , Civilisation : Its Cause and Cure , provided the 

groundwork for Gandhi’s Hind Swaraj. 

8) Austerity: - Gandhi’s mother had deep influence on Gandhi. Putlibai, Gandhi’s mother led an 

austere lifestyle and observed regular fasts which had lasting impression on Gandhi. 
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9) The Government of India act 1935 promised so much, but delivered so little. Discuss. 

Answer Script:- 

1) Formation of All India Federation:- 

 By giving 1/3rd representation to the Princely States, on the basis of nomination, in the 

proposed Federal Assembly, the British shrewdly desired to have their say in the Assembly 

through “committed princes”. Congress saw through this farce and it never came to fruition 

2) At the Federal Level:- 

 On matters of foreign affairs, defence, tribal areas and ecclesiastical affairs, the Governor 

General was advised by executive councillor not responsible to Central Legislature 

 System of religion based and class based electorates was further strengthened thereby 

fuelling separatist tendencies 

 Governor General still retained residuary powers to overturn decisions of Central 

Legislature. Eg restore cuts in grants, certify bills rejected by Assembly etc 

3) At the Provincial Level - 1935 Act ostensibly tried to grant autonomy to provinces by deriving 

legal authority of Governor from British Crown. However following were the shortcomings a. The 

governor had several special powers regarding minorities; rights of civil servants etc and he/she 

could take up and run administration in “special circumstances”. 40% of the budget could still not be 

voted upon 

4) At the Constitutional Level – It provided for a very rigid constitution with rights of amendment 

reserved by British Parliament, thereby denying Indians a semblance of right of self determination  

In the words of Jawaharlal Nehru, the 1935 Act provided a car with all brakes and no engines. 

 

10) Critically discuss the objectives of Bhoodan and Gramdan movements initiated by Acharya 

Vinoba Bhave? 

Answer Script:-  

In 1940 Gandhi chose Vinoba to be the first Satyagrahi i.e. non-violent resister, to offer non-violent 

resistance to the British regime. Vinoba’s social ativvism was founded on a lifetime’s study of the 

other major world religions. Vinoba’s life,reveals the harmony of the inner & outer life of a great 

man, who had an unwavering commitment to the practice of non-violence, to an engaged 

spirituality, & to the universal power of love.  

 

After India had independence, Vinoba started out on his extraordinary & unprecedented in recorded 

history, the Bhoodan (Land-Gift) Movement. Over a period of twenty years, Vinoba walked through 

the length & breadth of India persuading land-owners & land-lords to give their poor & 

downtrodden neighbours a total of four million acres of land.  
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History – (Few  details can be picked up to give it a chronological tinge – particular dates are not 

important though) 

In 1951,the Third Annual Sarvodaya Conference was held at Shivarampali, a village a few miles south 

of the city of Hyderabad in South India. Vinoba was persuaded to leave his community center 

(Ashram) at Pavnar, near Nagpur & attend the meetings. Vinoba decided to walk three hundred 

miles to Hyderabad. Telangana had been the scene of violent communist rebellion which was still 

smouldering in April 1951. For Vinoba the future of India was essentially a contest between the 

fundamental creeds of Gandhi & Marx. In coming to Hyderabad, Vinoba & other Gandhians were 

confronting a challenge & testing their faith in non-violence. 

 

On April 11th 1951, the final day of conference, Vinoba announced that on his walk home to Pavanar 

he & a few companions would tour the Communist infested areas of Telangana to spread the 

message of Peace i.e. Non-violence.  

Once in Telangana, Vinoba quickly showed his sensitivity to the new situation.  

On April 17th, at his second stop, Vinoba learned at first hand that village people were afraid of the 

police as well as the Communists & that the village was torn along class-lines. 

 

On April 18th 1951, the historic day of the very genesis of the Bhoodan movement, Vinoba entered 

Nalgonda district, the centre of Communist activity. The organizers had arranged Vinoba’s stay at 

Pochampalli, a large village with about 700 families, of whom two-thirds were landless.  

Pochampalli gave Vinoba a warm welcome. Vinoba went to visit the Harijan (the Untouchables) 

colony. By early afternoon villagers began to gather around Vinoba at Vinoba’s cottage. The Harijans 

asked for eighty acres of land, forty wet, forty dry for forty families that would be enough.  

Then Vinoba asked,”If it is not possible to get land from the government, is there not something 

villagers themselves could do?” To everyone’s surprise, Ram Chandra Reddy, the local landlord, got 

up & said in a rather excited voice: “I will give you 100 acres for these people.”  

At his evening prayer meeting, Ram Chandra Reddy got up & repeated his promise to offer 100 acres 

of land to the Harijans. This incident neither planned nor imagined was the very genesis of the 

Bhoodan movement & it made Vinoba think that therein lay the potentiality of solving the land 

problem of India.  

This movement later on developed into a village gift or Gramdan movement. This movement was a 

part of a comprehensive movement for the establishment of a Sarvodaya Society (The Rise of All 

socio-economic-political order), both in India & outside India 
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The movement passed through several stages in regard to both momentum & allied programmes.  

In October 1951, Vinoba was led to demand fifty million acres of land for the landless from the 

whole of India by 1957. Thus a personal initiative assumed the form of a mass movement, 

reminding the people of Gandhi’s mass movements. This was indeed a very remarkable achievement 

for a constructive work movement. The enthusiasm for the movement lasted till 1957 & thereafter it 

began to wane 

Meanwhile the Bhoodan Movement had been transformed from a land-gift movement to a village-

gift or Gramdan movement, in which the whole or a major part of a village land was to be donated 

by not less than 75% of the villagers who were required to relinquish their right of owner-ship over 

their lands in favour of the entire village, with power to equitably redistribute the total land among 

village’s families with a proviso for revision after some intervals. The Programme of individual land-

gifts was still there, but henceforth became a neglected activity. 

The Gramdan idea did not prove popular in the non-tribal areas & this partly accounted for the 

decline of the movement at the end of the 1950s. All this continued till 1974. from the view-point of 

its ups & downs. But there was another aspect as well & it related to allied programmes unfolded 

from time to time. Those progammes were Sampattidan (Wealth-gift), Shramdan (Labour-gift), 

Jeevandan (Life-long commitment to the movement by co-workers), Shanti-Sena (Peace-army), 

Sadhandan (gift of implements for agricultural operations).  

 

As regards attitudinal transformation, the propagation of ideas combined with the above material 

achievements, could not but affect the mind of the thinking people. The movement directly 

influenced the life-style of the co-workers, especially the life-long co-workers & through them many 

workers & associates or fellow-seekers.  

By adopting Gandhi’s ideas to the solution of the basic economic problem of land collection & 

equitable redistribution among the landless, the Movement kept Gandhi’s ideas of socioeconomic 

reconstruction alive at a period when the tendency of the educated elite was to overlook, if not to 

reject Gandhi’s ideas as irrelevant.  

The Movement kindled interest in the individuals to study Gandhi’s ideas & to assess their relevance. 

Jayaprakash Narayan,   one of the fore-most leaders in politics, before & after India’s Independence, 

came to be more & more intimately associated with the movement & realized that it was a superb 

endeavor to bring about revolution in human relations founded on   the Gandhian philosophy of 

non-violence. Ultimately Jayaprakash devoted his entire life to the construction of a Sarvodaya 

society. 

To conclude taking an overall view it cannot be gainsaid that the Bhoodan-Gramdan Movement, 

despite all its real & apparent limitations, it would ever be deemed as a glorious attempt for a 

peaceful & non-violent solution of the basic land problem of Indian society & through it for a non-

violent reconstruction of the Sarvodaya socio-economic-politico order of universal relevance & 

significance. 
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11) Discuss the contribution of Lord Cornwallis to Indian administration. 

Answer Script:- 

Lord Cornwallis twice held the high post of governor general. His first tenure lasted from 1786 to 

1793. For second time, he came to India in 1805, but died before he could do any wonders again. 

Permanent Settlement:- 

 Lord Cornwallis introduced the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, Banaras, Bihar, Carnatic (North 

Karnataka) and Orissa.  

As per this system, the Zamindars who formerly collected revenues were recognized as Land Lords 

and the ownership of the Land was made hereditary. This means that now onwards there would be 

no auctioning. The son of Zamindar would be a Zamindar.  

The idea was that Zamindars would have a “permanent interest” in the welfare of the Peasants. But 

the result was that cultivators were reduced to tenants, deprived of all kinds of rights on the land.  

The Zamindar could oust a cultivator any time, without giving any reason. In the same system in 

1799, the Zamindars were given rights to confiscate the land and kick out the tenant cultivators. 

 So the system was as follows:  

1. Zamindar was the real owner of the Land and “representative” of the Government. Peasants 

were now “tenants” of the Zamindars Peasants could be kicked out any time by the 

Zamindar  

2. The Zamindar was akin to a servant to the Government. He used to keep 11% of the revenue 

with him for “serving as agent of the Government” and 89% he had to pay to the 

Government.  

3. Thus the revenue started coming to the British on 10/11 ratio. The Permanent Settlement 

fixed the revenue of the land on a 10 year basis.  

4. The economic drain from India was set at a faster pace by Lord Cornwallis by putting in place 

the Zamindari or Permanent settlement system. The system remained in placed but later a 

new Mahalwari system was placed during the times of Sir Thomas Munroe in certain areas 

of India. 

Reforms in the East India Company  

To “curb” the corruption in the company, Cornwallis was given sufficient powers and authorities. He 

put in place the rules and regulations for the servants of the company.  

As per the new rules :- 
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1. Only qualified people would enter into the service of the company.  

2. No recommendation from England would be given weightage for appointments in the 

company’s service.  

3. The private trade of all the company servants was abolished.  

4. Company servants were now to sign a bond which included that they won’t accept any gifts 

from Indians and will not indulge in private trade.  

5. Top posts were only for Europeans, Indians were given posts which were lowest such as 

peons.  

6. The revenue collectors were deprived of the Judicial powers. 

Judiciary Reforms:- 

 Cornwallis introduced some significant reforms in the sphere of judicial administration and tried to 

complete the unfinished work of Warren Hastings. During his period number of revenue districts was 

reduced from 35 to 23 in the Presidency of Bengal. The collector was the head of the district. In 1787 

district courts were presided over by the collector. The collectors were vested with magisterial 

powers and empowered to administer criminal justice. 

In 1790-92 further changes were made in the administration of criminal justice. The Faujdari Adalats 

of the districts were abolished and in their place four circuit courts were established at Dacca, Patna, 

Calcutta and Murshidabad. These courts were presided over by two covenanted servants of the 

company who decided the cases with the help of Qazis and Muftis. The Sadar Nizamat Adalat was 

again shifted from Murshidabad to Calcutta. The Muhammadan Judge of this Adalat was removed 

and in his place the Governor General and Council presided over the Sadar Nizamat Adalat. 

By 1793 the judicial reforms of Cornwallis took the final shape and were embodied in the famous 

Cornwallis Code. Separation of powers was the basis of the new reforms. The collector was deprived 

of all his judicial and magisterial powers. The judges tried all civil cases in the districts. 

The collector was required to look after the administration and to realise the revenue of the district. 

Under the subordination of the District Judge Civil and criminal courts of Lower grade were 

established in which the Munsif and Sadar Amin tried the minor cases of the people. Appeals could 

be made to district court against the decisions of the Lower Courts. 

Commercial Reforms: 

Cornwallis took some steps for the improvement of trade and commerce. Since the establishment of 

Board of Trade at Calcutta, the company had procured goods through European and Indian 

contractors. These contractors often supplied goods at high prices and of low quality. Cornwallis 

stopped the practice of procuring supplies through contracts and started the practice of procuring 

supplies through Commercial Residents and agents. 

These Commercial Residents fixed the prices of goods with the manufacturers and also made 

advances to them. Cornwallis reduced the members of the Board of Trade from eleven to five and 
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placed it under the control of the Calcutta Council. He also issued instructions that the merchants 

would not be oppressed 

12) What are factor that led to the outbreak of French revolution in the closing decades of 18th 

century. 

Answer Script:-  

The causes of the French revolution can be attributed to several intertwining factors: 

 

1. Cultural: The Enlightenment philosophy desacralized the authority of the monarchy and 

the Catholic Church, and promoted a new society based on reason instead of traditions. 

2. Social: The emergence of an influential bourgeoisie which was formally part of the Third 

Estate (commoners) but had evolved into a caste with its own agenda and aspired to 

political equality with the clergy (First Estate) and the aristocracy (Second Estate). 

3. Financial: France's debt, aggravated by French involvement in the American Revolution, 

led Louis XVI to implement new taxations and to reduce privileges. 

4. Political: Louis XVI faced virulent opposition from provincial parliaments which were the 

spearheads of the privileged classes' resistance to royal reforms. Ineffective ruler. 

5. Economic: The deregulation of the grain market, advocated by liberal economists, resulted 

in an increase in bread prices. In period of bad harvests, it would lead to food scarcity 

which would prompt the masses to revolt. 

 

All these factors created a revolutionary atmosphere and a tricky situation for Louis XVI. In order to 

resolve the crisis, the king summoned the Estates-General in May 1789 and, as it came to an 

impasse, the representatives of the Third Estates formed a National Assembly, against the wishes of 

the king, signalling the outbreak of the French Revolution. 

 

 

13) The Treaty of Versailles which was intended to end a world war inadvertently triggered the 

next one. Elucidate. 

Answer Script:- 

On 28 June 1919, the peace treaty that ended World War I was signed by Germany and the Allies at 

the Palace of Versailles near Paris. Allied interests were represented by the ‘Big Three’: British Prime 

Minister David Lloyd George, French Premier George Clemenceau and US President Woodrow 

Wilson.  



UPSCTREE [UTM 06 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

http://upsctree.com Page 33 
 

The Great War had devastated Europe. Vast areas of north-western Europe were reduced to 

moonscapes; French and Belgian villages and towns had disappeared without trace.  

The conflict decimated Europe’s male population. Both sides suffered casualties on an almost 

incomprehensible scale. France had suffered more than 1.4 million dead, and more than 4 million 

wounded. In total, 8.5 million men had perished. 

Many voices at Versailles held Germany responsible for the war, calling for the country to be 

crushed economically and militarily, rendered incapable of future aggression.  

Clemenceau was the most ardent advocate of this view. Backed by the French public, he wanted to 

bring Germany to her knees.  

He called for Germany to pay huge sums of money, known as reparations. Lloyd George was aware 

of Britain’s appetite for vengeance, and publicly promised to ‘make Germany pay’. Yet privately, 

anxiety produced by the Russian Revolution convinced him that Germany needed to be a bulwark 

against Bolshevism. 

If Germany was left destitute, extreme left wing politics would find support among the population. 

Germany should not be treated leniently, but neither should she be destroyed. 

Wilson believed that Germany should be punished in a way that would lead to European 

reconciliation rather than revenge. Although the US public increasingly supported isolationism, 

Wilson called for the creation of an international peacekeeping organisation.  

Wilson’s ‘Fourteen Points’, his blueprint for the post-war world, called for self-determination for all 

European peoples, an end to secret treaties and European disarmament. 

On 7 May, the treaty was presented to Germany.  

She was stripped of 13 per cent of her territory and ten per cent of her population; the border 

territories of Alsace and Lorraine were returned to France. 

 Germany lost all of her colonies, 75 per cent of her iron ore deposits and 26 per cent of her coal and 

potash. The size of the army and navy was drastically cut, and an air force and submarines were 

forbidden. The Germans also had to officially accept ‘war guilt’ and pay reparations to the tune of 

£6,000 million. 

For the Allies, the treaty had created a just peace which weakened Germany, secured the French 

border against attack and created an organisation to ensure future world peace, to be called the 

League of Nations.  

Yet the backlash in Germany against the Versailles ‘Diktat’ was enormous. Territorial losses to the 

new Polish state on the Eastern Front (where Germany had actually been victorious) outraged many 

Germans. The demilitarisation of the Rhineland and the incorporation of large numbers of Sudeten 

Germans into the new state of Czechoslovakia provoked similar feelings.  

Perhaps the greatest resentment, however, was caused by the ‘War Guilt Clause’, which forced 

Germany to accept full responsibility for causing the war. In a nation that had lost 2 million men, and 
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was quickly developing a myth that it had not been militarily defeated in the war, but ‘stabbed in the 

back’ by its own politicians, this was difficult to bear. 

As Germany sought revisions to the treaty, the US Senate rejected the Versailles settlement and 

vetoed US membership of the League of Nations.  

This was to contribute to its failure as an international peacekeeping organisation in the unstable 

and dangerous years leading up to World War II.  

It was instability that the Versailles Treaty had done much to avoid and in the end created. 

 

 

14) Discuss the causes and consequences of Industrial revolution in 18th century England? 

Answer Script:- 

Throughout much of the agrarian era, the rate of technological innovation was less than one would 

expect in view of the size of agrarian societies, the amount of information available, and the extent 

of contact. 

The cause of this lay in the highly exploitative social systems and ideologies that shaped economic 

attitudes and activities and created a negative feedback effects. 

Late in the agrarian era, however, the rate of innovation in Western Europe increased substantially 

within a relatively short period of time, and by the latter part of the 18th century the Industrial 

Revolution was well under way. 

Causes of the industrial revolution:-  

1) The Accumulation of Information in the Agrarian Era:- 

 Probably the least heralded of the major causes of the Industrial Revolution was the gradual 

accumulation of technological information throughout the agrarian era 

2) Advances in Water Transportation and the Conquest of the New World:- 

Among the most important innovations were: 

 acquisition of the compass; 

 invention of the stern rudder; 

 construction of larger ships; and 

 Substitution of several smaller sails for a single large sail. 

These innovations allowed western sailors to venture out into open seas for extended periods:- 

1.      A tremendous growth in the money economy and decline in the older barter system thereby 

breaking down barriers to technological innovation; and 
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2.      It produced inflation creating a marked improvement in the position of the merchants relative 

to the governing class 

As a result of these consequences, power changed to merchants, people oriented to rational profit 

making and motivated to provide financial support for technological innovations that would increase 

the efficiency of people and machines. .Never before in history had technologically advanced 

societies enjoyed such a favourable relation of resources to population. 

3) The Printing Press and the Spread of Information 

The printing press was another technological innovation that played an important role in helping 

Western Europe societies break the traditional agrarian methods. 

Printing sped the dissemination of both new technological and ideological information and a major 

factor in overcoming resistance to innovation and change 

4) Advances in Agriculture 

Throughout the agrarian era, the chief restraint on societal growth and development was the state 

of agriculture technology. The rural elite, so long as it managed to extract a surplus sufficient to 

maintain its customary lifestyle, was content to preserve the status quo. And the peasants, so long 

as they managed simply to survive, were content to follow the practices inherited from their 

forebears or if not content, at least not motivated to change them. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, however, agriculture in Europe became more profit-oriented, 

capitalistic, and less governed by tradition and custom 

1.      Crop rotation 

2.      Selective breeding 

3.      Invention of simple machines to reduce labour 

4.      Dissemination of technical information concerning farming 

5.      Enclosing common lands. 

By the end of the 18th century, the traditional system of agriculture had been replaced in most of 

England by a new system of larger, more efficient farms operated on rational and capitalistic 

principles 

5) Cottage Industry:- 

At the dawn of the eighteenth century, farming was the primary livelihood in England, with at least 

75% of the population making its living off the land. This meant that many English families had very 

little to do during the winter months except sit around and make careful use of the food and other 

supplies that they stored up during the rest of the year. If the harvest had been smaller than usual or 

if any other unexpected losses had come about, the winter could be a very long, cold, and hungry 

one. The cottage industry was developed to take advantage of the farmers' free time and use it to 

produce quality textiles for a reasonable price.  
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To begin the process, a cloth merchant from the city needed enough money to travel into the 

countryside and purchase a load of wool from a sheep farm. He would then distribute the raw 

materials among several farming households to be made into cloth . T 

he preparation of the wool was a task in which the whole family took part. Women and girls first 

washed the wool to remove the dirt and natural oils and then dyed it as desired. They also carded 

the wool, which meant combing it between two pads of nails until the fibres were all pointed in the 

same direction.  

Next, the wool was spun into thread using a spinning wheel and wound onto a bobbin (this was 

often the job of an unmarried daughter; hence, the word "spinster" is still used today to describe an 

unmarried woman).  

The actual weaving of the thread into cloth was done using a loom operated by hand and foot; it was 

physically demanding work, and was therefore the man's job . The task of transforming raw wool 

into cloth could be done entirely by one household, or split between two or more (ie. spinning in 

one home, weaving in another). The merchant would return at regular intervals over the season to 

pick up the finished cloth, which he then brought back to the city to sell or export, and to drop of a 

new load of wool to be processed. 

The cottage industry proved to be profitable for the urban merchants, since they could sell the 

finished cloth for far more than they paid the famers to make it. The cottage industry helped to 

prepare the country for the Industrial Revolution by boosting the English economy through the 

increase of trade that occured as the country became well-known overseas for its high-quality and 

low-cost exports. Previously, tradesmen had done all the manufacturing themselves, so the idea of 

subcontracting was new and appealing. The cottage industry was also a good source of auxiliary 

funds for the rural people. However, many farming families came to depend on the enterprise; thus, 

when industrialization and the Agricultural Revolution reduced the need for farm workers, many 

were forced to leave their homes and move to the city.  

6) Enclosure 

Although serfdom in England had disappeared by the end of the seventeenth century, most farms 

were established on "common land" which local farmers typically leased from a wealthy proprietor 

who owned large areas of land in a district.  

There were, however, rules which prevented a landlord from expelling a tenant without a 

reasonable cause, and so farms could be passed down through a peasant family for generations.  

Traditionally, the land was divided into long narrow strips which grew smaller as the land was split 

into more parts for each succeeding generation. When new methods of agriculture began to be 

developed, it became clear that they would be more efficient with larger plots of land.  

Enclosure is defined as "the process of inclosing (with fences, ditches, hedges, or other barriers) land 

formerly subject to common rights”. This meant that the land that peasants had been cultivating on 

their own was returned to the control of the landowners and redistributed. Scavenging on someone 

else's land became illegal, and small farmers (who had no political influence and were generally 

given the poorer plots) often lost access to wood and water. 
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Although the process was not standardized until the General Enclosure Act of 1801 ,many private 

acts had been passed since the 1750's and enclosure had been common for well over a century 

before. The urbanization of the English population was largely fuelled by dispossessed peasants who 

moved to the city in the hopes of finding new work. (Abundance of workers, cheap labour) 

7) Other aspects:- 

The elements needed or preferred for the Industrial Revolution can be summarized as follows:  

 modern work attitudes  

 education  

 a product  

 transportation for the product  

 large market  

 "modern" government  

 money  

8) Financial Situations 

What were the financial situations necessary to support the Industrial Revolution?  

 A new banking system 

In Britain, expansion had led to new "private banking," a new money economy, and trading 

organizations such as the Hanseatic League. Modern credit facilities also appeared, such as the state 

bank, the bourse, the promissory note, and other new media of exchange. This created economic 

stimulus which in turn gave the people more money to spend.  

 A stable environment 

The steady economic systems present under the new national monarchies created a reliable 

atmosphere for the new Revolution. The most notable of these governments were in Portugal, 

Spain, the Netherlands, and England.  

 A large amount of capital for investment 

From the New World had come gold and silver, which in less than a century more than doubled 

European prices and stimulated economic activity, which in turn gave the wealthy more money to 

spend on new ideas.  

 Capitalism 

The capitalism of Adam Smith, or the "invisible hand," was another important new economic system 

and gave the people a desire to further the industrialization and gain money. The competition 

created a boom in economic expansion  



UPSCTREE [UTM 06 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

http://upsctree.com Page 38 
 

Consequences of the industrial revolution 

Initial Consequences:- 

The 1st indication of change came with the invention of the new spinning and weaving machines 

which necessitated the creation of factories. Factories, however, required a concentrated supply of 

dependable labour causing a migration to urban areas and a disruption of social relationships. Long-

standing ties of kinship and friendship were severed and could not easily be replaced, while local 

customs and institutions that had provided rural villagers with some measure of protection and 

support were lost for good. 

The misery of the new urban dwellers was compounded by the harshness of the factory system, 

which often operated along quasi-penal lines. 

Regardless of how hard life had been before, country folk had some control over their hourly 

movements, but now work was more arduous and restrictive. Women and children, though they had 

always worked in homes and fields, now worked in factories with dangerous machinery in dangerous 

working conditions. 

Minor infractions of complex rules, such as whistling on the job or leaving a lamp lit a few minutes 

too long after sunrise, led to finds, more serious infractions to floggings. 

One observer of the period wrote poignantly of hearing children, whose families could not afford 

clocks, running through the streets in the dark, long before the mills opened, so fearful were they of 

being late. 

1. Factory system gained currency.  

2. Initially the standards of living declined.  

3. Child labour also increased.  

4. Negative impact on environment. 

Long-Run Consequences:- 

1.      World population multiplied 7 fold from 725 million to more than 5 billion since 1750. 

2.      Rural-urban balance has reversed where in agrarian societies 90% were rural, today from 70-

90% are urban. 

3.      The largest urban communities of the industrial era are nearly 20 times the size of the largest in 

the agrarian era. 

4.      Women in industrial societies give birth to only about a third as many children. 

5.      Life expectancy at birth is almost 3 times greater. 

6.      The family is no longer a significant productive unit in the economy. 

7.      The role and status of women in the economy has changed. 
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8.      The role and status of youth has changed and youth cultures have become a significant factor. 

9.      The average per capita production and consumption of goods and services in advanced 

industrial societies is at least 10 times greater. 

10.  The division of labor is more complex. 

11.  Hereditary monarchical government has disappeared in industrial societies, except as a 

ceremonial and symbolic survival, and the proprietary theory of state has vanished entirely. 

12.  The functions and powers of government have been vastly enlarged. 

13.  Free public educational systems have been established and illiteracy has been largely eliminated 

in industrial societies. 

14.  New ideologies have spread widely such as socialism, capitalism, nationalism, and pragmatism. 

15.  The speed of travel has increased 100 times and the speed of communication 10 million times. 

16.  A global culture has begun to emerge. 

17.  Several societies have acquired the capacity to obliterate the entire human population  

 

15) Discuss the circumstances that led to disintegration of USSR in 1990s. 

Answer Script:- 

Weakening of economy: 

 The Soviet Union had grown to a size large enough to the point where it became 

cumbersome to continue state planning. But state planners were unwilling to give 

autonomy at mid-managerial level. This resulted in failed economic policies (failure to 

respond timely to continuous changes), while thwarting innovation. Managers commonly 

fudged numbers to show that quotas and goals were being met. 

 The state-planned economic system did not provide sufficient incentives to encourage 

innovation and ambitious productivity. 

 High expenditure in defense due to arms race and neglecting other sectors led to rise in food 

prices and decline in wages. 

 The closed market economy and coercive policies further crippled the economy. 

Afghanistan Quagmire:  

 The Soviet-friendly Afghan government was threatened by anti-communist insurgents, 

which grew to outnumber the Afghanistan army. The USSR supplied tens of thousands of 

troops and war machines. However, support transformed into an invasion followed by 

occupation of various cities and towns, bogging the Soviets down into a guerilla war with an 

increasingly growing and zealous Afghan resistance movement. By the time of the Soviet 
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withdrawal from 1987-89, nothing concrete had been gained, and the USSR left damaged 

and humiliated. 

The twin reforms: Prerestoika and Glasnost 

 Gorbachev in 1980s initiated Prerestoika(restructuring) and Glasnost(openness) as reforms 

to revitalize USSR but ended up destroying it 

 Perestroika: Refers to economic reforms enacted by Gorbachev in 1987, in an attempt to 

reverse the Soviet Union’s sliding economy. Some free market elements were added, but 

not enough to bring about reform. The free-market policies were enough to result in failed 

businesses, but shortages became common as price controls were kept in place. With price 

ceilings limiting profits, the incentive to produce sufficient quantities was removed. 

 Lack of Decentralization: When the Soviet Union did allow individual republics more 

autonomy, tax revenues were withheld. 

 Glasnost: With the Soviet public becoming more disenchanted with their secretive 

government, Gorbachev attempted to compensate by committing to openness and 

transparency with the media. Political prisoners were released. Newspapers could print 

criticisms of the government. For the first time, parties other than the Communist Party 

could participate in elections. However, this backfired as the public learned of long-standing 

political cover ups revealing past and recent atrocities, missteps by leadership, social and 

health failures of the USSR and the true extent of national economic problems. This further 

eroded support for the regime. 

 However once initiated it was difficult to control the reforms paving the way for fall of 

communism in Europe. 

Other reasons: 

 Chernobyl Disaster: The nuclear power plant accident in the Ukraine town of Cherynobyl. It 

was initially covered up by the Soviet government, compounding the health crisis, while 

further sowing the seeds of distrust within the constituency, as the extent of the disaster 

and the cover-up came to light. 

 Local Nationalism: With declining public perception of the Soviet government (due to 

political blunders), nationalism grew within each of the individual republics, creating 

independence ambitions in republics such as Ukraine, Belarus, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

 Excessive Military Focus: The USSR was overly-focused on military build-up, neglecting 

domestic troubles that would play a major role in bringing down the USSR. This was largely 

due to the perceived need to keep pace with the massive U.S. military build up. 

 Reduced Motivation of Fear: Friendlier relations with the U.S. in the 70s, 80s meant that the 

general public was no longer completely motivated to strengthen itself against the American 

threat. 
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 Ethnic Fragmentation: The USSR used “Slav Nation/Pride” propaganda as justification in 

creating a unified Slav state. However, Russia was clearly the favored and dominant state, 

while others (including Turkish/Central Asian constituents) were oppressed. Russians clearly 

viewed themselves as superior, despite asking client states to buy into Slav 

unity/patriotism/pride, which became a transparent effort to draw other Slav nations in 

under a false romantic ideal. As a result, non-Russians were quick to separate from the 

Soviet Union when it entered troubled waters. 

 The many wars and violent repression by China evoked passions throughout the globe thus 

making restructuring imperative. 

 The US doctrine of containment and hence their economic support to West Germany and 

other non-Communist states leading to flourishing economies earlier derided as capitalist 

attracted the European Soviet nations. 

 Moreover their political propaganda idolising democracy as the will and political right of 

people played its role. 

Sliding slope: 

 Soviet Union abandoned the traditional Brezhnev Doctrine i.e military intervention in 

support of Communist regime of other countries, withdrew Soviet troops from Afghanistan, 

and reduced the Soviet military presence in the Warsaw Pact. These emboldened the 

opposition and reduced confidence in USSR. 

 Movements for more reforms started in east European countries, demanding democratic 

governments. 

 The first opposition began in Poland,1989 with the formation of non-communist party 

named ―solidarity(party formed by non-communist unions). It was against one-party rule 

and adopted civil resistance as method to attain its ends, Poland allowed it to run for 

elections and it won. 

 The opposition was financially supported by the America. Hence, America too played 

indirect role in dissolving communism 

 This, in turn, sparked peaceful revolutions across Eastern Europe. The Berlin Wall fell in 

November; that same month, the “velvet revolution” in Czechoslovakia overthrew that 

country’s Communist government. A firing squad executed Romania’s Communist dictator, 

Nicolae Ceaucescu, and his wife 

 One by one, the Baltic states (Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia) declared their independence 

from Moscow. 

Final disintegration: 

 In 1991, Boris Yeltsin seized the power in Russia and the Belavezha Accords were signed, the 

decision to disband the Soviet Union had been made and supported by the governments of 

Ukraine and Belarus. Belavezha Accords is an agreement that declared the Soviet Union 
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effectively dissolved and established the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) in its 

place. 

 On December 12, 1991 Russia’s secession from the Union was sealed, the Belavezha Accords 

were ratified and the 1922 treaty on the creation of the Soviet Union was denounced. 

 Weeks later, they were followed by eight of the nine remaining republics. Georgia joined 

two years later. 

16) What do you understand by “Apartheid”? Why and how “apartheid” in South Africa was 

brought to an end? 

Answer Script:- 

Apartheid was the policy that governed relations between South Africa’s white minority and non-

white majority and sanctioned racial segregation and political and economic discrimination against 

non-whites. The implementation of apartheid, often called “separate development” since the 1960s, 

was made possible through the Population Registration Act of 1950, which classified all South 

Africans as either Bantu (all black Africans), Coloured (those of mixed race), or white. A fourth 

category—Asian (Indian and Pakistani)—was later added. 

Apartheid was a system of racial discrimination and segregation in South African government. It was 

formalised in 1948, forming a framework for political and economic dominance by the white 

population and severely restricting the political rights of the black majority. 

Racial segregation, sanctioned by law, was widely practiced in South Africa before 1948, but the 

National Party, which gained office that year, extended the policy and gave it the name apartheid. 

The Group Areas Act of 1950 established residential and business sections in urban areas for each 

race, and members of other races were barred from living, operating businesses, or owning land in 

them. 

 In practice this act and two others (1954, 1955), which became known collectively as the Land Acts, 

completed a process that had begun with similar Land Acts adopted in 1913 and 1936; the end result 

was to set aside more than 80 percent of South Africa’s land for the white minority.  

To help enforce the segregation of the races and prevent blacks from encroaching on white areas, 

the government strengthened the existing “pass” laws, which required nonwhites to carry 

documents authorizing their presence in restricted areas. Other laws forbade most social contacts 

between the races, authorized segregated public facilities, established separate educational 

standards, restricted each race to certain types of jobs, curtailed nonwhite labour unions, and 

denied nonwhite participation (through white representatives) in the national government. 

Between 1960 and 1990, the African National Congress and other mainly black opposition political 

organisations were banned. As the National Party cracked down on black opposition to apartheid, 

most leaders of ANC and other opposition organisations were either imprisoned or went into exile. 

The apartheid system in South Africa was ended through a series of negotiations between 1990 and 

1993 and through unilateral steps by the de Klerk government. These negotiations took place 
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between the governing National Party, the African National Congress, and a wide variety of other 

political organisations. Negotiations took place against a backdrop of political violence in the 

country, including allegations of a state-sponsored third force destabilising the country. The 

negotiations resulted in South Africa's first non-racial election, which was won by the African 

National Congress. 

However, increasing local and international pressure on the government, as well as the realisation 

that apartheid could neither be maintained by force forever nor overthrown by the opposition 

without considerable suffering, eventually led both sides to the negotiating table. 

Mandela was arrested several times during his adult life, often for his political ties with the African 

National Congress and his work as a lawyer. In 1961, Mandela led a campaign to sabotage South 

Africa’s ruling apartheid government. He was subsequently arrested and sentenced to life 

imprisonment; however, he was released in 1990 after serving 27 years in prison. 

The role played by Nelson Mandela in modern history is that of a strategic leader who helped end 

apartheid and bring free elections and democracy to South Africa. Mandela's importance to modern 

history centres on his resilience in the face of extreme adversity and his principled willingness to 

sacrifice his life for his beliefs. Although imprisoned for treason by the apartheid government of 

South Africa, Mandela's steadfast adherence to his cause helped to sway world opinion against the 

apartheid regime and bring about the international sanctions that eventually led to his release and 

election to the country's presidency. 

After his release, Mandela resumed his anti-apartheid activism and entered into negotiations with 

then-President F.W. de Klerk to end apartheid and establish multiracial elections in South Africa. 

Mandela was successful, and the African National Congress rose to power, with Mandela serving as 

president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999 

The apartheid system in South Africa was ended through a series of negotiations between 1990 and 

1993 and through unilateral steps by the de Klerk government. These negotiations took place 

between the governing National Party, the African National Congress, and a wide variety of other 

political organisations. Negotiations took place against a backdrop of political violence in the 

country, including allegations of a state-sponsored third force destabilising the country. The 

negotiations resulted in South Africa's first non-racial election, which was won by the African 

National Congress. 

 

17) Discuss various factors that led to rise of tension between two power blocs in the post World 

War II era. Also discuss why the cold war remained “cold”.  

 

Answer Script:-  

The Cold War was a state of political and military tension after World War II between powers in the 

Western Bloc (the United States, its NATO allies and others) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the 

Soviet Union and its allies in the Warsaw Pact). 
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It was termed as “cold” because there was no large-scale fighting directly between the two sides, 

although there were major regional wars in Korea, Vietnam and Afghanistan that the two sides 

supported. 

The Cold War split the temporary wartime alliance against Nazi Germany, leaving the USSR and the 

US as two superpowers with profound economic and political differences: the former being a single-

party Marxist–Leninist state, and the latter being a capitalist state with generally free elections. 

The two superpowers never engaged directly in full-scale armed combat but they each armed 

heavily in preparation of a possible all-out nuclear world war. Each side had a nuclear deterrent that 

deterred an attack by the other side, on the basis that such an attack would lead to total destruction 

of the attacker: the doctrine of mutually assured destruction or MAD. 

Aside from the development of the two sides’ nuclear arsenals, and deployment of conventional 

military forces, the struggle for dominance was expressed via proxy wars around the globe, 

psychological warfare, propaganda and espionage, and technological competitions such as the Space 

Race. 

 

 

Events which evolved into Cold War:-  

(1) Russian Revolution: 

 As a result of the 1917 Bolshevik takeover, Soviet Russia found itself isolated in international 

diplomacy. Leader Vladimir Lenin stated that the Soviet Union was surrounded by a “hostile 

capitalist encirclement”, and he viewed diplomacy as a weapon to keep Soviet enemies 

divided, beginning with the establishment of the Soviet Comintern, which called for 

revolutionary upheavals abroad. 
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 Subsequent leader Joseph Stalin, who viewed his USSR as a “socialist island”, stated that it 

must see that “the present capitalist encirclement is replaced by a socialist encirclement.”As 

early as 1925, Stalin stated that he viewed international politics as a bipolar world in which 

the Soviet Union would attract countries gravitating to socialism and capitalist countries 

would attract states gravitating toward capitalism, while the world was in a period of 

“temporary stabilization of capitalism” preceding its eventual collapse. 

 Bipolarity is a distribution of power in which two states have the majority of economic, 

military, and cultural influence internationally or regionally. Often, spheres of influence 

would develop. For example, in the Cold War, most Western and capitalist states would fall 

under the influence of the USA, while most Communist states would fall under the influence 

of the USSR. After this, the two powers will normally maneuver for the support of the 

unclaimed areas. 

(2) Mistrust before Second World War: 

 Various events before the Second World War demonstrated the mutual distrust and 

suspicion between the Western powers and the Soviet Union, apart from the general 

philosophical challenge the Communists made towards capitalism. 

 There was Western support of the anti-Bolshevik White movement in the Russian Civil War. 

In 1926 Soviet funding of a British general workers strike caused Britain to break relations 

with the Soviet Union. 

 Other factors that led to mutual distrust: Stalin’s 1927 declaration of peaceful coexistence 

with capitalist countries receding into the past, conspiratorial allegations during the 1928 

Shakhty show trial of a planned British- and French-led coup d’état, the American refusal to 

recognize the Soviet Union until 1933 and the Stalinist Moscow Trials of the Great Purge, 

with allegations of British, French, Japanese and Nazi German espionage. 

(3) Suspicion during Second World War: 

 The Soviet Union initially signed a non-aggression pact with Germany. But after the German 

Army invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941 and the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in 

December 1941, the Soviet Union and the Allied powers formed an alliance of convenience. 

Britain signed a formal alliance and the United States made an informal agreement. In 

wartime, the United States supplied both Britain and the Soviets through its Lend-Lease 

Program. (Proposed in late 1940 and passed in March 1941, the Lend-Lease Act was the 

principal means for providing U.S. military and other aid to foreign nations during World War 

II.) 

 However, Stalin remained highly suspicious and believed that the British and the Americans 

had conspired to ensure the Soviets bore the brunt of the fighting against Nazi Germany. 

Western Allies had deliberately delayed opening a second anti-German front in order to step 

in at the last moment and shape the peace settlement. Thus, Soviet perceptions of the West 

left a strong undercurrent of tension and hostility between the Allied powers. 
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(4) Situations at the end of  the World War II (1945–47) 

 The Allies disagreed about how the European map should look, and how borders would be 

drawn, following the war. Each side held dissimilar ideas regarding the establishment and 

maintenance of post-war security. The western Allies desired a security system in which 

democratic governments were established as widely as possible, permitting countries to 

peacefully resolve differences through international organizations. 

 Given the Russian historical experiences of frequent invasions and the immense death toll 

(estimated at 27 million) and the destruction the Soviet Union sustained during World War 

II, the Soviet Union sought to increase security by dominating the internal affairs of 

countries that bordered it.During the war, Stalin had created special training centers for 

Communists from different countries so that they could set up secret police forces loyal to 

Moscow as soon as the Red Army took control. Soviet agents took control of the media, 

especially radio; they quickly harassed and then banned all independent civic institutions, 

from youth groups to schools, churches and rival political parties. 

 Stalin also sought continued peace with Britain and the United States, hoping to focus on 

internal reconstruction and economic growth. 

 The Western Allies were divided in their vision of the new post-war world. Roosevelt’s goals- 

military victory in both Europe and Asia, the achievement of global American economic 

supremacy over the British Empire, and the creation of a world peace organization – were 

more global than Churchill’s, which were mainly centered on securing control over the 

Mediterranean, ensuring the survival of the British Empire, and the independence of Central 

and Eastern European countries as a buffer between the Soviets and the United Kingdom. 

 In the American view, Stalin seemed a potential ally in accomplishing their goals, whereas in 

the British approach Stalin appeared as the greatest threat to the fulfillment of their agenda. 

With the Soviets already occupying most of Central and Eastern Europe, Stalin was at an 

advantage and the two western leaders vied for his favors. 

 The differences between Roosevelt and Churchill led to several separate deals with the 

Soviets. In October 1944, Churchill travelled to Moscow and agreed to divide the Balkans 

into respective spheres of influence. 

 At Yalta, Roosevelt signed a separate deal with Stalin in regard of Asia and refused to 

support Churchill on the issues of Poland and the Reparations. 

 Allied negotiations concerning the post-war balance took place at the Yalta Conference in 

February 1945, albeit this conference also failed to reach a firm consensus on the framework 

for a post-war settlement in Europe. 
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18) The recent instances of violence in various parts of the country for various reasons suggest 

that diversity in India still remains a divisive force rather than a uniting force. Do you agree? 

Discuss? 

 

 Answer Script:-  

1. First , discuss what are the divisive forces:- 

a. Regionalism and lack of pan-Indian brotherhood. 

i. States are fighting over resource sharing such as water (Cauvery issues and 

others) which ultimately results in violent fights between the people of the 

competing states (E.g- Tamil and Karnataka fights) 

b. Other issues such as Son of the soil movement in Maharashtra and the subsequent 

violent disruption against certain group of people (Marathi vs Bihari fights) 

c. Ethnicity driven racism. For instance north-east Indians facing heat of racism in other 

parts of India (Nido Tania case) 

d. The greater north-south divide. Division between the hindi speaking northern belt of 

Indian and non-hindi speaking southern belt of Indian on linguistic line 

e. Communalism cases are rampant. Hindu-Muslim unity is yet to evolve. 

f. Anti-national and separatist struggle (in northeast India and Jammu & Kashmir) 

2. The mains reason for the aforementioned problems are due to the vast diversity of India and 

politicization of the issue which threatens the unity of India 

3. However, given the size of India and its diversity, the acts of divisive forces are a minority 

and majority of the country is peaceful. The unity can be seen in the recent disaster relief 

works in Chennai floods, Jammu & Kashmir floods or during the terrorist attacks or during 

the anti-corruption movement. This puts the faith that India is still unified and it is seen that 

people across the length and breadth of the country transcends the barriers of geography, 

race, culture or colour and help each other- the national will and national unity is amplified 

.Sports like cricket also help in unifying the country. 

4. The unity of the nation is aptly described by an author :- 

a. It is impossible not to be astonished by India. Nowhere on Earth does humanity 

present itself in such a dizzying, creative burst of cultures and religions, races and 

tongues. Enriched by successive waves of migration and marauders from distant 

lands, every one of them left an indelible imprint which was absorbed into the 

Indian way of life. Every aspect of the country presents itself on a massive, 

exaggerated scale, worthy in comparison only to the superlative mountains that 

overshadow it. It is this variety which provides a breathtaking ensemble for 

experiences that is uniquely Indian. Perhaps the only thing more difficult than to be 



UPSCTREE [UTM 06 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

http://upsctree.com Page 48 
 

indifferent to India would be to describe or understand India completely. There are 

perhaps very few nations in the world with the enormous variety that India has to 

offer. Modern day India represents the largest democracy in the world with a 

seamless picture of unity in diversity unparalleled anywhere else. 

 

  19) “Dalit Movements for empowerment in independent India have essentially been for carving 

out political space through electoral politics”? Discuss. 

Answer Script:-  

“Dalit” movement for empowerment of Schedule Caste has its root in ancient india when “Dalit”s 

attracted to idea of Buddhism.It was Bhakti movement during medieval times which social problems 

faced by “Dalit”s got highlighted. It was jyotiba phule who worked for the upliftment of “Dalit” 

during 19th century. 

During national movement there were many leaders who propagated for the abolishment of 

untouchabilty but none was more vocal than Ambedkar. 

“Dalit” movement got huge breakthrough when he became chairman of drafting committee which 

gave them a voice in our constitution. Abolishing untouchablity was huge landmark for “Dalit” 

movement, but getting reservation for them set the tone for their upliftment. This also gave them a 

strong political space. 

Power can be cut only by only. Hence, to attain power, the first thing required is knowledge. It was 

thus, Phule and Ambedkar gave the main emphasis on the education of the “Dalits”, which will not 

only bestow them with reason and judgement capacity, but also political power, and thereby socio—

economic status and a life of dignity. They knew that the political strategy of gaining power is either 

an end in itself or a means to other ends. In other words, if the “Dalits” have power, then they do 

not have to go begging to the upper castes. Also they will get greater economic and educational 

opportunities. 

After independence, till 1970, many political parties gave representation to “Dalit”s but it was Kanshi 

Ram who ignited the zeal among “Dalits” to organize into a strong political community. They have 

become a vote bank as a community. 

Becoming a vote bank has been a blessing for “Dalit” as no party can ill afford to neglect their 

interest and their vote is deciding factor in most election seats. Many political parties announce 

many schemes for the benefits of “Dalits”. 

“Dalits” politics has seen distinctive routes. First in which many mainstream party gave proper 

representation to “Dalit” in their party. Second in which “Dalit” party give accommodation to upper 

caste. Third is unique which has amalgamation of backward class, Muslims and “Dalits” which is new 

scheme. 

Thus there has been continuous change and progress in “Dalit” politics with new and distinctive 

amalgamation of parties which has given them many options to get uplift through electorate politics 

and vote bank politics. 
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   20) Discuss the Integral Humanism concept as propounded by Deen Dayal Upadhaya and 

comment on its contemporary relevance? 

Integral humanism is a doctrine developed by Deendayal Upadhyaya and adopted by the Jana Sangh 

in 1965 as its official doctrine. It is also the official philosophy of the Bharatiya Janata Party.It aims to 

appeal to broad sections of Indian society by presenting an indigenous economic model that puts 

the human being at centre stage 

According to Upadhyaya, the primary concern in India must be to develop an indigenous economic 

model that puts the human being at center stage. 

It is opposed to both western capitalist individualism and Marxist socialism, though welcoming to 

western science. It seeks a middle ground between capitalism and socialism, evaluating both 

systems on their respective merits, while being critical of their excesses and ills. 

Humankind, according to Upadhyaya, had four hierarchically organized attributes of body, mind, 

intellect and soul which corresponded to four universal objectives, kama (desire or satisfaction), 

artha (wealth), dharma (moral duties) and moksha (total liberation or 'salvation'). While none could 

be ignored, dharma is the 'basic', and moksha the 'ultimate' objective of humankind and society. He 

claimed that the problem with both capitalist and socialist ideologies is that they only consider the 

needs of body and mind, and were hence based on the materialist objectives of desire and wealth 

Upadhyaya rejected social systems in which individualism 'reigned supreme'. He also rejected 

communism in which individualism was 'crushed' as part of a 'large heartless machine'. Society, 

according to Upadhyaya, rather than arising from a social contract between individuals, was fully 

born at its inception itself as a natural living organism with a definitive 'national soul' or 'ethos' and 

its needs of the social organism paralleled those of the individual. 

Upadhyaya rejects Nehruvian economic policies and industrialization on the grounds that they were 

borrowed uncritically from the West, in disregard of the cultural and spiritual heritage of the 

country.  

There is a need, according to Upadhyaya, to strike a balance between the Indian and Western 

thinking in view of the dynamic nature of the society and the cultural heritage of the country. The 

Nehruvian model of economic development, emphasizing the increase of material wealth through 

rapid industrialization, promoted consumerism in Indian society.  

Not only has this ideology of development created social disparities and regional imbalances in 

economic growth, but it has failed to alleviate poverty in the country. The philosophy of Integral 

Humanism, like Gandhism, opposes unbridled consumerism, since such an ideology is alien to Indian 

culture. This traditional culture stresses putting restraints on one's desires and advocates 

contentment rather than ruthless pursuit of material wealth 

The core concept of a welfare state can be seen in this philosophy of development and hence 

Integral humanism has  a basic tenet of our state policy in the garb of welfare approach. This 

concept of integral humanism has relevance beyond its time and resonates well with the policy 

architectures of Indian state, which puts the humane aspect in development of man and state. 


