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Dear friend 

You are most welcome to this essay series. It will definitely help you. Before 

wondering about the overall strategies of essay writing you must know the 

importance of this paper. This paper carrying 250 marks is the most important 

paper where with little effort you can score very high marks.  As per the general 

trends shows the mark difference of qualified students lies within a range of 40-

50, let alone the whole range which sometimes lies between 80-100. So this 

paper is significant to decide whether your name will be in the list or not and 

most significantly whether you will be the topper or not. With the same 

principle “with little effort you can score very high marks”, you must take the 

paper seriously. And we hope the following strategy will help you. 

Unlike other papers in the essay paper, you have a number of windows to start, 

to describe and to conclude. Your essay should be diversified, dynamic and your 

own ideas and opinions must be pervasive throughout the essay. It is a matter of 

originality rather than following any particular method. So the best method to 

write an essay is to follow no method. 

But again we are going to commit the same mistake of advising you how to write 

an essay, but we consider giving a fundamental framework will help them who 

have never written an essay for UPSC or written but could not complete or 

completed with an unsatisfactory ending. So you must know what to do and 

what not to do, to prevent the examiner from giving you very less marks. 

Writing a good introduction 

Introduction is like a gate to a house. It should be well designed, well-

orchestrated and original to your own ideas so that it will give a long lasting 

impression to the examiner. You can start your introduction- 

a. With an anecdote. However it should be relevant and perfectly linked to 

the topic. Care should be taken that it should be small as you can divert 

hardly 100-150 words at max for an introduction in a 1200 word essay. 
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b. With any current relevant example. The examples may be followed by 

certain questions to justify your stance. This approach will make the 

introduction lively and catchy and is completely safe. 

c. With a hypothetical situation. Here you can start your essay with an 

imaginative story which will continue throughout your essay. E.g, a girl 

child can be grown from a very tender age to adulthood and the problems 

she faced, the opportunities she used in different stages of life, the 

loopholes of the system to be cemented to make her empowered etc. etc 

can be enunciated in form of a lifecycle of a girl named___.  However it is 

strongly recommended that this approach should be followed if you are 

confident enough after practicing a lot. 

In all of these approaches though initially it will seem like you are 

writing something odd but the point where you will connect it to the main 

theme of the essay it will give a spark to the examiner. And finally the 

introduction should fulfill the purpose of introduction that is it must contain the 

core idea of your essay and must reflect what you are going to write in the 

subsequent paragraphs. 

 

What the body is all about? 

                         In the simpler terms the body is all about diversity of content, 

clarity of thought and logical flow of ideas.  

Diversity of content- your essay should be filled with good relevant content. It 

will come by asking a number of questions, thinking it from social, economic, 

political, environmental and ethical angles. If you can justify all these by suitable 

arguments and some examples then be sure that you are writing a good essay. 

For this  first you have to do a good framework . 

For example you are writing an essay on women empowerment then you can 

write the following points- 
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a. Historical background of position of women in society. (Ancient, 

medieval, and modern period. How their status of parity with men 

devolved in to subordinate to men). 

b. What is the cause of their discrimination? 

c. The manifestation of their discrimination. 

 Gender violence 

 Sex ratio 

 Work and political participation 

d. How it affects our society? Some examples must be given here with certain 

facts. 

e. Why they need to be empowered? 

f. A comparison or analysis of international scenario and Indian scenario 

regarding position of women. 

g. How the current trend of social inclusivity and economic progress of the 

countries can help in women empowerment? 

h. What are the steps taken by the government for their empowerment? 

(legal and judiciary measures) 

What are Loopholes in the present system and measures to correct them? 

i. What is the role of individuals, society, media houses and women 

themselves in the path of empowerment? 

Clarity of thought and logical flow of ideas 

Please mind the words of UPSC- in previous year essay question paper it is 

written that “ Examiners will pay special attention to the candidate’s grasp of 

his/her material, its relevance to the subject chosen, and to his/her ability to 

think constructively and to present his/her ideas concisely, 

logically and effectively)”. 

   So through the above exercise though you have gathered good content, this 

content should be arranged structurally and should be written in lucid 

manner. The habit of using longer and complex sentences should be done 
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away with. One thing should be kept in mind that you are making the job the 

examiner easier. So there should be perfect coherence between the 

paragraphs which will come if you have thoroughly arranged your ideas 

during making the frameworks. It will guide the examiner from one 

paragraph to the next so that the continuity of the essay will be maintained. 

To achieve this there is only one solution, a lot of practice. You can also 

revolve your essay around a core theme and each paragraph may be started or 

concluded with that theme so that the entire essay will be structured and 

coherent. 

                  As far as clarity of thought is concerned, you have to take a stance 

in your essay and express it properly. Give adequate space to justify your 

argument as superficial expression of ideas like GS will not help. One 

paragraph should be dedicated to one idea only and there should not be any 

overlap between the ideas which may otherwise cost you very heavily. 

What to write a conclusion 

               After writing all your ideas you have to give your opinion as 

conclusion. This is something very personal where your own ideas, suggestions 

and opinions must be included. It must be all encompassed, forward looking and 

constructive in nature. 

How the essay is different from other papers? 

 As mentioned earlier, in essay you have the number of opportunities to be 

exploited. So you can write it in any suitable manner to make it unique 

and original. 

 You can score the highest mark in essay- The better you are capable of 

expressing yourself, the higher is the chance of getting better marks. A 

beginner and a veteran are equal in the field of essay. A veteran might have 
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some good content but a beginner will have originality and unique 

approach of expressing her/his ideas. 

 Good handwriting and good language skill matter- As there is a belief  that 

the essay paper is checked by English professors, you cannot take the risk 

of making small grammatical errors and writing incomplete sentences.  

 

 

What to do in the exam hall? 

1. Take 5-10 minutes to decide both of your topics. It should be based upon 

the richness of content you have, personal interest and nature of the essay. 

Since UPSC is giving topics from economy, education, S&T, ethics and 

philosophical background, you can choose any of these except the 

philosophical one. But if you are well versed with the topic and the idea 

then you are most well come. 

2. Making the framework- This is the most important part of the essay which 

will decide the whole structure and composition of the essay and obviously 

the marks you are going to get. After selection of the topics, open your 

antenna of mind and jot down the relevant points in the last part of your 

answer booklet. Include diversified aspects, multiple angles and current 

relevant examples as mentioned earlier (in body part). Then arrange these 

points in an orderly fashion to keep a track during writing. 

You can either make the framework for both the topics at a time 

(45-50 minutes must be dedicated)  or for the second one after writing the 

first essay (20-25 minutes for each). But it is advisable that you do the 

framework for both the topics at a time as after writing the first essay the 

constrained mind may not think about the second one properly. 
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3. Finally the writing- The points should be elaborated and a logical flow 

should be maintained. At any cost you should not break the flow even if 

you could remind a good point later. The paragraphs should be medium 

sized and one paragraph should express one idea only. Underline the 

important points and ideas to make it catchier.  

How this document will help you? 

This document will not at all help you, if you do not put these entire 

things into practice. Only through writing a number of essays you can 

know your strengths and weaknesses and can take measures accordingly.  

 Write an essay and get it reviewed and refer this document to 

correct any mistakes. 
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When you think over an essay – think on these angles 

 

 

  

Writing good essay needs – good reading habits 

There are many good books that can be read to enhance one’s perspective, here are few 

contemporary writings that can broaden your perspective for starters:-  

1. India Unbound - Gurucharan Das (This book helps you in understanding Indian 

economy better and can provide fooder material while writing essay. 

2. Difficulty of being good – Gurucharan Das (Helps one on Ethics) 

 

Important Note- Don’t read these books at the expense of your real preparation. They 

should be read when you have time or make it your bed side book and read chapter/few 

pages before going to bed – that way it will not hamper your preparation and can help 

you finish the book. 

Best of Luck 

UPSCTREE Team 


