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1) In light of the recent issues related to NGOs, discuss the components of Foreign Contribution 

Regulation Act (FCRA), 1976 and suggest a better course of action so that NGOs can act as the 

enabler of socio-economic justice without compromising national interest. 

Approach:- 

1. Mention the components of FCRA, especially the relevant and the controversial ones. 

2. Then suggest the importance of NGOs in our society 

3. Then suggest how can we iron out the differences so that there is a smooth functioning of 

NGO 

Answer Script:- 

FCRA has been enacted by government to allow organisations to avail funds from foreign donors but 

this allowance comes with some conditionality’s. It is these conditions, NGOs claim, that hinders 

their working and public welfare at large. Many of the criticisms are centred not on the act itself but 

its implementation. Some of these criticisms are based on: 

1. Govt using FCRA to arm-twist NGO to work according to whims of govt 

2. Scarcity of funds is primary challenge to NGOs thus they depend hugely on flexibility on 

financial mobility and spending but FCRA curbs this 

3. It is used to silence voice of dissent 

4. Such gagging is detrimental not only to the NGO but also the people whom they serve 

5. Ill-defined conditions like NGO should not function prejudicial to “public interest” leaves 

room for misuse 

But such conditions imposed are not all in vain because: 

1. Lack of accountability in functioning of NGOs as very few of them have filed returns- only 10% out 

of 22 lakh NGOS file their papers. 

2. They are very potent in shaping public opinion hence it is necessary to ensure that dissent doesn’t 

culminate into incitement 

3. Since these are powerful tools of development, especially in India, govt needs to ensure that they 

are not influenced by their parent nation/source of funds to act detrimental to national interest 

4. They need to follow the law of the land 

Govt should keep in mind that NGOs are independent stakeholders in the society and not agent of 

govt. So what is required in monitoring is minimum intervention so that both can work in synergy 

thus optimising their strengths to empower the public at large. 

Additional Info:- 

The following persons are prohibited from accepting foreign contribution : 

 Candidate for election. 



UPSCTREE [UTM 02 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

 

 Correspondent, columnist, cartoonist, editor, owner, printer or publisher of a registered 

newspaper. 

 Judge, government servant or employee of any entity controlled or owned by the 

government. 

 Member of any Legislature. 

 Political party or its office bearers. 

 Organisations of a political nature as may be specified. 

 Associations or company engaged in the production or broadcast of audio news or 

audiovisual news or current affairs programmes through any electronic mode or form or any 

other mode of mass communication. 

 

2) Self Help Groups are said to have “Multiplier effects”, however in recent times they are 

contributing more towards non performing asset generation rather than empowering the 

generation. Discuss. 

Approach:- 

1. Discuss multiplier effect of self help groups 

2. Then directly delve into how they are creating NPA 

3. Then suggest a way forward 

4. Data is of utmost important to make your point, hence give adequate attention to the data 

(if not particulars at least remember the trend), else the answer will be shallow. 

Answer Script:- 

There is a symbiotic relationship between financial sector development and economic growth. 

Financial inclusion is an important process in enabling people to exit poverty by transforming their 

production and employment activities. 

Financial inclusion is defined as the “delivery of banking services at an affordable cost to the vast 

sections of disadvantaged and low income groups” 

The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) pioneered the idea of 

mobilising small, cohesive and participatory groups, known as self-help groups (SHGs) 

The economic activities of SHGs comprise accumulating member savings, providing internal loans to 

group members and availing bank loans. As on March 2014, there were 74.3 lakh SHGs, of which 

56% were credit-linked and 84% were all women groups (NABARD 2014) 

This programme has been regarded as the world’s largest and fastest-growing microfinance 

programme that goes beyond mere financial services provision to encompass wider goals of securing 
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livelihoods, reviving local economies and empowering women through trainings, confidence building 

and leadership development.This indeed is the multiplier effect of SHGs as it manages to transform 

lives at large. 

Under the National Rural Livelihood Mission, there are around 3.9 million self-help groups across 

India that offer loans as small as Rs 10,000. 

According to IndiaSpend’s report in 2016, across India’s villages, over the last three years, Rs 9,000 

crore has been given by banks to self-help groups 

This sum has today turned into a non-performing asset, or loan in danger of being written off, much 

like the bad-loan crisis unsettling India’s commercial banking system, with more than 5,000 wilful 

defaulters owe private banks Rs 56,621 crore 

Currently, nearly 8 million women have turned defaulters from self-help groups, reveals report. 

There are two reasons for the unfolding rural debt crisis involving women. 

One, self-help groups are not educating and training rural women on the basics of smart borrowing, 

how to invest and spend wisely.Money borrowed for income-generating activities such as stitching, 

candle making or farming, is often spent on personal expenses, from weddings to home 

construction. 

Two, banks are aggressively pushing loans through self-help groups to meet  the government’s loan 

targets, without verifying where the money goes.Bankers appear to be scrambling to meet 

government-set loan targets, sacrificing due diligence. 

Consider the example of Kalghatgi in Karnataka. The town has 1,907 Stree Shakti (Woman Power) 

self-help groups with more than 25,000 registered  members, which is more than the town 

population of 17,000, according to the 2011 census. 

This is because each of these members is registered with more than one self-help group 

Way forward :- 

1. A prudent mechanism should be there so that the lending norms can be met. 

2. It is essential to find the wilful defaulters , tag them and make availability of loans difficult 

for them, for this to happen , there is a need for data synchronization and sharing across 

banks 

3. Enough guide lines and awareness should be generated so that defaulters can understand 

the benefits of not defaulting 

4. A cue from the Bandhan bank’s micro financing model can be taken,by bringing more foot 

steps on the ground who guide on proper utilization of resources 

5. A more engaging platform is required where the groups and banks co-ordinate and work 

together so that both empower each other. 



UPSCTREE [UTM 02 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

 

 

3) What are the components of “Social Defence”? Discuss the few flagship schemes of 

Government of India in this regard and recent developments from legal perspective. 

Answer Script:- 

Social Defence as understood in common parlance pertains to certain marginalized population 

group requiring protection as well as care and support through systematically organized and 

coherent efforts both by Government and Civil Society. 

Social Defence issues such as Drug Abuse, Old Age, Beggary, HIV/AIDS, Trafficking, Probation 

services, Prisons, Transgender etc. are the emerging concerns. Therefore the efforts for well being 

of these marginalized section of the society is vital and requires immediate and suitable 

interventions. 

Beggary is serious problem in India which needs to be addressed on priority. Laws against vagrancy 

and beggary are a means of control over such persons, who constitute a source of in nature and 

potential threat and annoyance to society. However the problem is more of social needs to be 

handled accordingly. Systematic training/sensitization Programmes for the concerned State officials 

and NGOs partners on beggary prevention would go a long way in eradication of this social evil. 

Transgender Community is another sensitive and marginalized group and requires basic security 

measures such as food, clothing, shelter, education and health, employment. The Social Justice 

Ministry has initiated the development work with view to safeguarding the rights of these groups. 

Problems of Transgender Community are multidimensional and hence multi pronged strategy is 

required to handle this issue.Education,  Skill development training programmes on different trades 

for this community would help them in their employment and self -employment. 

Substance abuse has emerged as a serious concern, adversely affecting the physical and socio- 

economic well being of the country. The stress and strain of the modern day life has rendered the 

individual more vulnerable to the problem of substance abuse. Addiction to alcohol-drugs not only 

affects the individual involved but also the family and society at large. 

In a national survey conducted in 2001-2002 (Published in 2004) by the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, it was estimated 

that about 73.2 million persons were users of alcohol and substances.The survey also indicated that 

other substance such as sedatives/ hypnotics, volatile substances, hallucinogens, stimulants and 

pharmaceutical preparations were also abused. 

The following Training and Capacity Building Programmes are conducted: 

 A comprehensive one Month Certificate Course on Social Defence issues is organised for the 

Govt /NGO and Panchayat functionaries. 

 Assistance for Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drugs) Abuse 

 Sub-group and expert meetings on Beggary and Transgender 
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 In view of the growing threat of substance abuse and its impact on the nation, it was 

decided to give the then Bureau of Substance Abuse Prevention in the Institute a broader 

role by setting up a National Centre for Substance Abuse prevention (NC-DAP) 

 National Institute of Social Defence (NISD) is organizing various workshops and camp 

 

4) The recently launched “Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana” can bring paradigm shift as far as 

crop insurance is concerned.  Comment. 

Approach:- 

1. Discuss the program in brief 

2. Then show why it can bring paradigm shift 

Answer Script:- 

Highlights of the scheme:- 

1. There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 

1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium 

to be paid by farmers will be only 5%. The premium rates to be paid by farmers are very low 

and balance premium will be paid by the Government to provide full insured amount to the 

farmers against crop loss on account of natural calamities. 

2. There is no upper limit on Government subsidy. Even if balance premium is 90%, it will be 

borne by the Government. 

3. Earlier, there was a provision of capping the premium rate which resulted in low claims 

being paid to farmers. This capping was done to limit Government outgo on the premium 

subsidy. This capping has now been removed and farmers will get claim against full sum 

insured without any reduction. 

Paradigm shift:- 

1. The farmer-friendly move comes at a time when the country is experiencing a protracted 

period of rural distress after below-average monsoon rainfall in 2014 and 2015 

2. Under the previous crop insurance scheme, risks were only partially covered 

3. Previously coverage was capped, meaning farmers could, at best, recover a fraction of 

their losses. 

4. Also, the premium for commercial and horticulture crops used to be calculated on actuarial 

basis, meaning premiums could be as high as 25% depending on the risk factor involved 

5. However this scheme  is certainly the best for the farmer till date as it provides for localized 

events and removes the cap 
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6. This will safeguard farmers against inclement weather. It will also reduce the financial 

instability in the families of farmers. 

7. The crop insurance scheme will cover half of India’s cropped area in the next three years, up 

from the present level of 23% 

8. The decision implicitly acknowledges the structural makeover of Indian farming, which has 

entailed farmers taking on more risks by diversifying into horticulture and commercial 

crops without adequate safety nets. 

9. There is no cap on subsidy on premium, meaning the government will bear the cost even if 

the balance premium is as high as 90%. In previous schemes, due to a cap on premiums, 

farmers did not get the full sum during claim settlement 

10. The new scheme will cover local-level calamities such as hail storms and landslides and even 

cover farmers if they cannot sow crops due to inclement weather. 

11. Also, the scheme will cover post-harvest losses due to cyclonic and unseasonal rains 

12. While the low premium will drive penetration and enrollment and make the insurance 

scheme viable for insurers, however  it remains to be seen if the unit for assessing crop loss 

has been reduced to the village level (in earlier schemes block and panchayats were taken as 

units, making it difficult for a farmer to claim compensation for events like hailstorms) 

 

5) In light of the much lauded “Demographic dividend of India”, critically analyse whether it is a 

“demographic dividend” or a “demographic disaster in disguise”. 

 

Approach:- 

1. Set the context by giving some data on why demographic dividened 

2. Then contemplate on why it can be disaster 

3. Then suggest steps on how to stop it from becoming a disaster 

Answer Script:- 

India is undergoing a demographic shift at a scale never experienced before. We have more youths 

now than ever before. Reports indicate 65% of the populations is under 35 (age).The youth bulge of 

India is lauded as demographic dividend , however there is a pertinent  question whether we can 

reap the benefits of this youth bulge. 

The reports of yesteryear’s casts a shadow on this optimism.For example :- 

1. Over 22 years of unprecedented economic growth (1991 to 2013), less than half the Indians 

who sought jobs got them, 140 million of 300 million, according to a new United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) report. 
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2. In 2015, India added the fewest organised-sector jobs – in large companies and factories – in 

seven years across eight important industries. 

3. The proportion of jobs in the unorganised sector – without formal monthly payment or 

social security benefits – is set to rise to 93 per cent in 2017. 

4. Rural wages are at a decadal low, as agriculture – which accounts for 47 per cent of jobs – 

contracted 0.2 per cent in 2014-15, growing 1 per cent in 2015-16. 

5. As many as 60 per cent of those with jobs do not find employment for the entire year, 

indicating widespread ‘under-employment’ and temporary jobs. 

6. The formation of companies has slowed to 2009 levels, and existing companies are growing 

at 2 per cent, the lowest in five years. 

7. With large corporations and public-sector banks financially stressed, the average size of 

companies in India is reducing, at a time when well-organised large companies are central to 

creating jobs. 

8. According to experts, only 10 percent of the Indian workforce is in the organised sector; just 

2.5 percent of the country’s working population has any vocational training, compared to 

the average of 60 to 70 percent in developed countries.  

Of the 11 million students graduating from colleges each year, only 20 percent get jobs relevant to 

their skill sets. And though women comprise 49 percent of India’s population, they form only 21 

percent of the workforce. 

Way forward:- 

1. The above indicators predict dooms day ahead , however, there is optimism too.  

1. The massive skilling and vocational training programmee launched by the 

government of India can be of great help. 

2. Skilling and increasing employibility is fine , however it is necessary to find jobs for 

thskilled ones, in order to do so , India needs to take a a global approach because if 

statistics have to be believed then  India will need to generate 280 million jobs 

between now and 2050, the year when the working-age population (15 to 64) will 

peak.  

3. So finding employment at such sclae and at home is an uphill task, however the 

workforce around the globe is contracting and India can take the benefit of it then 

we can manage to plug the supply demand loophole of the globe.For this we need 

more robust foreign policy and engagement.The external affairs ministry should 

create a special divison for this purpose. 

4. At the same time , we need to create enough innovation and entrepreneurship so 

that our youths becomes job creatior than job seekers.For this need to happen , we 

require a perfect ecosystem .Start up India is a good step in this regard 
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In sum , there are signals of dooms day ahead, however the wheel can be turned with right policy 

and given the recent endeavors there is hope.There is a higher chance we will reap the benefit than 

succumbing to it. 

 

6) Enumerate the problems of health sector of India and suggest a holistic plan to provide 

affordable, accessible and universal health coverage for all. 

 

Approach:- 

1. This is a straight forward question and needs straight forward answer 

2. However you can enrich your answer, check the answer script below. 

Answer Script:- 

India is one of the largest producers of generic drugs, yet it is an irony that millions perish due to lack 

of access to drugs. The problems of health care of India are:- 

1. Public sector:-  

1. Health is state subject and so is subject to financial health of the state. The states 

with higher GDP spend more than the states with lower GDP. This creates an 

inequality of access to healthcare in Indian states. 

2. The infrastructure is a bigger issue in healthcare. Due to lack of hygiene and 

sanitized conditions in healthcare, many new born lose their lives by acquiring 

infections from medicals. 

3. Although Primary healthcare centres are there throughout the country, they are far 

from delivering modern healthcare and are suffering from acute shortage of 

adequate personnel and medicines, as often seen in news. 

4. Pre-natal and natal healthcare policies are far from reaching their objective. 

5. Geriatrics care is one where the countries healthcare performance is dismal. We are 

unable to keep our elders healthy and provide adequate care for them. 

6. There are many medical misadventures resulting in death of the patients, however 

the data from Medical council as far cancelling the license of incompetent doctors 

are unreal- with too little cancellation. 

7. Moreover the grievance redressal against maltreatment of hospitals/doctors is often 

not within the reach of general public. 

8. As per the National Health accounts report , 69 per cent – comes from Out Of Pocket 

(OOP) payment by households, exposing the dismal amount spent of public 

healthcare. 
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9. Many of the hospitals are built and located according to political calculation rather 

than according to ground reality. 

10. The high-end care and high-cost of essential medicines are a real cause of worry. 

11. Moreover, many a times “distilled water” is sold in the name of “saline”, exposing 

the loopholes in the  regulations and the existence of “fake drugs industry” 

2. Private  

1. India’s health system is one of the most privatised in the world, poorly regulated 

and accessible only to those with income levels well above the average. 

2. Due to high cost of private healthcare , it creates an inequality making fewer lives 

more important than the rest. 

3. Th regulation are inadequate to check the exploitative nature of private healthcare. 

4. The network of private healthcare is dismal.They are there where there is profit.In 

the run for profit, altruism is lost. 

3. Overall:-  

1. Proactive response is still a reality, we only act when there is an epidemic. 

2. Preventive measures too little and too less. 

3. There is not enough hospitals that can provide treatment to degenerative diseases 

and the rise of life threatening diseases such as cancer, diabetics,AIDS etc paint the 

future dark. 

Conclusion:- 

Remedial policies in two key areas can quickly scale up to reduce the OOP burden on households. 

1. One is to put in place a centralised system for procurement of essential drugs, relying 

mainly on quality generics and distributing them through the State government system. 

2. The other is to arrive at the cost of all medical procedures for different classes of hospitals, 

laying down standards and forming regulatory authorities at the State and district levels 

under law to enforce the rules. 

It was estimated by the Planning Commission group, for instance, that spending 0.5 per cent of GDP 

(compared to 0.1 per cent spent by the public health system) could ensure the availability of 

essential medicines free of cost to all Indians. 

Regulatory controls would automatically lead to a reduction in costs, and curbing of unethical and 

corrupt practices by hospitals and diagnostics centres. 

It should then be easier to quickly extend free health insurance to more classes of people, such as 

senior citizens, children and the disabled, and achieve universal coverage early. 
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7) In spite of the efforts of the government, the Tribal areas across India continue to suffer from 

poor health services and they have ineffective coverage under national health and nutrition 

programmes. In light of this discuss the tribal health care issues and suggest a way forward. 

Approach – 

1. This question is specific to tribal healthcare, hence answer should be little different than the 

usual answers to healthcare. 

Answer Script:- 

1. Problems:-  

1. Being among the poorest and most marginalised groups in India, tribals experience 

extreme levels of health deprivation. The tribal community lags behind the national 

average on several vital public health indicators, with women and children being the 

most vulnerable. 

2. Several studies on maternal health show poorer nutritional status, higher levels of 

morbidity and mortality, and lower utilisation of antenatal and postnatal services 

among tribals. Under-five mortality rates among rural tribal children remain 

startlingly high, at 95 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2006 compared with 70 among 

all children. 

3. A recent study in Melghat area of Maharashtra revealed that 80 per cent of tribal 

women weighed under 50 kg and 74 per cent of under-five children were 

malnourished. “Starvation deaths” continue to be reported from tribal areas, 

including from advanced States like Kerala. 

4. Health problems prevalent in tribal areas include endemic infectious diseases like 

malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrhoeal diseases, apart from malnutrition and anaemia. 

What is worrying is that the prevalence of chronic diseases such as hypertension and 

diabetes mellitus, hitherto rare in these populations, is rising, and stroke and heart 

disease are now the leading causes of death. Some of the highest rates of 

tuberculosis in the country have been reported from the Sahariya tribe of Madhya 

Pradesh. Similarly, deaths due to malaria occur disproportionately among tribals. 

5. Ineffective infrastructure and low penetration of modern medical services 

6. Wherever the modern medical practices are there, the traditional healthcare of the 

system is not given due importance and tagged as “backward” 

7. Of course many of the tribal traditional healthcare practices are not good, however 

there must be some good practices that helped them survive generation after 

generations, hence due care should be given to the traditional health care and best 

practices should be documented and made available so that there can be fusion of 

traditional and modern medicine system to serve them better. 
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8. Research has shown that 75 per cent of India’s tribal population defecates in the 

open and 33 per cent does not have access to a clean source of drinking water. 

Insanitary conditions, ignorance, lack of health education and poor access to 

healthcare facilities are the main factors responsible for the poor health of tribals. 

9. Further, displacement from their traditional forest homes and natural source of food 

and lack of livelihoods makes them dependent on the public distribution system 

(PDS) and other government handouts for survival. Most tribal groups are 

traditionally hunter-gatherers and not accustomed to agriculture — their diets, 

therefore, are now severely limited in fruits and vegetables as well as good sources 

of protein (including fish and meat). Polished rice and cereals available through the 

PDS have replaced diverse dietary food baskets. 

10. Dominance of PDS given food articles such as rice etc have resulted in development 

of diabetics epidemic among tribals , which used to be a rare phenomenon .The 

diversity of food articles gathered from forest and other means is replaced by rice 

and few other articles of PDS. 

11. Although the government has provided for the establishment of Primary Health 

Centres (PHCs) in tribal areas for every 20,000 population and sub-centres for every 

3,000 population, quality healthcare is not available to the majority of tribals. 

12. Posts of doctors and paramedicals are often vacant. Additionally, the non-availability 

of essential drugs and equipment, inadequate infrastructure, difficult terrain and 

constraints of distance and time (one Auxiliary Nurse Midwife is responsible for 15-

20 scattered villages), and the lack of transport and communication facilities further 

hinder healthcare delivery. 

13. The geographical and infrastructural challenges to public health and the lack of 

health-related knowledge among tribals are exploited by quacks (unqualified 

medical practitioners), who are often available at the doorstep. 

14. Levels of illiteracy are high, with 47 per cent in rural areas and 21.8 per cent in urban 

areas being unable to read and write. Better educated tribal communities will be 

better aware of their healthcare needs (and rights) as well as of better care-seeking 

practices. 

2. Solutions:-  

1. Health is intimately linked to food and nutrition security, safe housing and 

availability of sanitation and clean drinking water. There are many successful 

examples of good healthcare delivery in remote tribal areas in our country (almost 

all involving dedicated NGOs working with the people). 

2. Empowerment :-  

1. It is also suggested that the government should come forward with realistic 

procurement prices and arrange for timely procurement as well as 
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redistribution of their agricultural/forest products. These measures will lead 

to not only a sustained and regular income, but also would encourage them 

to further their agricultural activities. The recent Tribal Cooperative 

Marketing and Development Federation of India Ltd. (TRIFED) is a welcome 

sign as provides marketing assistance and remunerative prices to STs for 

collection of minor forest produce (MFP) and surplus agricultural produce to 

protect them from exploitative private traders and middlemen. 

3. Human Resource development  

1. Skilling and education can go a long way in not only ensuring employment 

but also generating awareness and their right to health 

4. Administrative:-  

1. Tt is suggested that the population covered by the primary health centers 

and the sub-centers should be slashed down to 5000 and 1000, respectively, 

from the present norms of 20,000 and 3000. This is imperative given the 

difficult terrain and environment of the tribal topography. However, 

demanding this may appear to be in the initial stages, in the long run it 

would be possible to amalgamate these formations and upgrade them 

according to the needs of the time. 

5. Awareness:-  

1. In Rajasthan, health messages were most commonly disseminated using live 

performances by drummers, dancers, folk musicians, magicians, puppeteers 

etc. 

2. In addition to posters, hoardings, bus boards, and personalized letters of 

communication for the literate members of a family, radio jingles and video 

broadcasts featuring popular film stars were found to be effective means for 

disseminating health messages to the state’s tribal people. 

6. Training and employing health workers from tribal communities 

7. Providing financial support and a better incentive to well performing doctors and 

staffs can give a fillip to tribal healthcare 

 

8) Critically analyse the issues related to abortion arising out of Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Act, 1971 and discuss the various court judgements in this regard. 

Answer Script:- 

A case was presented before SC where a woman successfully obtained direction for termination of 

her 24 week old pregnancy. Her plea was that she was raped by her boyfriend on pretext of 

marrying her. 
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In another Delhi HC case, the court directed for a medical examination of 16-year old girl on her 

fitness for abortion after she informed the court that she was kidnapped by unknown persons, 

sexually abused for two years and finally let off. In both the cases, the abortion was to be carried out 

beyond the permissible period in Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act. 

Abortion is treated as a criminal offence liable for punishment under IPC.According to it, the offence 

falls under ‘Offences Affecting the Human Body’.It provides that causing a miscarriage with or 

without consent for a purpose other than saving the life of the woman is punishable.However, then 

came MRTP Act which made quantum difference in approach 

MRTP, 1971:- 

It legitimises abortion as a health and family planning measure. 

It decriminalised abortion without bringing an amendment to the IPC or abrogating the penal 

provisions. 

It set some limitation to the circumstances where abortion is possible andthe persons who are 

competent to perform the procedure as well as the place where it could be performed 

Abortion in India 

It is permissible within 12 weeks at the option of the pregnant woman within an extended period of 

20 weeks with the permission of a Medical Board consisting of not less than two persons.In both 

cases, freedom of choice of women is limited to continuance of the pregnancy would involve a risk 

to the life of the pregnant woman, or of grave injury to physical or mental health that includes 

rape;a substantial risk that if the child were born, it would suffer from such physical or mental 

abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped. 

The limitation of the second case is that even in a qualified and registered medical practitioner ’s 

opinion, which is formed in a good faith to immediately carry out abortion to save life of women, is 

not applicable.Most foetal abnormalities are by far detected around 20 weeks. Thus, the law 

applicable in second case gets limited to 20 weeks 

An act of abortion or medical termination of pregnancy is killing a human being.However, the 

question is: what makes killing a human being wrong? 

When a child in womb is diagnosed with some mental or physical disability, it is critical decision for a 

mother to decide the termination of pregnancy.The question asked now is not, ‘Do we want this 

child?’ but rather, ‘Do we want this particular child? ’ 

This situation completely reframes the nature of parenting, where the parents establish their 

relationship with child which meets certain criteria.The issue hence goes from health concerns to 

avoiding disability.If crudely understood, then genetic technology does not promote community 

health but functions as a mechanism of social control for the incoming difference in society. 

In today’s society, the woman doesn ’t consider herself a mother unless the child is born 

Late termination of  abortion is justified by stating that she refuses to be in involuntary 

servitude.When the partial birth abortion is carried out on foetus with chromosomal abnormalities 

in guise of reducing suffering, the best interest of mother and child seem to be threatened 



UPSCTREE [UTM 02 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

 

Suchita Srivastava v. Chandigarh Administration (2009) 

A mentally retarded rape victim ’s pregnancy case who was an inmate of a state-run protection 

home.The state had approached the court to abort the foetus stating the mental condition of the 

rape victim.The Supreme Court declined the state ’s request while delivering the order that 

“Empirical studies have conclusively disproved the eugenics theory that mental defects are likely to 

be passed on to the next generation.” 

(Eugenics: the science of improving a population by controlled breeding to increase the occurrence 

of desirable heritable characteristics.) 

V. Krishnan v. G. Rajan alias Madipu Rajan and The Inspector of Police (Law and Order (1993) 

A minor girl married an adult man without family ’s consent and got pregnant.Her father approached 

court for permission to abort stating that she was a minor. It implicitly meant that the girl was raped. 

However, the Madras High Court ruled in girl ’s favour citing that the girl was known of the 

consequences of preganancy and she was willing to conceive a child.A forced abortion may 

negatively affect her mental and physical state.Thus, the court asserted her fundamental right to 

have a child by becoming pregnant. 

Conclusion 

The right of the woman over her foetus should be balanced with the right of the foetus to survive. 

Sadly, the foetus does not have the ability to exercise the option while the woman has. 

It is true that a rape victim has all the right to choose to abort the child. 

The question is, why she has to wait when the foetus is starting to develop into human form?Why 

should the abortion take place at such belated stage where there is chance of harm to mother and 

child’s health? 

The rape victim who is capable to make her decisions has sufficient time to consider the option of 

abortion.For parents who are informed of the foetus ’s deformities, can adhere to perinatal hospice. 

(Perinatal hospice: is an innovative and compassionate model of support for parents who find out 

during pregnancy that their baby has a life-limiting condition and who choose to continue their 

pregnancies.) 

It recognises the value of upbringing infants by treating them as beings conceived with a tangible 

future.It is a preferable alternative because of presence of post-termination psychological distress as 

well as emphasizing the dignity and worth of each foetus. 

A child born with disability should not be eliminated. The child has to be nurtured in an inclusive 

society with an approach of dignity to even a child with disabilities. 

In Germany, the law permits abortion after mandatory counselling and a three-day waiting period. 

There is no criminalisation of abortion. The law focuses on counselling, employment security, social 

welfare, and financial support to persuade pregnant women to give birth to their children. 

Thus, the law gives the foetus a degree of protection to survive by taking voluntary recognition of 

personal responsibility and respect for the personhood of the unborn. 

The need of the hour is  of counselling rather than rushing to amend laws now and then. 



UPSCTREE [UTM 02 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

 

9) Discuss the bottlenecks with respect to India’s admission in to Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

Highlight the benefits of joining this group. 

Answer Script:- 

NSG:- 

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group of nuclear supplier countries that seek to prevent nuclear 

proliferation by controlling the export of materials, equipment and technology that can be used to 

manufacture nuclear weapons. 

The NSG was founded in response to the Indian nuclear test in May 1974 ,and first met in November 

1975. The test demonstrated that certain non-weapons specific nuclear technology could be readily 

turned to weapons development. Nations already signatories of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) saw the need to further limit the export of nuclear equipment, materials or technology. 

Another benefit was that non-NPT and non-Zangger Committee nations, then specifically France, 

could be brought in. 

Members of NSG : – 

 

Bottlenecks:- 

1. The countries which are still opposing India’s membership are, New Zealand, Ireland, Turkey, 

South Africa, Austria and China. China, however, has softened its stand and said: “the door is 

open” for the admission of non-NPT members “but the members of the NSG should stay 

focused on whether the criteria should be changed.” 

2. China’s opposition was critical.However, many diplomats attribute the opposition of China 

to its more congenial relationship with Pakistan. 

3. The chief contention among the opposing countries is India’s refusal to sign the nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT). India maintains that military use of nuclear technology is a matter 
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of its national security and thus denies any negotiation on the topic. Many argue that 

allowing India would set a precedent for other non-NPT countries such as Pakistan, and 

weaken the stringent NSG eligibility criteria. 

4. Most of the countries who opposed, except China had evangelical approach  towards NPT 

and CTBT. 

New Delhi argues that it was applying for membership based ‘on merit’ and not ‘on guidelines’ and 

asserts that it is not required to be a NPT-signed country to be a member of NSG 

Benefits of Joining this group:- 

1. Assured supply of nuclear fuel for Indian plants 

2. Decision influencing authority at the high table 

3. Legitimizes India’s postion in Global arena as a responsible nuclear state 

4.  India finally got some relief when the US relented and agreed to a civil nuclear deal with 

India in 2008. This made India eligible to receive advanced nuclear technologies that could 

be used to enrich uranium and/or reprocess plutonium. This has helped India a lot. 

However, such access is restricted to American technologies. Membership to the NSG will 

essentially increase India’s access to state-of-the-art technology from the other 47 members 

of the Group, as well. 

5. Being a member of the NSG will also mean that India will have far greater access to uranium 

than it does currently under its 2008 agreement with the US. For example, Namibia is the 

fourth-largest producer of uranium and it agreed to sell the nuclear fuel to India in 2009. 

However, that hasn’t happened, as Namibia has since cited a 2009 African version of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty, the Pelindaba Treaty, which essentially controls the supply of 

uranium from Africa to the rest of the world. If India joins the NSG, such reservations from 

Namibia are expected to melt away. 

6. NSG membership also means India can begin to commercially produce nuclear power 

equipment, which it can then even sell to other countries. With access to state-of-the-art 

nuclear technologies, it can maximize its production benefits. 

7. Access to technology and being allowed to produce nuclear equipment will give a boost to 

the Make in India programme . That will boost economic growth in India, create more jobs 

and even lead to a whole new IT-industry segment that India can leverage. 

8. With India committed to meeting its climate change goals by reducing dependence on fossil 

fuels, India needs to step up nuclear power production. NSG membership will help India 

greatly in doing so. In 2008, India did a get a one-time waiver from the NSG that allowed it to 

buy nuclear power plants from the global market. Still, being out of the elite NSG group has 

meant that many latest technologies are still out of its reach as it is the NSG members that 

have the latest and the most efficient technology. 
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9. Last but not least, if India gets NSG membership, it can prevent Pakistan from getting it, very 

similar to the manner in which China is blocking India from becoming a member. 

 

10) Discuss the significance of RCEP – Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership and TPP-

Transpacific partnership from Indian perspective. 

Answer Script:- 

Signing of RCEP is in India’s interest, but, wrt, TPP India must exhibit caution before taking any 

decision. 

Merits of TPP (More demerits than merits) 

1. Facilitates free trade with 12 countries including USA, Canada and 10 Asia pacific countries – 

Increased trade, less restriction, no protection 

2. Tariff barrier = 0% and minimum non tariff barriers – Facilitates trade 

3. Protection against Economic recession in Europe in general and Eurozone in particular 

4. Diversification of market 

Demerits of TPP (More) 

1. Main purpose was to export Made in USA goods and services – Big blow to Make in India 

initiative, due to huge subsidy and other facilities to US firms by US compared to India – Lack 

of level playing field 

2. India have to amend its labour laws, Intellectual property laws, environment laws according 

to US standards —— Interest of common people compromised eg. IP act amendment may 

be big blow to Indian generic medicine industry (Poor patients suffers), labor laws (less 

protection to labors, hire and fire policy). Moreover, it is hegemony of US on India to follow 

their standards and diktats which is not appreciated in multipolar world 

3. Due to 0% tariff, Indian agriculture, SME, nascent Industries, startups cannot be protected 

and flooding of cheap US good may happen 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership(RCEP): 

The RCEP is among the proposed three mega FTAs in the world so far – the other two being the TPP 

(Trans Pacific Partnership, led by the US) and the TTIP (Trans -atlantic Trade and Investment 

Partnership between the US and the EU). 

 The agreement (FTA) is proposed between the ten member states of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and the six states with which ASEAN 

has existing FTAs (Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand). 
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 RCEP negotiations were formally launched in November 2012 at the ASEAN Summit in 

Cambodia. 

 RCEP is viewed as an alternative to the TPP trade agreement, which includes the United 

States but excludes China. 

Merits of RCEP (More merits than demerits compared to TPP) 

1. India is already a negotiating member. It will in the mean time join the league 

2. No obligation to reform labor, environment and IP acts — Space for social sector 

development, suited for developing country like India to balance the interests of the poor 

3. Local industry can be protected – Exemptions are allowed to protect SME, Agriculture and 

other weaker sectors from external trade. 

4. Diversification of trade, less dependence on weakening Eurozone and western markets 

5. Better development of North Eastern state due to proximity – Less insurgency, better 

integration 

6. Removes the fear of China about India joining US pivot to Asia. 

Demerits of RCEP 

1. Restriction in decision making related to external trade 

2. Damage to Multilateral trading system i.e, WTO 

3. It will instigates other regional trade agreements, finally may endanger multilateral trade 

itself (India is one of the promoter of multilateral trade) 

4. China may show hegemony through this platform 

Make in India campaign may suffer due to less protection to local industries, opening up of trade to 

more efficient Chinese and Japanese industries 

RCEP— Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is an ASEAN-centred proposal for a 

regional free trade area. 

Between: 

 10 ASEAN states: (Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam)   

 Six states with which ASEAN has existing FTAs (Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea 

and New Zealand) 

Launched in: November 2012 at the ASEAN Summit in Cambodia 

Viewed as: Alternative to the Trans-Pacific Partnership Trade Agreement 
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Statistics: The 16 RCEP participating countries account for almost half of the world’s population, 

almost 30 per cent of global GDP and over a quarter of world exports. 

Purpose: ASEAN+6 RECP—aimed at transforming the region by higher economic growth through 

more cross-border trade and investment. 

Objective:  To achieve a modern, comprehensive, high-quality and mutually beneficial economic 

partnership agreement that will cover trade in goods, trade in services, investment, economic and 

technical co-operation, intellectual property, competition, dispute settlement and other issues. 

Dynamics of RCEP 

1. It will not create a large integrated market 

For an integrated market, RCEP must agree to a zero tariff area among members. However, this was 

never on agenda. Best possible solution was RCEP countries agreeing to a single tariff concession list 

providing uniform tariffs for products across member-countries. The ‘noodle-bowl’ of numerous 

competing FTAs will continue and RCEP will be an add-on to the list. 

Challenge: The zero-tariff was not agreeable to all countries. 

2. No substantial tariff concessions in most cases 

 Large-scale slashing is theoretically not possible among the countries already connected 

through FTAs. For example, ASEAN countries and their FTA partners have already opened 

over 80 per cent trade through existing FTAs. They can, at best, make small incremental 

offers to each other, under RCEP. 

 Country groups such as India-China, India-Australia and New Zealand or China-Japan do not 

have any existing FTA relationship with each other and hence there’s scope for exchanging 

deeper tariff slashing. 

Challenge: Many countries in the group are not enthusiastic about this, probably due to a tough 

economic climate. The level of tariff slashing that these countries will finally agree upon is yet to be 

established. 

3. ROO criteria 

 Consensus on adopting common Rules of Origins (ROO) will make movement of goods 

easier, predictable across the member-countries. 

 However, this is just a framework and product level details for almost 5,200 product sub-

headings are yet to be negotiated. 

 A ROO criterion determines nationality of goods. 

For instance, if squash is made in India from Nagpur oranges, the squash obviously originates in 

India. But what if the squash is made in India from oranges grown in the US? Which is the country of 

origin for squash here: India or the US? There is no standard answer. 
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Two broad interests group in RCEP 

1. Export- driven trading economy: Many ASEAN countries argue that even minor processing 

should qualify a product for FTA benefits 

2. Manufacturing economy: China or India argues that processing should be substantial else 

non-FTA country products will enter the domestic market. 

Challenge: RCEP will have a tough time balancing the conflicting needs of the stakeholders, 

comprising a mix of manufacturing and trading economies. While a few countries are pushing for 

large MNC-centric rules, RCEP being home to over 100 million SMEs may struggle to find a balance. 

4. Pending indecisive areas: Contours of the final outcome are yet to emerge in the area of 

IPR, services and investments. RCEP will have to reconcile the interests of many conflicting 

interest groups to ensure that IPR provisions do not compromise on public health issues as it 

contains 45 per cent of the world population, of which the majority is poor. 

Another contentious issue before it is ‘investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS)’ that seeks to enable 

an investor to sue a foreign government. 

Predicted industry trends due to RCEP negotiations 

1. Influence new investment decisions: in textiles, leather, processed food, machinery and 

electronic component sectors. Sectors such as agriculture, automotive products, steel may 

not see fresh tariff concessions and face restrictive ROOs 

2. Less intra-ASEAN trade: Trade for immediate products such as integrated circuits accounts 

for over 60 per cent of ASEAN import of these. Much of this trade may relocate to one or 

two ASEAN countries or even to China on account of the common ROO framework and to 

achieve economies of scale. 

3. Increased Chinese exports to India: Today, China exports to India at full duty as it does not 

have an FTA with India. But for products where duty differential matters, it needs to set up 

joint ventures in Thailand or Malaysia from where products can be exported to India at zero 

duty under the ASEAN-India FTA. With RCEP, many such facilities will not be required as 

China will export directly to India. 

While China’s exports to India may increase, most of these will be at the expense of ASEAN’s exports 

to India. However, China and ASEAN’s combined exports to India may not see much change. 

What future RCEP holds for India? 

1. Boost to India-ASEAN relation: 

 Help in furthering the aims and objectives of India’s own Act-East Policy. 

 In real practice, RCEP once formalized, is supposed to emerge as the most effective and 

largest free-trade bloc in the world with combined geo-political resources. 
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 This is particularly important because India is not a party to two important regional 

economic blocs: the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation and the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

 The RCEP would enable India to strengthen its trade ties with Australia, China, Japan and 

South Korea, and should reduce the potential negative impacts of TPP and TTIP on the Indian 

economy. 

2. Increased Chinese investments in India: 

 To offset the increasing labour costs, Chinese firms have been relocating labour-intensive 

manufacturing to Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Indonesia. 

 By setting up manufacturing joint ventures in India, China can effectively reach India’s 

domestic market and also a large European market once India signs an FTA with the 

European Union. 

 If this frames true, India’s trade deficit with China will come down as well. 

3. Revenue loss for India: 

 An internal commerce ministry estimate that signing the RCEP trade agreement will result in 

a revenue loss of as much as 1.6% of gross domestic product. 

 This is expected to make India more aggressive in the upcoming negotiations, seeking 

greater market access in services to be able to justify the closing of the deal at home, where 

an apprehensive local industry views it as equivalent to signing a free trade agreement with 

China. 

4. More access to service market needed: 

 India, due to its higher tariff wall, ends up cutting its tariffs more significantly in such 

bilateral or plurilateral trade negotiations, while other countries, due to their already low 

tariff lines, need only to reduce them marginally. 

 If balance cannot be achieved in goods, other countries need to give greater market access 

to services from India. 

 India thinks its best bet is in services export, through which it can supply its burgeoning 

skilled professionals to other countries, thus partially meeting the demand for jobs from a 

million people joining the labour market every month. 

In conclusion, RCEP may still take over a year to conclude. This intervening period can be used to tie 

up loose ends. The Cabinet’s decision in June on introducing labour reforms for the textiles and 

apparel sector may prove to be a welcome grand step in this direction. 
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11) Discuss their importance of Indian Diaspora in a globalized world and the various issues faced 

by them. 

 Answer Script:- 

It is and Unique Untapped Global Asset for India. 

India today has one of the world’s largest and most successful “diasporas”, with approximately 25-

30 million expatriate Indians and people of Indian origin living across a wide range of countries. 

While well off Indians went for higher education in the elite schools and colleges of the British 

empire or to secure industrial training from the formidable might of the empire’s industrial hubs, the 

mass movement of Indians in the initial waves of Indian immigration were often mass labour filling 

shortages in some far flung part of the British Empire. 

Over the last two decades, the next generation of people of Indian origin have come to represent a 

highly-skilled – doctors, scientists, engineers, finance professionals, and entrepreneurs – group of 

locals in every country they live in.  India has not managed to capitalise well on this unique and 

capable asset by actively attracting its human and financial capital to help drive the country’s long-

term development. 

Moreover, India needs to put in place policies which will reverse the outflow of its highly-skilled 

students and professionals, and over the longer term, make the country a global knowledge hub 

which can attract not just the diaspora, but immigrants from all countries. 

Key Populations of Overseas Indians by Location 

 

  

The Global Asset 

India’s diaspora, though small relative to the country’s domestic population, is disproportionately 

skilled, educated and wealthy.  Further, the proportion of highly-skilled Indian migrants has 
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increased considerably over the past decade as the globalisation of trade, capital, and labour has 

taken hold. 

While it is only 2% of India’s population, the total wealth of this community has been estimated at c. 

US$1 trillion (of which half is financial assets, with the rest being land and physical assets) in a recent 

report by Datamonitor1 or c. 50% of India’s 2012 nominal GDP of US$2.0 trillion. 

The income of this community has been estimated approximately US$400 billion or over 20% of 

India’s GDP.  This high-achieving group includes US senators, Nobel laureates, CEOs of Fortune 500 

companies, entrepreneurs galore and prize-winning authors.  Notwithstanding these individual 

success stories, the overseas Indian community is comprised of a disproportionately large share of 

doctors, scientists, engineers, as well as technology and finance professionals in their respective host 

countries– and in the US, now forms one of the most well-educated,  accomplished, and affluent 

communities (see table). 

India has not yet figured out how to fully leverage this accomplished group, and more importantly, 

lure them or their capital back to work and invest in India in large numbers. 

In contrast, today, the most importance source of remittances to India comes from the Gulf States, 

which has a large population of lower skilled migrant workers, who transferred c.US$70 billion in 

remittances in 20123, equal to 3.6% of India’s GDP.  In order to fully capitalize the potential of its 

diaspora, India clearly needs to find ways to better leverage the overseas Indian community for 

investment, transfer of know-how, and R&D. 

“The under-served populations of India represent not just a development need, but in fact form a 

series of large markets with significant and often untapped potential” 

 India today sends the second largest number of students abroad (after China) since the country’s 

growing university capacity of c.20 million5, is still far smaller than the approximately 100 million 

Indians between the ages of 20-25.  Further, Western countries, which are coping with ageing 

population and a lack of science and engineering professionals, are actively attracting Indian doctors 

and professionals, and by some measures 10% of the total number of physicians trained in India 

have already emigrated.  The exodus of highly-skilled talent creates a very real “brain drain” in whole 

sectors of the economy such as engineering and biotechnology where up to 90% of post-graduates 

go to the US after completing their studies in India 

 The Challenge for India 

The talk of India losing business and people to other locations is part of the bigger issue for India as it 

re-focuses on providing a low cost educated labour force in an attractive easy to do business 

environment to domestic and foreign entrants. 

A poor education system with insufficient capacity combined with the outflow of skilled 

professionals creates a shortage of skilled labour in India and inflates wages relative to other low-

cost countries – thereby making India less competitive in these fields. 

Poor governance and other systemic issues impact the business environment and drive away 

business, investment and high-quality jobs – thereby creating a vicious cycle which India cannot 
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afford.   That is why the challenge for India goes beyond just determining how to leverage the many 

successful Indians abroad.  It needs to provide an attractive ecosystem to study and work in if it 

wants to retain its best and brightest, and in order to ensure that Indian businesses and foreign 

investors continue to invest in India. 

In order for India to attract its diaspora, its capital and know-how back to its shores on the scale 

required and to retain its current pools of talent, it will need to develop a comprehensive strategy 

that among other things provides sufficient incentives to make the move attractive, given the 

opportunities the diaspora has abroad. 

1. Giving the Confidence that India is Confident to Open itself to the World: India Wide 

Open.  Attracting India’s diaspora is tied closely to the need for a free, fair, and open 

economic system which can be a magnet for entrepreneurs in a similar way that Silicon 

Valley was a magnet for Indian entrepreneurs in the late-2000’s.  Previous issues of the Sign 

have explored in detail the various measures required to help India address this long-term 

challenge.  India needs to create the necessary employment and entrepreneurial 

opportunities for highly-skilled Indian students, and may even succeed in attracting back the 

country’s human capital from abroad. Specific measures  include:  

1. Open education to all domestic and global providers with no restrictions with an aim 

towards educating 200 million Indian for the new economy within the next five 

years 

2. Create capacity to train up to 100 million Indians to work in light and heavy 

manufacturing and services, and become the world’s “special economic zone” by 

making it easier for all domestic and global businesses to transfer capital, goods, and 

services to and from India 

3. Make India an export hub by giving tax free status to exporters from Indian soil in all 

industries for three years and 10% taxes for the next seven 

2. Create a Basis for Expertise to be Deployed and Rewarded: –India as a Global Knowledge 

Hub.In order to attract human capital of India and foreign origin to its shores and retain its 

highly-skilled doctors, scientists and engineers, India needs to create a knowledge ecosystem 

with sufficient opportunities for these individuals.  While recent examples of IIT and IIM 

alumni who saw huge successes abroad returning to and contributing to India are 

encouraging, a more proactive strategy is required to turn this into a real trend.  This would 

require some bold moves such as:  

1. Create government matching fund of up to US$15 billion of R&D in order to 

encourage private R&D and increase total R&D spend to the OECD average of 2.3% 

of GDP.  In a similar move, Israel invested US$5.0 billion to fund some 1300 

companies alongside US$2.5 billion from the private sector to leverage the skills of 

750,000 Russian Jewish immigrants. 

2. Create a National Endowment for the Arts (free from political interference) with a 

total corpus of US$5 billion with a goal to fund independent innovation, art and 

diversity. 
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3. Invest US$2 billion in order to recruit 10,000 highly qualified expatriate Indian 

doctors and physicians in order to take over poorly managed government clinics and 

hospitals. 

3. Reverse Emigration Trends: World Class Mass Secondary and Tertiary Education.Finally, 

the country needs to free the education sectors in order to further accelerate growth in high 

quality capacity.  Specific elements of this strategy would include bold moves such as:  

1. Expand the right to education up to 18 years of age and create sufficient capacity for 

c.100m high-school students 

2. Permit investment in and accredit 5000 new large, world-class, private universities 

with capacity for c. 50 million undergraduate and graduate students by 2020 

3. Expand female enrolment from c. 35% of students to 50% by 2020 

Challenges:- 

1. Reverse migration due to middle east crisis 

2. Youth bulge requires to be skilled and employed not only in India but across globe however 

the strict visa policy needs a better foreign policy calibration from Indian perspective 

3. NRI as increasingly alienated from the Indian ethos and culture, Pravasi Bharatiya divas 

though a greta leap forward , it has to expand its base and should include all spectrum of 

Indians abroad. 

4. Better engagement with the diaspora with the Indian embassy has been a challenge 

5. No specific policy of assurance and insurance that can help the diaspora 

 

12) Discuss the importance of supra-national bodies in 21st century and enumerate how they are 

impacting the sovereignty of a state? 

Approach:- 

1. Discuss what are supra-national bodies 

2. Then give examples and reasons on how they impact state sovereignty 

Answer Script:- 

Supranationalism has tended to erode certain norms, prerogatives, and images of national 

sovereignty, without however, fundamentally altering the position of the nation-state as still the 

single most important factor in the international system. Yet globalization, deregulation, 

privatization, and related political-economic trends that have become more pronounced since the 

end of the Cold War are profoundly affecting contemporary nation states and reshaping the 

cooperation, rivalry and conflict among the various supranational actors. 

The concept of Supranational Organizations (SNOs) reflects the expanding interaction of non-



UPSCTREE [UTM 02 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

 

governmental actors with states, Transnational Organizations (TNOs), and IGOs. As this interaction 

has increased, it has tended to shift and perforate the boundaries separating the realm of 

government and states from non-governmental actors and institutions. IGOs, while primarily defined 

and controlled by states, have become inseparable from and dependent on NGOs 

The relationship of nation-states to IGOs is sometimes sovereignty enhancing, sometimes 

sovereignty-limiting. Whether it is one or the other depends partly on one’s definition of 

sovereignty. It is often overlooked that a state can often enhance its sovereignty through the agency 

of an IGO and the collective action of an IGO or coalition of IGOs. The decisions and actions of an IGO 

may express the general, collective interest of all its member-states, but nevertheless at the same 

time benefit some of its members more than others 

Major powers, hegemonial states, and superpowers can and do use IGOs as instruments to 

implement their national policies. 

National governments are obliged to adopt domestic policies that are formally in accord with 

treaties and agreements of the IGOs in which they participate. Yet the international judicial system is 

not equipped with monitoring and implementation mechanisms to prevent or rectify most violations 

of this formal norm of international politics and law 

International commitments to IGO agreements are sometimes invoked to gain domestic popular and 

legislative approval, especially in the case of unpopular policies. 

The actual breath and scope of state sovereignty, either past or present, should not,  however, be 

overemphasized. It is often falsely assumed, as Holton reminds us, that there was a golden age when 

states exercised absolute control over their territory and the movement of people and resources 

across their territory (Holton, 1998, 83). The sovereignty of nation-states has always been 

conditioned by a variety of limiting factors. 

These include recognition by other states, the degree of development and integration of the 

international system, and the types of control that any centralized government administratively and 

in other ways are able to exercise over its territory and its population. 

Today, nation-states are less independent and sovereign than they were in former times prior to the 

proliferation of IGOs, NGOs and other SNOs. The nature and limits of state sovereignty are being 

transformed from “above“ by SNOs (sometimes by coalitions of IGOs and NGOs) and from “below“ 

by NGOs and grassroots movements whose demands are in part transmitted by domestic lobbies 

and NGOs 

States jealously guard their sovereignty as nation-states. But as a result of the growth and 

integration of the international economy their sovereignty has become politically and economically 

more mediated by the sovereignty of other states and by IGOs. States have become weaker in their 

capability to act unilaterally but “stronger“ in their capability to act regionally and globally through 

various forms of collective action. Such action can have a 

net effect on their power and influence as “independent“ states. It affects their domestic legitimacy 

and also impacts on different kinds and dimensions of nationalist sentiment and nationalist 

movements. 
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In Sum:- 

1. Supra-national bodies like UN , UNSC etc sometime impact the sovereignty. For instance , if 

India ratifies certain UN deal or resolution , it is necessary that it had to change its domestic 

law to cater to the need 

2. However, the bodies work for human cause in general and does not dictate the terms of 

domestic policy , although they criticize through media or resolution in UNGA 

3. Apart from that the above answer script should give you enough idea on how to approach 

this question- Try to balance - they impact the sovereignty, but not necessarily in the 

negative way - that should be the crux of your answer. 

 

13) Civil servants should not confuse ‘political neutrality’ with ‘programme neutrality’. Comment. 

Answer Script:-  

Neutrality in Indian Civil Services means the civil servants should execute duties in accordance to 

laws and regulations without prejudice against or preferential treatment towards any groups or 

individuals.  

As observed by Paul Appleby civil servants should not confuse ‘political neutrality’ with ‘programme 

neutrality’.  

At the stage of policy formulation, the role of civil servants is to render free and frank advice which 

should not be coloured by any political considerations. Once a policy or programme has been 

approved by the elected government, it is the duty of the civil servant to faithfully and 

enthusiastically see to its implementation. Not carrying out this task in the right spirit would amount 

to misconduct inviting appropriate sanctions. 

 

A corollary of permanence is political neutrality of civil servants i.e., (i)  their advice is expected to 

be non-partisan; (ii) they do not undertake work which is of benefit to one party; (iii) senior civil 

servants are restricted from taking part in party politics even outside of their professional roles. 

 

Kenneth Kernaghan (1976) outlined a model of political neutrality in a parliamentary system of 

government in the following way: 

 

(i) Politics and policy are separated from administration. Thus, politicians make policy decisions; 

public servants execute these decisions. 

(ii) Public servants are appointed and promoted on the basis of merit, rather than on the basis of 

party affiliation or contributions. 

(iii) Public servants do not engage in partisan political activities. 

(iv) Public servants do not publicly express their personal views on government policies or 

administration. 
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(v) Public servants provide forthright and objective advice to their political masters in private and in 

confidence. In return, political executives protect the anonymity of public servants by publicly 

accepting responsibility for departmental decisions. 

(vi) Public servants execute policy decisions loyally and zealously, irrespective of the philosophy and 

programs of the party in power and regardless of their personal opinions. As a result, public servants 

enjoy security of tenure during good behaviour and satisfactory performance. 

 

  Sardar Patel had made the following observations in the Constituent Assembly to support the 

continuance of the pre-independence civil service structure:- 

 

“It needs hardly to be emphasized that an efficient, discipline and contended civil service assured of 

its prospects as a result of diligent and honest work, is a sine-qua non of sound administration under 

democratic regime even more than under an authoritarian rule. The service must be above party 

and we should ensure that political considerations, either in its recruitment or in its discipline and 

control, are reduced to the minimum if not eliminated altogether.” 

 

 Unfortunately, this vision of civil service neutrality no longer holds good. Changes in governments 

particularly at the state level often lead to wholesale transfer of civil servants. 

Political neutrality is no longer the accepted norm with many civil servants getting identified, rightly 

or wrongly, with a particular political dispensation.  

There is a perception that officers have to cultivate and seek patronage from politicians for obtaining 

suitable positions even in the Union Government. As a result, the civil services in public perception 

are often seen as increasingly politicized. 

 

The Commission is of the view that the political neutrality and impartiality of the civil services needs 

to be preserved. The onus for this lies equally on the political executive and civil servants. The 

Commission in its Report on “Ethics in Governance” while examining the ethical framework for 

Ministers has recommended that a code of ethics for Ministers should inter-alia include the 

following: “Ministers must uphold the political impartiality of the civil service and not ask the civil 

servants to act in any way which would conflict with the duties and responsibilities of the civil 

servants.” 

 

Sardar Patel once said on Role of Civil Servant: “Today, my Secretary can write a note opposed to my 

views. I have given that freedom to all my Secretaries. I have told them, `If you do not give your 

honest opinion for fear that it will displease your Minister, please then you had better go. I will bring 

another Secretary!’ I will never be displeased over a frank expression of opinion...” 
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14) Discuss the T.S.R. Subramanian Panel’s recommendation on education policy and provide 

reasons on why University Grants Commission Act, 1956 should be allowed to lapse? 

Answer Script:- 

Background :-A high-power committee headed by former Cabinet Secretary T.S.R. Subramanian, 

tasked with drawing a blueprint for a new national education policy, has recommended that the law 

that set up the higher education regulator University Grants Commission (UGC) be allowed to lapse. 

The committee recently submitted its report to the Ministry of Human Resource Development. 

University Grants Commission (UGC): 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) of India is a statutory body set up in 1956 by UGC Act 

,1956, and is charged with coordination, determination and maintenance of standards of higher 

education. 

 It provides recognition to universities in India, and disburses funds to such recognized 

universities and colleges. 

 After independence, the University Education Commission was set up in 1948 under the 

Chairmanship of S. Radhakrishnan and it recommended that the UGC be reconstituted on 

the general model of the University Grants Commission of the United Kingdom. 

Reasons to scrap UGC? 

The report says that the UGC has been unable over the years to effectively implement its 

regulations aimed at ensuring the quality of higher education in the country. Hence, the UGC act 

should be allowed to lapse. 

Widespread irregularities in grant of approval of institutions and courses were also found by the 

committee. 

Also, there are serious concerns about the quality of education provided by a large number of 

colleges/universities. But, UGC has failed in its responsibility to monitor standards of education in 

higher education institutions and it has not succeeded in ensuring this. 

Besides, the credibility of the UGC has been seriously dented by approvals given to a large number 

of sub-standard colleges and deemed universities 

Alternative to UGC: 

The panel has instead suggested an alternative arrangement for a pruned UGC. The UGC could be 

revamped, made considerably leaner and thinner, and could be the nodal point for administration 

of the proposed National Higher Education Fellowship Programme, without any other promotional 

or regulatory function. 

An expert Committee headed by Hari Gautam recently had examined thoroughly the past, present 

and future role of UGC. The report is under examination by the Ministry. The report had concluded 
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that the UGC does not have the adequate number of personnel, of requisite quality, to be an 

effective regulatory force in the higher education sector. 

Important recommendations made by the  T.S.R Subramanian committee: 

 An Indian Education Service (IES) should be established as an all India service with officers 

being on permanent assignment to the state governments but with the cadre controlling 

authority vesting with the Human Resource Development (HRD) ministry. 

 The outlay on education should be raised to at least 6% of GDP without further loss of time. 

 There should be minimum eligibility condition with 50% marks at graduate level for entry 

to existing B.Ed courses. Teacher Entrance Tests (TET) should be made compulsory for 

recruitment of all teachers. The Centre and states should jointly lay down norms and 

standards for TET. 

 Compulsory licensing or certification for teachers in government and private schools 

should be made mandatory, with provision for renewal every 10 years based on 

independent external testing. 

 Pre-school education for children in the age group of 4 to 5 years should be declared as a 

right and a programme for it should be implemented immediately. 

 The no detention policy must be continued for young children until completion of class V 

when the child will be 11 years old. 

 At the upper primary stage, the system of detention shall be restored subject to the 

provision of remedial coaching and at least two extra chances being offered to prove his 

capability to move to a higher class. 

 On-demand board exams should be introduced to offer flexibility and reduce year end 

stress of students and parents. A National Level Test open to every student who has 

completed class XII from any School Board should be designed. 

 The mid-day meal (MDM) program should now be extended to cover students of 

secondary schools. This is necessary as levels of malnutrition and anaemia continue to be 

high among adolescents. 

Top 200 foreign universities should be allowed to open campuses in India and give the same 

degree which is acceptable in the home country of the said university. 

 

15) E-governance is a powerful and effective weapon to root out corruption. Comment. 

Answer Script:- 

Corruption is a complex phenomenon. There is a vast literature dedicated to defining the 

enormously rich term of corruption. For the purpose of this paper corruption is defined as the ‘use 

of public office for private gains’. 
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The factors contributing to corruption are political patronage, politician–bureaucrat nexus, 

politician- police–criminal nexus, lack of transparency in government and bureaucratic functioning, 

lack of accountability, complex administrative procedures, discretionary powers of executive and 

administrative authorities, absence of effective corruption reporting mechanisms, lack of deterrent 

punishments, poor conviction rates of the corrupt, corrupt judiciary, poor economic policies, black 

money, inadequate training 

of officials. Unfortunately the collective psyche of the Indian society has started accepting corruption 

as a way of life and the cost of being corrupt in India today is much less than the cost of being not 

corrupt. 

 

Corruption = Monopoly + Discretion – Transparency (in governance) 

The concept of e-Governance is defined as the application of Information and Communications 

Technologies (ICTs) to the governance, to bring in Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive, and 

Transparent (SMART) governance. 

The simple objective of e-governance is to support and simplify governance for e-governance 

community comprised of citizens, civil society organizations, private companies, government 

lawmakers, and regulators on networks 

Citizens, businesses are dependent on the government for information and a large number of 

services. The successful use of ICTs by the businesses inspired some of the developed and forward 

looking governments and they adopted these technologies for providing services to the citizens and 

businesses. Application of ICTs to the governance is being popularly called as e-governance.  

E-governance includes Citizen to Government (C2G), Government to Citizen (G2C), Business to 

Government (B2G), Government to Business (G2B) and Government to Government (G2G) 

interactions. 

 

India is one of the few countries that have taken up projects to harness the potential of ICTs in 

providing better governance. Different e-governance projects initiated in India had different 

objectives. Many e-governance projects were very successful, where as others were not as 

successful and some projects failed at delivering the stated primary objectives, but one thing in 

which all the projects succeeded is elimination or reduction of corruption to a great extent. 

Transparency International, Corruption Perceptions Index (2014), India's Rank: 85 /175 

This shows the magnitude of the problem. Hence e-governance is a necessary tool to weed out 

corruption from India. 

Case Studies of e-governance projects leading to reduced corruption. 

1. Bhoomi 

Bhoomi, a Government to Citizen e-governance project implemented by Karnataka, a state 

in southern India, is a shining example of how ICTs can help reduce discretion of authorities, 

improve accountability and transparency and reduce corruption. Farmers of Karnataka 
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needed RTCs (Record of Rights, Tenancy and Corps) certificates for many purposes like 

getting a bank loan, verification and government pensions.However due to discretion there 

was corruption .Upon implementation of ICT , the corruption was nullified 

2. Another example can be Computerized Inter-State check posts in Gujarat 

3. Saukaryam 

1. Like in all other municipal organizations in India, Visakapatnam Municipal 

Corporation in the state of Andhra Pradesh was known for 

inefficiency, corruption, complicated procedures and poor services to the citizens. 

Even simple services like getting a birth certificate or property tax assessment used 

to take a number of days and citizens had 

to pay bribes. 

2. But after implementation of ICT , the process became smoother and corruption free. 

 

16) Critically analyse the reservation policy of India. Should there be reservation in private sector? 

Answer Approach:- 

1. Analyze the pros and cons of reservation of India 

2. Then take a balanced view of the issue 

3. The answer script does not address to Private sector reservation, however you can 

extrapolate your answer to this question from the below answer script. 

Answer Script:- 

Reservation system in India 

Pros:- 

1. It provides equality in opportunity– The right to equality as enshrined under article 14-19 of 

the fundamental rights of the constitution provides for certain provisions which enables the 

discriminated and underprivileged sections of the society to get a level playing field to 

compete with the mainstream society. Hence it is often considered as positive 

discrimination or affirmative action. 

2. Economic empowerment – By enabling access to employment 

3. Social empowerment– With increasing level of income, urbanization etc. the so called 

“backward classes” are able to shed off their caste identity to great extent. 

4. Political empowerment- Ability to climb the ladder by becoming popular representatives 

and active members in decision making processes which not only helps in their upward 

mobilization of individuals but also empowers the group as whole. 
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5. Reports like Sachar Committee point out that there exist subgroups within the homogenous 

groups, who remain backward. Caste Based Reservation Policy gives an opportunity to the 

Indian polity to allow advancement of the subgroups. 

6. Further, reservation policies for Other Backward Classes are subject to creamy layer 

limitations; thus there already exists a filtering mechanism to ensure that the benefits of 

reservations do not pass to the undeserving ones. 

7. To unleash the Indian potential and wake up the sleeping giant it is necessary to empower 

all sections of society and provide a helping wherever it is needed. 

Cons- 

1. The reservation policy was envisaged as a measure to impart equality of opportunity, but it 

has instead led to entrenchment of caste system. Many castes today, strive to get 

recognized as backward caste, to get benefits of the reservation policy; a phenomenon 

which has been referred to as ‘Race to Bottom’. 

2. Identity politics– Political mobilization on the basis of caste. 

3. The advanced sections within, take the benefit and defeat the very purpose of reservation. 

The real needy are always found in want of support and the supports are cornered by the 

advanced few within the same caste/tribe. 

4. Reservation over generations – Reservation is to push a particular a generation, so that the 

next generation can develop themselves without reservation. But in practice, reservation 

transcends the generations and defeats its very purpose. After all, there is no rationale 

behind providing reservation to the children of well-to-do individuals. 

5. Introduces bad politics: One of the prime reasons why such a system is not fully eradicated 

yet because every politician plays safe uses it as a trump card for collective vote from a 

community. 

6. Creates division: This preferential system creates another sort of divide amongst the 

masses, creates lobbies and partitions with respective agendas and eventually a nation 

cannot stand as a whole where every section and individual are driven by sectarian means. 

7. Introduces handicap: When one gets advantage of it, the meritocracy is questioned without 

logic and leads to rift in workplaces and institutions. 

8. Hindrance to self-respect: This wouldn’t need emphasizing .People with merit often face 

this challenge as they are preconceived as people without ability. This kills the self respect of 

merited individual. 

9. Further, Constitution makers envisaged reservation policy as a temporary measure to enable 

the weaker sections to come to a certain benchmark of advancement, from where they 

could compete in equal capacity. But, the present scenario is such that Indian polity cannot 

be even envisaged without these reservation policies. There are sections who actually need 
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it but yet to get it and there are sections who are fighting for it even though they really don’t 

need it. 

10. Lack of Frequent Measurement and Re-calibration had only benefitted the already well off 

masses of the reserved class. There have been no systematic studies to show how the 

present policies are working. Further, there have been no political debates on effectiveness 

of reservation policy. 

11. Increasing demand of the people to be included in the reserved category which sometimes 

leads to widespread violence and bloodshed. 

12. It divides the society within. 

Considering the above argument though it seems true that India should do away with the 

reservation on the basis of caste system but whether it is the right time to do so is another debate 

because:- 

Although the reservation system is led to economic empowerment but it has not resulted in social 

empowerment. Until a socially equitable society is not created, a system of positive discrimination 

cannot be abolished. There is a large section of the society which do not have access to basic 

education and a standard employment, so abolishing this system now will put them in perpetual 

penury and misery. 

So to dilute the caste based identity and foster social empowerment, certain steps need to be taken 

by both the government and the individual. Few steps can be taken in this direction like- 

1. Creamy layer should be introduced in all reservation methods. 

2. Every citizen should be identified on the basis of humanity not on the basis of caste and 

credited on the basis of calibre not the on the basis of birth.  

3. The next generation, that is the progeny of the candidate who has already used the 

reservation, cannot use the quota again, unless his father’s income is less than a stipulated 

amount as per the economic status and computations of the time. 

4. A systematic study and proper alignment is required and the reservation should be linked to 

economic status as well. 

5. Economic security and a good education is the only way to bring equality in all social 

segments in the society. 

6. So once all the citizens of the country get the minimum opportunity to maximize their 

potential, then it will be judicious do away with the reservation system as a whole or modify 

it to suit the need of the time .It will then no more identify people on the basis of caste and 

 the “race to the bottom” phenomenon will be stopped. 

Conclusion:- 

Reservation system must not be looked upon as discriminatory; instead it should be viewed as 

affirmative action. The real necessity is to monitor its progress  and its impact in real time  to ward 
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off any undue advantage and modify it according to need. To put it rather simply – it should be given 

to those who really need it. Another aspect is that , as it is intricately linked to caste , it perpetuates 

the vicious circle of caste, if we really want a caste less society then  it should be linked to social and 

economic status rather than blindly relying on caste as a sign of “backwardness” .It hampers the the 

very social status of the people for whom it was created , by tagging people as “backward” according 

to their birth. Caste is not an indicator of “backwardness” and the reservation policy should designed 

as such. Moreover, as far as caste system is concerned  – the realistic view is that caste system is 

here to stay (if we learn anything form history) . The necessity is thus not to fight with caste system 

but to fight casteism – that is discrimination on the basis of caste. Let people have their caste but 

casteism should be fought with vigor and strength. 

Gandhiji , being a realist , very well knew that it is not possible to remove caste system as a whole 

but what can be done is to do away with casteism.If there is no discrimination based on caste – the 

very essence of caste will wither away.It is similar to religion, people will always have it and if there 

is anything that can be done to better the society , then it is not to do away with religion as whole 

but to reform it from within. This was the essence of the great reformers like Raja Rammohan Ray, 

who wanted to reform things from within. Think any system as a man. If a man has a disease , find a 

solution to the disease , don’t throw away the man. Similarly , as far as any system is concerned , 

find the solution to reform it rather than to just abandon it – which is , in all its reality a harder thing 

to do and not a realizable goal, at least in limited lifespan of a man. 

 

17) Discuss the recent amendments to Maternity Benefits Act, 1961 .Do you think there should be 

a reasonable extension of similar benefits for paternity leave as parenting is not only a “mother’s 

job” ? 

Answer Approach:- 

1. Discuss the amendments details 

2. Then give conclusion stating that although the same amount of paid leave might not augur 

well for employer in case of paternity leave , however it should be extended after due 

diligence which may resonate well ,serve well and help the family to take care of the new 

born. 

Answer Script:- 

Amendments to the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 

The maternity benefit Act 1961 protects the employment of women during the time of her 

maternity and entitles her of a ‘maternity benefit’ – i.e. full paid absence from work – to take care 

for her child. The act is applicable to all establishments employing 10 or more persons. The 

amendments will help 1.8 million (approx.) women workforce in organised sector. 

The amendments to Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 are as follows: 

• Increase Maternity Benefit from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for two surviving children and 12 weeks for 

more than two children. 
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• 12 weeks Maternity Benefit to a ‘Commissioning mother’ and ‘Adopting mother’. 

• Facilitate ‘Work from home’. • Mandatory provision of Creche in respect of establishment having 

50 or more employees. 

Justification: 

• Maternal care to the Child during early childhood – crucial for growth and development of the 

child. 

• The 44th, 45th and 46th Indian Labour Conference recommended enhancement of Maternity 

Benefits to 24 weeks. 

• Ministry of Women & Child Development proposed to enhance Maternity Benefit to 8 months. 

• In Tripartite consultations, all stake holders, in general supported the amendment proposal 

 

18) Discuss India’s “Look West Policy” .Bring out the importance of the policy, the problems 

related to it and suggest a way forward. 

Answer Approach:- 

1. Discuss the details 

2. Draw a map if possible 

3. The answer script is one of our editorial, you have to pick relevant details from it to answer 

this question. 

Answer Script:- 

Background:- 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) had the potential to be 

remembered like Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s visit to Singapore in September 1994. 

Through his famous Singapore Lecture, Narasimha Rao unveiled India’s “Look East” Policy. Through 

the joint statement that he signed with UAE’s leadership, Mr. Modi has unveiled India’ Look West 

Policy 

Historic Contours:- 

Narasimha Rao’s “Look East” Policy succeeded because South-East Asia began to “look West” to 

India, seeking a balancer to China. Mr. Modi’s “Look West” Policy will succeed because West Asia 

is “looking East” worried about the emerging strategic instability in its own neighbourhood and 

the structural shift in the global energy market. 

Political Contours:- 

The foundation for Mr. Modi’s successful outreach to West Asia was in fact laid by his predecessor 

when India invited the King of Saudi Arabia to be the chief guest at the Republic Day Parade, in 2006. 
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This was followed by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit to Riyadh and the India-Saudi defence 

cooperation agreement signed in 2014. 

Growing India-Saudi cooperation in the field of terrorism may have also contributed to India’s 

relatively mild response to Saudi aggression in Yemen, but it did set the stage for wider engagement 

at a strategic level with the other states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

Mr. Modi’s visit to the UAE was preceded by significant visits to other GCC states by External Affairs 

Minister Sushma Swaraj. That Ms. Swaraj made Bahrain her first stop in the region, last September, 

was welcomed by Bahrain’s India-friendly leadership and showed growing sophistication in Indian 

thinking about the region. 

With a minority Sunni leadership and a majority Shia population, Bahrain has tried hard not to get 

drawn into the wider sectarian conflicts in West Asia. 

Moreover, with half of the island kingdom’s working population hailing from India, mostly Kerala, 

and given the very cordial people-to-people relations between Bahrainis and Indians, the visit 

showed that India had a special relationship to the region that few other major powers can ever 

lay claim to. 

Finally, over the last year, the Modi government has put forward a nuanced view of the region 

openly declaring friendship with Israel, seeking better relations with Iran and, at the same time, 

cementing a thriving relationship with the GCC states. 

It is expected that Mr. Modi may follow up his successful visit to the UAE with a productive visit to 

Iran and a “historic” one to Israel, being the first Indian Prime Minister to visit Tel Aviv. 

Transformational visit 

While all this fits into a pattern, one should not underestimate the transformational significance of 

the UAE visit and the Dubai declaration. 

The Joint Statement between the United Arab Emirates and India is an important articulation of a 

significant shift in the Arab world’s view of India. The statement is truly comprehensive and wide-

ranging. It talks of historic ties of “commerce, culture and kinship”, drawing attention to the unique 

history of Arab interaction with Indian communities of the west coast, from Gujarat to Kerala. 

The joint statement, outlining closer government-to-government (G2G) relations, draws attention to 

the vibrant business-to-business (B2B) and people-to-people (P2P) relationships and commits the 

UAE to a sharp increase in its investment in India. What is striking to an observer of India-West Asia 

relations is the assertion of not just a “shared” past but of shared challenges in the present and a 

shared future. It then proceeds to state: “A shared endeavour to address these challenges, based on 

common ideals and convergent interests, is vital for the future of the two countries and their 

region.” The statement expresses the hope that: “Proximity, history, cultural affinity, strong links 

between people, natural synergies, shared aspirations and common challenges create boundless 

potential for a natural strategic partnership between India and UAE.” 

That these are not just words but the expression of new thinking in both capitals is demonstrated 

both by the visuals of the visit and the follow-up action both governments have committed 
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themselves to. More to the point, it makes pointed reference to the growing congruence of thinking 

on vital security issues, especially cross-border terrorism. 

GCC looks West 

What is significant about the new strategic partnership outlined by the UAE and India is the fact that 

it is defined not just by India’s “Look West” policy, based on its energy and financial needs, but that 

it is equally defined by the GCC’s “Look East” policy, soliciting greater Indian engagement with West 

Asia. Several factors have contributed to this fundamental shift in West Asian strategic thinking. 

First, the structural change in the global energy market with West Asian oil and gas increasingly 

heading to South and East Asian markets rather than to the Trans-Atlantic markets. 

Second, partly as a consequence of this change in flows and partly owing to the fiscal stress faced by 

the trans-Atlantic economies, West Asia is looking to India and other Asian powers to step in and 

offer security guarantees to the region. Many GCC states have welcomed defence cooperation 

agreements with India. 

Third, in the wake of the Arab Spring and the mess in Egypt and Iraq, the Gulf states find India to be 

a more reliable interlocutors than many western states. 

Fourth, under pressure from radical and extremist political forces within West Asia, most states in 

the region have come to value the Indian principle of seeking and securing regional stability as an 

over-riding principle of regional security. 

In the specific case of India-UAE relations, it appears the Emirati have come to appreciate India’s 

view that state-sponsored or supported cross-border terrorism poses a grave threat to regional 

security and so must be curtailed and stopped. 

In short, it would seem, the India-UAE strategic engagement is the product of a mutual “look-at-

each-other” policy. 

If China’s rise offered the backdrop for South-East Asia’s “look at India” policy, the West’s failures 

and weaknesses, and a weakening of the strategic trust between the West and West Asia may 

have contributed to the GCC’s “look at India” policy. 

Analysis 

A ‘Look West Policy’ (LWP) like India’s famed ‘Look East Policy’ has often been spoken about, but 

there has not been a formal institutionalisation of the same. 

This will need a concentrated focus – like the LEP – for the region, to formulate effective policies. 

While trade is a significant component of this relationship, the essence of the LWP will be the multi-

dimensionality of its character. 

As much as India trades with the region, also important are the issues of security, culture, people-to-

people linkages, and those of a wider geopolitical and geostrategic nature. 
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Look West Policy: Primary Rationales for Induction:- 

Diaspora & remittances: The West Asian region is home to millions of non-resident Indians; and 

they were responsible for approximately half of the US$69 billion worth of remittances that flowed 

into India in 2012. 

However, the introduction of the Nitaqat laws in many Gulf countries has resulted in several 

thousands of these workers having to return to India. 

While it is unfair to view the returnees as a liability, one cannot ignore the economic and social 

impact of this mass re-migration. 

India is not prepared to assimilate all these people into its own economy just yet. Already, 

unemployment rates are high, and the economy is not doing well. Job creation will take a while, and 

until then, there will be some strain on the economy. 

Energy: India, being a growing economy, is perpetually energy-hungry. West Asian nations are 

among the primary suppliers of oil and gas that keep the Indian economy running. 

Stable and more improved relations between India and the region are key to securing and expanding 

on these sources. 

Projects such as the Iran-Pakistan-India pipeline lay suspended due to several other reasons. 

However, proposed projects such as the Oman-India Pipeline, an undersea gas pipeline – that Iran 

too has expressed interest in – look promising. India’s attempts at ensuring energy security 

therefore cannot bypass engagements with the region. 

Maritime security: Be it trade or energy supply routes, or even national security, the significance of 

an effective maritime security infrastructure in the Indian Ocean – the maritime link connecting 

India with several of its key West Asian partners – is pivotal to ensuring safety, stability, and disaster-

management for the region. 

The Indian Ocean Region is a major geographical stretch through which a large chunk of the world’s 

business is conducted. 

Already, there is a constant threat of piracy in the western Indian Ocean. A concentrated policy will 

be needed to identify specific issues and areas of cooperation between India and West Asia, in order 

to ensure smooth and secure movement. 

Furthermore, in recent times, there have been many debates on the concept of the ‘Indo-Pacific’ to 

boost connectivities between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.  The two regions already have 

robust connectivities, but more can be done. 

However, if this concept of the Indo-Pacific has to become a reality, there is a need for enhanced 

cooperation in various areas among the key players in each region, before connecting the regions. 

Eventually, the LWP and the LEP can lay the foundations for the realisation of the ‘Indo-Pacific’. 

National and regional security: Any form of tumult in the West Asian region invariably has an 

impact on India and South Asia as a whole. 
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For strategic reasons, India seeks peace and political stability and security in the West Asian region 

– sentiments reciprocated by the countries of the region in their assessments towards West Asia as 

well as South Asia. 

So far, India has been pragmatic in its policies towards the West Asian region –excellent examples of 

which are balancing its relationships with Palestine and Israel; and Saudi Arabia and Iran, among 

others. 

However, there is more that needs to be done, and for that, there needs to be better, more polished 

and astute understanding of the region in our country – especially in the light of the impending US 

withdrawal from Afghanistan; the thawing in the US-Iran bilateral; the ongoing civil war in Syria 

and its implications; implementation of the Nitaqat policies in the Gulf countries; and the rising 

fundamentalism, especially in the franchisee-ing nature of terror networks, among others. 

19) Discuss the emerging tensions in the South China Sea and provide reasoned argument 

on what should be India’s stand on this matter. 

Answer Approach :- 

1. Discuss the issue of south china sea 
2. Draw a map if possible 
3. The answer script is one of our editorial, you have to pick relevant details from it to 

answer this question. 

Answer Script:- 

South China Sea – The geopolitics and its impact on India:- 

Background :-  South China Sea (hereafter referred as SCS) , has been in  news for past few 
years, but the confrontation has never grown out of context or become large enough to be a 
major flash point in international geopolitics until now. The SCS confrontation has now 
taken a global dimension which led to rather self restrained president such as Barack 
Obama  to take bold steps such as sending US naval vessel to enter into the water of SCS. 
How the SCS conflict unfolds is a case to watch out for, but to understand the future, it is 
necessary to understand the past and present conditions of confrontation. 

Introduction:- 

 The South China Sea area comprising of islands, rocks and reefs are considered 
strategic, economic and political assets for the littoral states in the South China Sea 
because, they can serve as legal base points for states to project their claims of 
exclusive jurisdiction over waters and resources in the SCS. 

 The sea is believed to be harboring large reserves of oil and natural gas and is in 
demand for its rich fishing. With the rise in demand for energy resources, the 
disputes in the area have been further exacerbated. It is a critical navigational 
waterway in this region which is used from the west of the Indian Ocean to East 
Asia. 
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 The island groups and the security of the sea lanes (marine terrorism, piracy, marine 
ecosystems) have been perceived as important since it is an important shipping lane 
and ASEAN, India, Taiwan, China, Japan and South Korea are all heavily dependent 
upon international and extra regional trade-most of which is shipped through the 
area. 

 As economies develop, the SCS is fast becoming the focus of tension. The straits that 
separate these islands are important not only because restrictions upon passage 
would seriously disrupt international commerce but also because control over the 
islands would permit dominance over those routes. 

 China’s Involvement:- 
o Although the assertions of sovereignty, rivalry over maritime resources, 

nationalism and attempts to consolidate jurisdictional and legal claims have 
been long standing issues where actions by one claimant or another has 
drawn reaction from others, it is China’s assertive actions backed by 
modern maritime enforcement capabilities that are proving to be a cause of 
concern. As such, China receives the greatest attention because it is by far 
the most powerful claimant and has the record of using force to pursue its 
territorial claims. 

o China’s economic engine is becoming more dependent on imported energy, 
and recent Chinese moves suggest safeguarding its energy sources 
near and far has become an unstated “core issue”. 

o As defined by the Chinese officially, core issues are those that must be 
protected and secured by any means including military measures. China has 
been relentlessly increasing its capacity to exercise control over the Sea by 
strengthening its capacity and capability to establish its increasing maritime 
domain area (MDA) and its emergence as Asia’s pre-eminent naval power. 

o These moves taken by Beijing also indicate its growing aggressiveness and 
unilateralism, which clearly go against the spirit of the 2002 DOC 
(Declaration of Conduct of parties), a multilateral political document agreed 
upon by the ASEAN and China that calls for resolution of ‘territorial and 
jurisdictional disputes by peaceful means, without resorting to the threat of 
force. 

Focus of Confrontation:- 

 It is a dispute over territory and sovereignty over ocean areas, and the Paracels and 
the Spratlys – two island chains claimed in whole or in part by a number of 
countries.Alongside the fully fledged islands, there are dozens of rocky outcrops, 
atolls, sandbanks and reefs, such as the Scarborough Shoal. 

 Although largely uninhabited, the Paracels and the Spratlys may have reserves of 
natural resources around them. There has been little detailed exploration of the 
area, so estimates are largely extrapolated from the mineral wealth of neighbouring 
areas. 

 The sea is also a major shipping route and home to fishing grounds that supply the 
livelihoods of people across the region.The below map can help in understanding the 
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http://i1.wp.com/upsctree.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/south-china-sea-map_04.jpg
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 More over China has been flexing its military muscle and building naval bases by 
reclamation of islands in the sea, as illustrated in the below map:- 

  
 Apart from the reclamation and building artificial islands, China also claims that , 

historically it has sovereignty over the territory what it call as Nine Dash Line :- 

http://i1.wp.com/upsctree.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/scs1.png
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 Beijing says its right to the area goes back to centuries, when the Paracel and Spratly 

island chains were regarded as integral parts of the Chinese nation, and in 1947 it 
issued a map detailing its claims. It showed the two island groups falling entirely 
within its territory. Those claims are mirrored by Taiwan 

 Vietnam hotly disputes China’s historical account, saying China had never claimed 
sovereignty over the islands before the 1940s. Vietnam says it has actively ruled 
over both the Paracels and the Spratlys since the 17th Century – and has the 
documents to prove it. 

 The other major claimant in the area is the Philippines, which invokes its 
geographical proximity to the Spratly Islands as the main basis of its claim for part 
of the grouping. 

 Both the Philippines and China lay claim to the Scarborough Shoal (known as 
Huangyan Island in China) – a little more than 100 miles (160km) from the 
Philippines and 500 miles from China. 

http://i1.wp.com/upsctree.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/scs2.png
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 Malaysia and Brunei also lay claim to territory in the South China Sea that they say 
falls within their economic exclusion zones, as defined by UNCLOS – the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 

To sum up the confrontations are around two major islands :- Paracel and Spratly island ; 
and Scarborough Shoal. 

Implications for INDIA:- 

 Although India is a non claimant to the SCS Island it is concerned with the 
developments in the SCS. Even though the SCS area may seem far from the Indian 
mainland but in actual terms it is not so when one considers  the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. It is also important to note that India’s trade with Japan and South 
Korea has 
been growing and hence, it is crucial that freedom of navigation is maintained in the 
South China Sea through which the trading routes between India and these East 
Asian countries pass. India’s sea bound trade that passes through Indian Ocean 
constitutes 92-95 per cent of its total trade and, there are estimates that nearly 25 
per cent (and growing) of this sea bound trade passes through South China Sea. 

 India like China is also energy deficit country  and is stretching its resources all over 
the world to access hydrocarbons in what ever form and quantity available. India’s 
oil and gas exploration and extractions in Myanmar and Vietnam need to be 
understood in this respect. Therefore, there is no way that India would retreat from 
South China Sea just because China or any other country has taken an exception to 
its economic and naval activities in this region. 

 Meanwhile, India-ASEAN trade has reached US$ 57.89 billion in 2010-11. Any major 
conflict in the South China Sea region is bound to impact Indian economic interests. 

 Besides, India is worried that if China controls this sea space it will dictate maritime 
traffic, both civilian and military. Therefore, its priority is to maintain freedom of 
navigation in the sea both merchant and naval ships. India is of the opinion that the 
SCS region was a key to its energy security, and that the conflict must be resolved 
peacefully as per international laws. 

 China has objected Indian Naval presence and oil exploration projects in and across 
Vietnam (INS Airavaat in 2011 , ONGC Videsh project in Vietnam in 2011 ) 

 This has a geopolitical significance as well. India has an advantage in Indian Ocean , 
to counter it China has been building chain of ports encircling India, which is 
otherwise known as “String of Pearls” . By being assertive in SCS , China hopes to 
claim a dominant position in the SCS and use this as a bargain chip in case of a 
conflict breaks out.String of pearls can be understood from the below map :- 
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 The activities of China in SCS, puts India in a disadvantageous position , it is also 

meddling in the Indian Neighborhood states such as Nepal, Srilanka and 
Pakistan.Thus it is a greater concern for national security of  India. The way forward 
is a complex architecture of diplomatic re-balancing , which is yet to be fully 
realized by India, the Indian counter being Project Mausam which is still in 
incessant phase. 

 

20) Discuss the importance of United Nations’ Incheon strategy. Show how convergence 

of India’s “Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan (Accessible India)” initiative and United Nation’s 

Incheon strategy can help realize each other’s goal. 

Answer Approach :- 

1. Discuss the details of Incheon strategy and India's Sugamya Bharat Abhiyana and 
then draw the similarities between these two to show the convergence 

2. Check the answer script for the details of Incheon Strategy. 
3. You no need to give all the details , but pick out the important ones. 

Answer Script:- 

Incheon Strategy to “Make the Right Real” 

 650 millions people with disabilities live in Asia and the pacific 

Backgournd:- 

Governments of the ESCAP region gathered in Incheon, Republic of Korea in 2012 to chart 
the course of the new Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities for the period 

http://i0.wp.com/upsctree.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/scs3.png
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2013 to 2022. They were joined by representatives of civil society organizations, including 
organizations of and for persons with disabilities. Also in attendance were representatives 
of intergovernmental organizations, development cooperation agencies and the United 
Nations system. 

The Incheon Strategy provides the Asian and Pacific region, and the world, with the first 
set of regionally agreed disability-inclusive development goals. 

The Incheon Strategy builds on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
and the Biwako Millennium Framework for Action and Biwako Plus Five towards an 
Inclusive, Barrier-free and Rights-based Society for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and 
the Pacific. 

The Incheon Strategy will enable the Asian and Pacific region to track progress towards 
improving the quality of life, and the fulfilment of the rights, of the region’s 650 million 
persons with disabilities, most of whom live in poverty. 

Noting that the World Report on Disability estimates that 15 per cent of the population 
experience some form of disability, which in the Asian and Pacific region equates to 650 
million persons with disabilities,with 80 per cent living in developing countries. 

Few Initiatives in this regard:- 

1. Bali Declaration – On the Enhancement of the Role and Participation of Persons with 
Disabilities in the ASEAN Community. 

2. Busan Partnership-for Effective Development Cooperation adopted by the Fourth 
High-level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, Busan, Republic of Korea, which, inter alia, 
recognized the importance of international commitments on disability for forming 
the foundation of cooperation for effective development 

3. Beijing Declaration-On Disability-InclusiveDevelopment adopted Beijing Forum with 
the theme “removing barriers, promoting integration “ 

4. United Nations Conferenceon Sustainable Development, entitled “The future we 
want”,  which was adopted by the Conference identified persons with disabilities 
and recognized their right to inclusion in measures that accelerate the 
implementation of sustainable development commitments 
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Key principles and policy direction 
The Incheon Strategy is based on the principles of the Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: 

1. Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy, including the freedom to make 
one’s own choices, and independence of persons; 

2. Non-discrimination; 
3. Full and effective participation and inclusion in society; 
4. Respect for difference and acceptance of persons withdisabilities as part of human 

diversity and humanity; 
5. Equality of opportunity; 
6. Accessibility; 
7. Equality between men and women; 
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8. Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the 
right of children with disabilities to preserve their identities 

Target 1.A 
Eliminate extreme poverty among persons with disabilities 
Target 1.B 
Increase work and employment for persons of working age with disabilities who can and 
want to work 
Target 1.C 
Increase the participation of persons with disabilities in vocational training and other 
employment-support programmes funded by governments 

Target 2.A 
Ensure that persons with disabilities are represented in government decision-making 
bodies 
Target 2.B 
Provide reasonable accommodation to enhance the participation of persons with 
disabilities in the political process 

Target 3.A 
Increase the accessibility of the physical environment in the national capital that is open 
to the public 
Target 3.B 
Enhance the accessibility and usability of public transportation 
Target 3.C 
Enhance the accessibility and usability of information and communications services 
Target 3.D 
Halve the proportion of persons with disabilities who need but do not have appropriate 
assistive devices or products 

Target 4.A 
Increase access to all health services, including rehabilitation, for all persons with 
disabilities 
Target 4.B 
Increase coverage of persons with disabilities within social protection programmes 
Target 4.C 
Enhance services and programmes, including for personal assistance and peer counselling, 
that support persons with disabilities, especially those with multiple, extensive and 
diverse disabilities, in living independently in the community 

Target 5.A 
Enhance measures for early detection of, and intervention for,children with disabilities 
from birth to pre-school age 
Target 5.B 
Halve the gap between children with disabilities and children without disabilities in 
enrolment rates for primary and secondary education 



UPSCTREE [UTM 02 MAINS TEST SERIES ANSWER] 

 

 

Target 6.A 
Enable girls and women with disabilities to have equitable access to mainstream 
development opportunities 
Target 6.B 
Ensure representation of women with disabilities in government decision-making bodies 
Target 6.C 
Ensure that all girls and women with disabilities have access to sexual and reproductive 
health services on an equitable basis with girls and women without disabilities 
Target 6.D 
Increase measures to protect girls and women with disabilities from all forms of violence 
and abuse 

Target 7.A 
Strengthen disability-inclusive disaster risk reduction planning 
Target 7.B 
Strengthen implementation of measures on providing timely and appropriate support to 
persons with disabilities in responding to disasters 

Target 8.A 
Produce and disseminate reliable and internationally comparable disability statistics in 
formats that are accessible by persons with disabilities 
Target 8.B 
Establish reliable disability statistics by the midpoint of the Decade, 2017, as the source 
for tracking progress towards the achievement of the goals and targets in the Incheon 
Strategy 

 

 


